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FOREWORD

Music has always been an important part of the lives
of the people of Michigan. It brings people from all
walks of life together and allows them to forget their
cares for awhile. It helps us through the sad times and
celebrates the happy times. It can make us dance, clap
our hands, tap our foot, sing, laugh or cry.

The fiddle has been a favorite instrument since the
time of the fur traders. Fiddles were taken to the forts,
early settlements, lumber camps and farms of Michigan.
They have been played in barns, dance halls, grange
halls, at house parties, and opera houses in large and
small communities throughout the state. Fiddlers and
fiddle music come in various shapes and styles. The
fiddlers might be young or old, short or tall; the music
can be old-time, bluegrass or country.

An important part of a fiddler's life is fiddling —-
alone or with others. The others might play banjo,
guitar, harmonica, mandolin, pianc or any other
instrument. Wwhat would a dance be without callers,
dancers and an audience? Learning "old” and "new” tunes;
encouraging others, whether young or old, to participate
and improve; just enjoying the music are also important
aspects of the musicians’ lives.

Even more important than the music, are the
friendships and the fun and fellowship that music, in a
non-competitive atmosphere, makes possible all across
the State of Michigan.



DEDICATION

To honor all deceased members of OMFA who have
passed away before our first Michigan Book was printed.

Bob Daniels - Fife Lake

Helen Gross - Saline

Bill Bigford, Sr. - Portland
Irma Mattison - Smyrna

Brian Belleau - Sugar Island
Earl Churchill - Marshall

Elton Field - Deford

Nicholas Bailey - Brethren
Clarence Carney - East Jordan
Arthur Boismier - Port Huron
Jack Furtaw - Bay City

Ken Staines - Sheridan
Clarence Gilchrist - Otter Lake
Leon Pease - Charlevoix

Bob Keller - Harbor Springs

All of them are remembered with love and affection for
their contributions and friendship.



THE BEGINNING OF OMFA AS TOLD BY PAUL GIFFORD

Although other states had fiddler's associations and series
of contests, Michigan had nothing of the sort except for the
Original Dulcimer Plﬂgn‘ers Club. At these meetings and the
funfests at Evart, which began in 1973, fiddlers, banjo players,
and other musicians w/uuld come and play, but that was it.
Bluegrass festivals were beginning te be organized but they
were about something élse. | vanted something in Michigan to
happen.

I think it is fair j.o say that | got the idea to start the
jamborees. | had attended events for fiddlers in other states
and in Canada beginning in 1971. Most of these--virtually all--
were contests. What | liked about these mostly were the
informal jam sessions ar warm-up sessions before and after the
contestants competed, but these had their disadvantanges. Some
fiddlers would come, play 2 or 3 tunes and leave. Others were
too shy to play or disi‘nclined to perform. Contests also have
the disadvantage of allowing only 2 or 3 types of tunes as well
as promoting one parti“cular style, as has happened in Canada.
What | thought was needed was an event which was participant-,
rather than performer—-oriented.

| thought of other names to describe the kind of events
which | had envisioned, such as T“gathering,” “festivals,’
"meeting,” and others, but fixed on "jamberee™ | don't know
what the origin of the word “jamboree” is, bul it had a vague
meaning that had the r\ight ring to it. The “fiddlers’ jamboree”
only 2 short years later has acquired a meaning and definition
which at the time was waiting for them.

| think | thought of the basic format, which has remained
with us. For the first jamboree, jam sessions were scheduled
from 1 until 8 o'clocl‘k and an “old-fashioned™ dance from 8§
o'clock on. Each fiddley would play 3 tunes until all had played.
At that peint the struclured part of the program would loosen so
that informal jam sesejl:ions would take place. The format was
thus similar to that of the Original Dulcimer Players Club. At
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that time, in 1976, | was secretary to the ODPC and had the
mailing list. About 20 fiddlers were on that mailing list, and |
developed a mailing ﬂist of fiddlers from peaple | had met or had
heard of. | was good friends with Bob Fleck and Jane Allison of
¥illiamston at that time, and they were forming plans to make a
movie about the music. | thought that Sheridan would be a good
central location for a get-together and went over there and
looked up the late Ken Staines. | suggested the Upper
¥Vickerville Hall, and | investigated that. Later he got use of the
high school.

The first jambor"'ee was held on May 29, 1976. It was a
success and was enjoyed by all. Organizing it was & cooperative
effort and credit for its success should be shared by all of those
participating as well as those organizing. Bob and Jane made
the posters and mailjed them to about 20 or 30 people, sending
more to Ken for local publicity. Ken did the leg work in getting
the hall. Gene and Eﬁ:ther Cox manned the registration desk and
handled the donatigns. | was the emcee. Participants
{performers) were Fr‘\'ank Mattison, Cloise and Harley Sinclair,
Stewart Carmichael, Matt Brown Sr. & Jr., Ken Ellsworth, Bill
¥hite, Bill Bigford, giob Spinner, Ralph Schuster, Bill Webster,
Merrit Olsen, Fred Elton, Jim Herald,;Gene Belgraph, and a few
others | wish | could remember. STt

The next jamborees were held, as far as my records atlow,
on the following dates: October 16, 1976 at Elk Rapids;
November 20, 1976 at Hillman; January 29, 1977 at Harbor
Springs; and February 19, 1977 at Alma. The local organizers
were, respectively: ?)oh Spinner, Nellie Elsner, Dan and Sherrie
Johnston, and Ken Ellsworth. Having worked at Mackinac Island
in the summers of 1975 and 1976, | had met interested peaple in
Harbher Springs and Hiliman.

In 1977 and 1378 Bob Fleck and Jane Allison teok on most ef
the responsibilities for the jamborees as they became more
involved in the production of their film. In those years we had
jamborees at Aura, Webberville, Romeo, FPort Hope, Berrien
Springs, and Harriettg. | have tapes of most of them.



The Michigan Fiddlers Association was “formed™ at the end
of 1976. We {Bob and Jane, Bill White and | forming the core
group) felt that as local newspaper reporters and others
wondered, a group should bear respensibility for the jamboree.
People needed an official-sounding organization to see what was
behind the jamborees. However, it was an organization in name
only, although it did consist of a continually growing mailing
tist. Reporters would refer to Bob as “president™ of the MFA
because he acted as emcee and spokesman. There were no
officers, however.

Bob Fleck and Jane Allison deserve & great deal of credit for
the time they spent in organizing the jamborees. As anyone who
has erganized one knows, it involves a lot.

Problems arose in 1979 when impetus for having them
waned. Bob and Jane had sole responsibility by then for deciding
when and where to have one. | think they were getting tired of
the work inveolved. One can also have too much of a good thing. |
know that when | returned from a 3-month sojourn in Californis
in March, 1980, problems were brewing. There were 2 groups:
The Michigan Fiddlers Association and the Original Michigan
Fiddlers” Association.

At this point | became less involved with the jamborees.
The responsibilities for organizing them were spread out among
many different people. There is plenty of room in the state for
several groups. Everyene gets along fine now. That is the way
it should be.

Just this summer | met an 18-year ald who has been playing
the fiddie for a couple of years. It seems that the jamborees he
has attended inspired him to learn, and he has learned tunes
from the older fiddlers there. He doesn't know or probably care
how the jamborees started. That's realiy as it should be. For
history sake it is nice to know how something originated, but
for the sake of traditional music and its circulation it is better
merely to know that something alone exists. Music that many
people considered dead 10 years ago is now prospering and doing
well.
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ELLA ARNOLD

| was born on & farm just ocutside the town of Armada,
Michigan in 1892, and have lived at the same address in Romeso
for over 60 years. However, after my heart attack in 1983, | am
living with my daughter and her husband, Helena and Tony Galan,
who live also in Romeo.

My grandfather bought a pump organ for my mother. When |
was about 5 years old, | would reach up and play up and down
the keys, but because | was so short, it was difficult te reach
the pedals. We traveled from the farm to Armada for the band
concerts. ! would listen carefully and then go home and play
with the keys until | got the piece. A neighbor girl taught me
some notes. She and | would dress up and play a duet for her
grandparents. Mostly | relied on my ability to pick up new tunes
from the radic and from other musicians with whom | played. My
husbhand of 50 years (died 1968} played the violin and sax and
liked the aperatic type of music. He wanted me to take lessons,
so | did for a short while to please him. | preferred the bright
and peppy music which | continued to play.

My first professional playing job was in Almont, Michigan
setting the mood for the audience for silewt movies; then for a
theatre in Pontiac, Michigan where | learned to play the quick
movements; next at Romeo Place Theatre (19 years) until the
“talkies” came in the 1930’s. | also worked during the daytime
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at local stores. | have played the Calliope in parades in the late
70°'s and for a dedic@tion of a new hospital wing in Romeo. |
have played the pianp everywhere | went -- restaurants where
we would stop, one in Houghton Lake, and a favorite nightstop at
Lake City where | am always asked to play, wedding receptions,
parties of all kinds{incliuding class reuniens), churches, nursing
homes, OMFA jamborees, organizations like the VFW and the
Eastern Star where | received an Honorary Lifetime membership
after playing for them 20 years.

| play anytime | get the chance. Music is the mainstay of my
life. Music keeps me going. ['ve played on some miserable
pianos, maybe a cracﬂed soundboard and many times | have had to
skip an octave because of the condition of the instrument. My
grandson recently gt;ve me an antique orgar like the one |
learned on. After Bt‘ years of tickling the ivories and with a
repertoire of 1,000 songs ranging from ragtime te waltzes, I'm

going to keep right on‘ playing as long as | can.

36 3 I I I K I € *
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medicine.
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FRANK MATTISON

Frank is our oldest living fiddier in OMFA and is presently
92 years old. He is a native of Columbus, Ohio, but grew up in
the Cadillac area. His wife, irma, just passed away several
years ago. She was also musical end played saxophone and
clarinet regularly in Frank's band. They had 3 children (2
daughters and 1 son), but lost the son as a young man. Both
daughters are musical.

Frank's life has always been a musical one. Evergone he
knew as a boy was a fiddler as were his neighbors. His uncles
were show peopie and he was practically trained by them since
he was a child. He has been a teacher of music since he was 17
and taught all band and orchestra instruments, but didn't teach
guitar until about 4 years ago. As a Yyoung man he made his
living touring vaudeville theaters in Cadillac. He is a member of
the Grand Rapids Symphonette. He has owned 30-60 violins
during his career and none can compare with the Wurlitzer with
its clear sound and “carrying quality.”™ His prize violin is
special because of its rare [talian mountain-grown Balsam Fir
tep. He has & special style of fiddiing which he coined as
"Michigan Style™ to distinguish it from| the country style
fiddling.

OMFA is proud to have him as an honary member of the
assaciation. He is still going strong in pu}suit of his musical
interests.
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ROBERT & CHARLOTTE
SHOUSE

Bob was born in Owsley County, Kentucky in 1935. He has
been employed at Highland Precision Controls, Numatics Inc. for
20 years, the last 7 years in supervision. He and Charlotte have
3 children, twin dauq‘mters and a son who also plays guitar and
bass. He has 6 brothers and 4 sisters and all but 2 play or sing.

Bob started playing a quitar at age 6 or 7 by ear, using a
borrowed guitar, finally traded a motorcycle for an old “Gibson™.
Then ahout 10 years ago, with some assistance from Lee Kaines
and Gene Ward, he started calling for square dances. He plays
and calls reqularly at the Fenton Community Center and at
Pontiac, Waterford, and for drop-in centers for senior centers.
tie is also learning to play the fiddle.

They have been members of OMFA for about 3 years.

36 I I I WA H X
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aeve & happy frame af ming.
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HERB & CECELIA {CURLY)
WILES

Herb was born in Detroil, Michigan in 1921. He worked 5
years as a dairy farmer and alsc worked 30 years with the Ford
Motor Company and is now retired.

He and his wife, Cecelia, have been married for 44 years
and raised 3 children (2 sons and a daughter).

Herb started playing the violin at age 12. When he was 18
years old, he learned the guitar. Then at age 25 he started with
the piano and now also plays the banjo. His molher and father
were great dancers and his father step danced and played chords
on the piano.

~They have been members of the OMFA for about 3 years. He
has played for dances and weddings, and also played with a
4-piece band for 30 years.

% JE 36 3 3% I *

Erilicism is samelhing we con sveid easiiy--Lif seying
nelhing. deing palhing, and haing nathing. = Arigtetle



-15

RALPH & ROSALINE
SCHUSTER

Ralph was bern in Grand Traverse County in 1907. He was a
farmer and worked at Kingsley Coop. He and his wife, Rosaline,
have 2 children {Joe and Anita).

His father played the mouth organ and sang and all his
sisters sang. Ralph plays by ear. He plays the mouth organ,
fiddle, tenor banjo, mandolin and chords en the piano. He plays
at Summit City Gran,jl Hall, Sherens Hall and for house parties.

He is a charter member of OMFA.

R. DANIEL & SHERRY
JOHNSTON, ¥

Danny was born in Harbor Springs in 1940. He has always
worked in the Harbor Springs area as a carpenter. Danny and
Sherry have 2 sons. l‘\1usic has been a great part of their lives.

Danny started playing the fiddle in his 20's. He took some
piano lesens when he/ was 13. They have been members of OMFA
from its beginning.
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LEE & DORIS
SLOAN

| was born in Milan, Tennesee in 1916, | was the fifth in a
family of 7 children {6 boys and 1 girl). We were a musical
family. Each family member played one or more instruments and
had varied musical talents. My dad was the best fiddler | have
ever heard. If | ever sneaked his fiddle, he always seemed to
know even when | was very careful to return it exactly as |
found it. ) still have my dad’s fiddle.

I started on the banjo at age 6 or 7. Then at age 10-12, |
started on the guitar and fiddle. | also play the mandolin and
bass. | had some music lessons, but soon found it was more fun
to play by ear.

My main occupation was a die maker for Tishken Products in
Southfield. | retired from there in 1981 after 28 years of
service. Previous to that, | warked for Lockheed, Emerson
Electric, and McDonell Aireraft.

! married Doris Rea of Belfast, lreland. We met in lreland
during World War |I. She was working as a hostess for the
American Red Cross. She was a very good dancer and the most
attractive of all the hostesses. We were married in ireland in
1944 ! was a technician for Leckheed who was under
government coniract. We technicians lived with the service
men, but weren't considered military. Doris and | have 4
children {2 boys and 2 girls) and have 2 granddaughters.

| joined OMFA about 2 years ago after attending my first
jomboree at Ortonville. Presently i am serving as a Director for
the Association.



ROBERT & GERTRUDE
YIPOND

| was born in Kalkaska County in 1918. | was an only child.
| have been married to Gertrude Nalff for 43 years, and we have
3 sons. We have 6 grandchildren; our eldest is in college
majoring in music.

| worked 10 years at Pontiac Motors, and then serving in the
Second World War. : returned and was employed for 33 years on
the County Road Commission, retiring in 1980.

I've always been interested in music. | had my first guitar
when | was 14. | played pieno for dances in South Boardman
when | was 18. For the past 32 years | have played banjo, guitar
and bass guitar in our local church.

Gertrude and | have belonged to OMFA for 2 years, and we
enjoy the music and fellowship.

It is recorded in our family history that Isaac Yipond was a
song leader and John Vipond played his bass fiddle at the Wyman
Memorial United Chulch of Canada (1847) at Vandruil, Quebec.
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JASPER & MARY
WARNER

Jasper was born in 1917 and Mary born in 1918 in
Charlevoix, Michigan. Jasper was a truck dr(iver for 5 years and
farmed for 33 years. He also worked for Burns Security at Big
Rack Nuclear Plant and retired in 1980. Mary was a housewife
and also worked 18 years at a summer resort. They have 4
children, 11 grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild.

Jasper started to piay hanjo at dances at age 12 and went on
to play guitar, fiddle and piano. Mary plage-{ clarinet in band for
4 years and started chording on piano after they were married in
1936. Jasper's mother was a violin playerjnd several others in
the family played other instruments. Mary's mother played piano
and loved to sing and so does Mary.

Both Jasper and Mary play by ear and have played at the
Masonic Temple in Torch Lake for 15 years. They play at grange
dances and have done and still do many benefits. They have
been members of DMFA since it was first started.
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WALTER (PETE)
KELLER

| was born in Cross Village, Michigan in 1926, | have been a
woodsman and saw Mnin worker since | was 16 years old {1942).
| am now a self-employed repairman and semi-retired.

My dad and his 3 brothers were woodsmen and all played the
violin. My wife's father and her 2 brothers were musicians, and
we played for dances together from 1942 to 1955.. | iearned to
second on the organ when | was 8 or 10 and played the mandolin
and guitar at dancej:. | came from a musical femily and was
around when radio was still young in our part of the country.
Everyone that could mhade their own music. | read music for the
piano {self-taught), but play most everything else by ear. I've
played for dances wilth 5 or 6 different bands from Charleveix to
the west and Posen on the east to towns in the Il P.

| joined OMFA in 1984 and attended my first jamboree in Elk
Rapids. I've been pl%ﬂying with the Countryside Band at Cross
Village for the past 7 years.
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LORETTA W. JACOBS

| was born in Bellaire, Michigan in 1918. My parents were
farmers. My dad and mother both taught school before they were
married. My dad played the fiddle and mother played the piano. |
have a brother and a sister, hoth living in the northern part of
Michigan. My husband and | had 4 children. All of them are
talented musicians. My husband passed way about 6 years ago
after 40 years together. I have 5 grandchildren and 2
step-grandchildren. Two of the children are exceptionally
talented in the music line and are professional musicians.
| can’t remember beginning to play the piano. My mother was
my first teacher. [ played the vielin for 3 years. The first
music | studied was classical or semi-classical. After | was 30
years oid, { started playing Jazz/Dixieland. When | was taking
lessons and tried to improvise, my mother would correct me
saying, "That's not the way it is written, go back and play it
properly.” We had a traditional dixie band in our family for 7
years. | have enjoyed playing for the fiddlers, jamborees and at
parties. 1 am currently playing piano tuLaccompang a gospel
quartet, "The Messengers of Melody~, and we are having a record
pressed this spring.
| have had various jobs. | worked as a secretary from MSU
to Bellaire from 1958-1979. | taught school in Antrim County
{mainly Elk Rapids} and Grand Traverse County. In the last 3
years | have substituted teaching in Kent County.
| joined OMFA in 1982
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CHARLES & MARY GRACE
WILCOX, JR.

Both Charles and Mary Grace were born in Bay City, Michigan,
Charles in 1928 and Mary Grace in 1930 They have 4 children (3
girls & 1 boy).

They both started playing spoons, tamboreen and drums
about 40 years ago. They have belonged to GMFA for about 3
years.

HENRY & ELEANOR
FOCHTMAN

| was born in 1917 as the only child of Anthony and Emma
Fochtman. My first wife, Helen, died and | have since remarried
to Eleanor Thompson. | had 3 children. | worked as a farmer and
also worked at the Penn Dixie Cement Plant..

| started calling? for square dances at grange halls, wedding
parties, and family gatherings at age I I have been a member
of OMFA for about 3 qears
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MARY A HANSON

I was born in 1949 about 3 miles north of Rockford,
Michigan in the backseat of 8 "36 Dodge. The very first place |
ever went was the Rockford State Police Post. After that
auspicious beginning, | lived near Ensley Center for almost a
year. | grew up at my parents’ present home just east of Cedar
Springs. Wwe didn't actually live on a farm, but since my
grandmother’'s farm was just over the hill and my father farmed
it for her in his "spare” time, we might just as well have. |
attended Cedar Springs Public Schools from Kindergarten - 12th
grade. when | was in the 4th grade, | started playing clarinet in
the band. | switched to bass clarinet when I was in 8th grade,
and later, in the 12th grade, | also played tenor saxophone. f
never had private lessons for the band instruments, just group
instructions. I'm really a piano player though. | took classical
piano lessons Tor 7 years, beginning when | was 7. | also spent
1 year learning to play popular music. During that time, my
father also taught me fo play chords on the piano while he
played trumpet or fiddle. | learned to 'Dlzu' the fiddlie when |
was in college, but it was another 10 years before anyone could
stand to listen to it. About 6 years ago, | bought a tenor banjo
and learned to play it. | also play the trombone, but not much in
public--just cemeteries on Memorial Day. | inherited several of
my instruments--my fiddle was Grandpa Hahson‘s; my piano was
Grandma Hanson's; and my trombone was my brother, Karl's.

| come from a very musical family. My grandparents, Nels
and ftatie Hanson, played to dances around Newaygo county for
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years. Grandpa p]age{ed the fiddle and Grandma played the piano.
My father, Nels J. Harllson, started playing to Grange dances yhen
he was 13 He has played for dances since then in the
Croton-Hardy area aqd near Cedar Springs, Sparta, Rockford, and
Greenvilie with varipus groups. He plays the fiddle, trumpet,
piance, and drums, anYd he occasionally calls square dances. He
met my mother, Beatq"ice, who plays drums, while they were both
in the Ensley Towrﬁship Band. A1l 3 of my brothers play
instruments. My older brother, John, plays trumpet and tenor
saxophone; Warren, the youngest plays tenor saxophone and
piano; and Karl, whqx was killed in an aute accident in 1970,
played tombone and piano. All of us play drums. Warren also
calls square dances. We have played for dances at Ensley Grange
for over 20 years. \"Ie also play for other dances around Cedar
Springs, Sand Lake, Sparta, Trufant and that general area.

While | was in college, | had varicus jobs--warehouseman,
yardman, waitress, things of that sort. After graduating from
Grand Rapids Jr. qullege and Central Michigan University, |
taught foereign lang}uages for 1 year at Dundee Community
Schools. | decided that teaching was not the life for me, so |
went to Western Michigan University and earned a master’s
degree in Library Science in 1975. Since then, | have worked as
@ librarian. | worked briefly at the Kent County Library System
as a substitute librarian. | am now a certified medical librarian
and have vorked |‘:t Saint Mary's Hospital Library since
December, 1975. | have been the head librarian since 1977,

| have been a mémher of OMFA since 1983 and am presently
the Editor/Coordinator for the OMFA Newsletter. Since I've
joined OMFA, my fiddling has improved greatly. I've also begun
to play more by ear, but usually memorize tunes from the music.
i especially tike to play eld-time jigé( and reels on the fiddle.

For the banjo, I'm partial te “riverboat™ music.



-24

RIBY & WILLABELLE
HOLMES

| was born in 1917 in Harrisville, Michigan. There were 7
children in our family (5 boys and 2 giris). My mother played the
piano; father played the fiddle and banjo; a brother is a caller
and another a good fiddler. | play the piano and in my teens
played at house party square dances. | took some piano lessons,
but play mostly by ear.

| met my wife, Willabelle {(Liliywhite), on a double date. We
went dancing and have been dancing (she is the best) together
for the past 43 years. We have a daughter and 2 grandchildren.
Her family presently lives in E]1 Paso, Texas.

| learned the calls and movements for square dancing while
playing at house parties. | called and started teaching in
Fowlerville in 1940 and have been doing it ever since. When
square dancing was the craze in the 50°'s and 60's, | taught
classes of youngsters, teenagers and adults for the Village
Recreation Department. One summer | had 189 students
participating.

In 1949 the Colonial Club was organized and has been very
active and still going strong, although there has been almost a
complete turnover of members. My wife and | still belong. |
have taught 8 other people the rudiments of square dance
calling. At the present time Willie apd | call for senior
citizens at the Howell Recreation Center. We have 3-4 sets the
first and third Monday afternoons of the fall and winter months.
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| graduated from MSU as an agricultural teacher in 1940 and
bhegan teaching in Fo*‘ﬁlerville the same year. With time out for
military service, | have worked in Fowlerville all my life as a
teacher, farm elevuf:.or owner/operator, and in real estate and
insurance. | retired from teaching in 1980 and from real estate
and insurance in 1982

¥e have belungéd to OMFA for the past 2 years and are
enjoying the fellowsﬁip immensely.

ELOYD & LETTIE FOX

| was born in Detroit in 1919 and worked in the Air Force
and for Chrysier. | am now retired. My wife, Lettie, and | have
3 children.

My father played piano and organ. +19 first love is the banjo
which | play by ear. || play whenever and wherever | can. | have
belonged to OMFA about 3 years.

36 3 3 ¥ ¥ I X ¥
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DELORES PEASE

| was born in Bay Shore, Michigan in 1926 to Georgia and
Arthur Burnett. They owned and operated a grocery store in Bay
Shore. My mother passed away in 1938 and my father in 1945,
leaving 7 children. | married Leon L. Pease in 1942. %e had 3
children, a girl in Kentucky, 1 son in the Cheboygan area and 1
son in Charlevoix. My husband passed way in 1983. | have 5
grandchildren.

| worked for Michigan Bell Telephone Compnay in Petoskey
as an operator/supervisor, temporary management and clerical,
and also 5 years in engineering. | retired in 1982 with 34-1/2
years of service.

| played piano as a little girl, also played the flute in high
school. My family were all musical and | now play for dances
arocund Charlevoix and Peteskey areas, and also at the jamborees.
| have been a member of OMFA for about 4 years.

3 3 % ¥

Feelry withavl music may he beaulifyl, hut music gives
peelry wings snd elevales il jnio seng. ThHe! meyhe our
regsan rar aur Iove for seng: It h8s wings and Jifls us.
with proper soeng. Ft is & pouriskhing. spiritper
experience. -~ Henry Fard
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GLEN & SUSAN
MCCARTY

Glen was born in 1942 in Ethel, Missouri. He and his wife
are owners of the Gtate Line Saw and Supply in Menominee,
Michigan. They have a son and a daughter. Their son, Scott, is a
guitar player and also a drummer for Raygo Brothers Band in
Marinetie, Wisconsin,

Glen started playing guitar at age 12 and started playing
fiddle at age 42. He also plays trumpet, trumbone and bass
guitar. He got st&rted by listening te Grand Ole Opry on
Saturday nights. He‘ later played in couniry and sgquare dance
bands in Missouri and Kansas. After moving e Michigan he
founded a country band and played to dances and rodecs. He had
a successful 5-piece band for 13 years.

He and his wife work as a duo on weekends and are members
of the American Federation Musicians Local 205 at Green Bay,
Wisconsin. They are also members of the Twin City Squares.
Just recently they joined OMFA.

3 3 3 3 3% * ¥ X

F idd}iny is ope of the Few musicai farms thatl cennal he
teught. Il con J‘?e demansirated ond 77 the polenitisl
Fiddler' has lalenl, he com Josgrn 2o ploy -~
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KARL & SUSAN
HEILMAN

| was born in 1899 in Cheboygan County, Michigan. My Tather
homesteaded in Cheboygan area in 1876. | married in 1923 and
we raised 2 sons. My first wife passed away in 1979 and |
married again in 1983.

| was an electrician and contractor, licensed in Cheboygan.
| worked from Detroit to Sault Ste. Marie since 1917 to 1975
when | retired.

| started playing a mouth organ when | was 10 years old and
started playing the fiddle when | was 12. ) took some lessons,

but play mostly by ear. 1 played for dances all over the
Chehoygan area. | joined OMFA in 1984.

.BILL & ALICE
ALDRICH
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BRIAN BELLEAU

Brian was born il"l 1950 and died unexpectably in 1984. His
father and mother are Cletus and Mary Belleau who live on Sugar
Island, Michigan. He has 3 brothers and 3 sisters.

He worked for tm% Eastern U. P. Transportation Authority as
a deckhand on the Sugar Island Ferry.

Brian's grandfathﬁr influenced him on the fiddle at an early
age along with other musicians on Sugar Island. Brian began
playing the church organ at age 14 and began the guitar and
fiddle at age 15. He also played the piano, mandolin and
accordion. Brian began his career with music lessons for the
organ. He played otne)r instruments by ear. The people have said
that he had a “perfect ear™ for music.

Brian played for dances in the U. P_ and Canada. He played at
the Aura, East Jordan and Sault Ste. Marie jamborees. He played
many sessions in eastern U. P. schools for Consolidated
Community Schools Services. Brian helped initiate cld-time
square dancing for grade school children in § eastern U. P.
schools.

He was a member of OMFA and will be sadiy missed by all
who knew him.

€ 3 ¥ € € % € ¥

FIDDLE. . An insirument 1o lickle (fhe fumah ea&r Ly
riction or g harse’s (i an the entrails ofr & cal.”
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BOB & PEARL
DANIELS

Bob and Pearl have lived in the Fife Lake area most of their
lives. Bob was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, but his mother
moved to Michigan when he was 6 months old. He never knew his
dad. He had 6 half brothers. Pearl was born in the Fife Lake
area. When she was 6 years old, she lost her mother. She had 3
brothers.

Pesart first knew Bob when he was about 13. They started
dating when Bob began working at the CC Camp as a young man.
They married young and have always shown a special affection
for each other even as the years passed. They have 3 sons and
many grandchildren.

Bob was a trucker for a long time and worked for Parker
Motor Freight and Truck Line. Then, he later went into his own
business as an excavator. Besides working at home, Pear) did
house cleaning and cooked at the school for 10 years.

Bob’s interest in music started with his step dad who played
the fiddle. When he was about 10 or 12, he started playing the
guitar and learned to play the banjo, mouth organ, and could
chord on the piane. He also developed & good singing voice. He
played totally by ear. He played for dances regularly, and
always had time for jam sessions with music at his home or
wherever he went.

The first jamboree they ever attended‘was at Cassopolis in
1979, Bob served as a Director for OMFA, beginning his second
term until his sudden death in June, 1985. No one was loved
more than "Big Bob™ and his wife, Pearl. They had friends
everywhere. He left his mark with us, and he won't be forgotten.
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JIM & TERESA (sister)
BOYNTON

| was born in 5t. Ignace, Michigan in 1967. During the
summer | work at the local St. Ignace Museum and at the
Mackinac Island Museum:.

| come from a musical family; my mom plays the guitar and
piano; my sisters pl‘pg the piano; and my dad sings. An uncle
who plays the piano and accordion got me interested in music
when he went to the Grand Ole Opry at age 10. | was also
inspired by Helen Ho%kins who has a band in the Lansing area. |
started playing harmonica at age 12 and fiddle and mandolin at
age 16. | have had a few music lessons, but play mostly by ear.

MR./MRS. STANLEY

BROWN




ROLLAND & SHIRLEY
DAUGHTERY

| was born in Cook County, Illineis in 1940, My wife,
Shirley, and | own Ron’s Auto and Wrecker Service in bGaylord.
We have 3 children and a granddaughter.

| was 9 years old when | started playing guitar. 1 play by
ear and play with the Bundy Mountain Jamboree Band. We play at
the grange and for weddings. We joined OMFA about 1 year ago.

DELBERT & ETHEL
COLLINS

Delbert was born in 1910 in Hasterman, West Yirginia. He
worked for General Motors as a model maker.

He and his wife, Ethel, have 3 sons and are a happy family.

Delbert plays by ear and loves to play a‘nd call.
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THE GERMAINE FAMILY




THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER'S HAND

T'was battered and scarred, and the auctioneer
thought it was hardly worth his while to waste much time
with the old violin. But he held it up with a smile.
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“Give me a dol‘llar, and who'll make it two? Only two
dollars, who'll make it three? Three dollars twice and
that's a good price, but who's got a bid for me?"

The air was hot and the people just stood there as
the sun was setting low. Then from the back of the
crowd a gray-haired man came forward and picked up the
bow.

He wiped the dust from the old violin, and he
tightened up the strings. Then he played out a melody,
pure and sweet, sw)a-et as the angels sing.

The music ended and the auctioneer, with a voice
that was quiet and low, said, "What is my bid for the old
violin?" and he held it up with the bow.

"A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two? Only
two thousand, who'll make it thr\e? Three thousand
twice and that's a good price, but who's got a bid for
me?”

And the people called out, "What made the change?
We don't understand.” The auctioneer stopped and said
with a smile, /¢ was the fovch of the master's hand ”

Now many a man with his life out of tune is battered
and scarred with sin. And he's auctioned cheap to a
thankless world, mulh like the old violin.

But then the Master comes and the foolish crowd,
they never understand the worth of a soul or the change
that is brought just by the touch of the Master's hand.
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GEORGE & ANNA
SMITH

George was born in Alden, Michigan in 1914. He worked as a
chief engineer in the electric generating power plant in
Charlevoix for 38 years. He is now retired and living on the
home farm.

Anna, his wife, was a farm girl from East Jordan. They were
married in 1939,

George 1learned te call at house parties arcund the
neighborhood during the depression. He has been a member of
OMFA for about 3 years.

WALT & PEG BAUER

| was born in North Branch, Michigan in 1915, My parents
were farmers and were musically inclined. | have also been a
farmer.

| started playing by ear at age 16. | have been attending
jamborees for about S years.
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HAROLD & YERNA
WIECK

Harold was born in 1913 in Saginaw County, Kochville
Township, Michigan. He has been married to his wife, Verna, for
53 years. They have 3 sons who are all musicians. Allen plays
accordion; Dale plays banjo and Ronald plays saxophone and
clarinet. Ronald and his wife and sons have a family orchestra
and play for dances in(the area.

Harold was a custom thresher, worked for Beutel Canning
Company, Monitor Sugar compseny, General Motors and Consumers
Power Company. He w}urked in electrical repair and retired from
Consumers in 1974,

Harold always liked music. At the age of 8 he started with
a mouth organ. At age 11 he took 24 lessons on the violin and
also played the 2-row accordion. At age 14, he got his first
concertina. He has played for dances the last 60 years in the
Saginaw and Bay counties.

RICK & YEDA
BUFFORD

i
|

|
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FLOYD & THELMA
HILLIKER

| was born on & farm at Onaway, Michigan in 1920 and lived
oen a farm for 20 years. For 30 years | was a postal clerk at the
brand Rapids post office, and in retirement, was a free-lance
writer. | have 3 brothers and a sister. in 1943 | married
Thelma Langley. We have 2 sons and 5 grendchildren.

My interest in music began at about 5 years of age, but |
never took it up seriously until age 16. Mother paid $3.50 for a
guitar from Sears Roebuck. During the WPA days | paid 15 cents
for lessons on the Hawaiian guitar. A local fiddier taught me
Spanish guitar chords. | was away from the guitar for over 40
years, and took it up again a couple of years back. | play by ear
and around 1940 played for dances in the Onaway area. Lately |
have played with the OMFA and with the 01d Timers' Band in
Cedar Springs for senior citizens activities. | have belonged to
DMFA for 3 years. ‘

MR./MRS. TEX
BROWN




DALTON & L AURENE
COE

Dalton was born in 1915 in Lapeer County, Michigan. He
worked in the public schools for 42 years. He was an
administrator for 351 years. The last 17 years before his
retirement in 1977 he was superintendent at Bullock Creek
School in Midland.

His parents were original settlers with his grandparents in
Marathon Township, l_apeer County and Forest Township and
Genesee County. Dalton and his wife, Laurene, have 4 children
and 9 grandchildren.

Dalton learned to glay the harmonica at age § and to chord
on the piano at age 16, He started to fiddle at age 67. He called
for square dances at age 16. He got interested in music at
neighborhood house parties when he was 16 years old. He plays
by ear.

Dalton taught square dancing as an adult education class for
& number of years. He has belonged to DMFA about 5 years.

3 3 3 % % ¥ H

SWING THAT GEIRE BERIND Y8H

LCircle & hends half eravnd.

FPromepalde hack in 8 singie Jine
Baelonce s swing a',lke jedy hekingd you
Das-5-dos

Akl promen&de
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BEN STOCKTON &
MARGARET SARGENT

Ben was born in 1905 in Isabela County, Mt. Pleasant,
Michigan. Ben worked at Dow Chemical Company in General
Service for 40 years.

Ben's father was English and his mother was Scotch and
irish. His parents farmed in Gladwin County. His father worked
as a lumberjack in the winter time. Ben had 2 brothers and 2
sisters. As a young lad around 9 or 10, he worked out for the
summer. His pesy was an old pump organ. He learned some
chords on it and also learned to play the harmonica. When the
young folks came over in the evening, he played for them to
dance and sing. When he was about 18 years old, he bought a
violin. About the age of 22 he started to play the fiddie by ear.

Then, he got married and raised 3 boys and 2 girls. When the
children started in school, they wanted to play music, so Ben
gave up his music time to help them with their music.

Ben didn’t do much with his music until he was 68 years old
and left alone. Then, he picked up his fiddle and started playing
again and repairing violins. By playing second far the old time
fiddlers, he learned many fiddle tunes. Ben has played at house
parties in the Midland area, senior citizen homes and jamberees.
This keeps him busy as a hobby in his old age. Ben plays by ear.

Ben has belonged to OMFA for about 6 years and served as

Yice President for several years.
|
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HENRY W. BORN

| was born in Pigeon, Michigan in 1913 to Rudoiph R. and
Lena Born. [y dad played the violin and accordion for house
dances and aiso played in a band. The first thing | played was a
fife, playing with my dad when he played violin, and 1 learned
many of his tunes. He died in 1927; then | took up his violin. |
started to play the violin at age 14 and started to call for house
dances at age 18. I\ play by ear, having had only 6 months of
lessons at an early age. During my younger days [ played for
many house dances, and when | didn't play, | calied square
dances. | learned ﬂéﬁt of singing calls from a band from Flint
called "Nick and His

| married Mabel Damm in 1934 and we had 6 children - 4
boys and 2 girls. My j)ccupatiun has been farming and dairying.

1 have played gnd called at Indian Trail Riding Club,
veddings, Mew Year's parties and the like. | also started a
square dance team on horseback for the club which [ managed for
23 years. | am a member of OMFA.

jornhuskers.” | thought they were tops.
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Like peetry. O1d Lime Fiddaling sbiiity 7s hard to define,
but pasy to recagnize. -
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| was born in Bay City in 1932. | have a sister and 2
brothers. One brother plays a nice tenor banjo and the other a
mean harmonica. | have been around music and instruments all
my life, because my beloved dad, Ed Geno, was a very good violin
player. | owe everything | am and do to my parents. Although
my dad has been dead 30 years, | miss him as much today as | did
when he left. My dad loved music and passed this love on to me.
It didn’t take long for him to slip out his violin, if he heard a
song he liked or one he wanted to learn. He would listen to it
once and pick up the violin and play it like he had practiced it
for days. [ am so fortunate, for this too he gave to me. Some of
my best loved memories are of Dad and me playing the afternoon
away into evening and losing all track of time with other
musicians who happened to drop by with their instruments.

| took violin lessons in Woodside School in the 6th thru 8th
grades. In Central High School, out of 60 violin students, | held
the *1 seat for 2 years. | play tenor nanjp, guitar and mandolin.
The banjo is my favorite. | play note or ear. My wife says |
would rather play music or hunt than eat. | was 15 years old
when | played my first professional engagement with my dad.

| retired from General Motors at a young age on the 30
years-full retirement plan. Wwe live in Essexville. My mother
now makes her home with us. | have 2 sons and a daughter, and 2
grandchildren. My youngest son is named after his grandfather
and piays tenor and Spanish guitar. [ have also had the pleasure
of playing with the world's best banjo player - Eddie Peabody.



RENE COTE

DAN STOLT

HOWARD & BESSIE

GLOSSOP
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GRACE & WILLIAM
KNAUS

| was born in Lake Township, Huron County, HMichigan in
1919. | was born a twin to Daniel and Grace McCormick. My
twin sister never played any music. | had 5 brothers and 3
sisters. | would play at the organ as long as | can remember,
then my folks bought & piano. | also used to play mouth organ
and accordion. | have a lot of musical relatives-- uncles and
aunts, and my mother used to play organ. My brother was a good
caller. | used to play piano for neighbors ygears ago at town
halls and places. | play by ear.

| married ¥William Knaus 41 years ago. We have a family of 7
children - 5 boys and 2 girls, including twin boys. One twin son
was killed 14 years ago at age 20. ¥e have 8§ grandchildren.

| am a member of OMFA.

L10YD BURNS




THE SPOUSES LAMENT by Opal Miller

We are the wives of the fiddlers

Who make up the jamboree show

And wheqever our men get the calling,
We pack up our gear and we go.

We don't listen to the weatherman.
There doesn’t seem much need,

For when God made plans for music,
He planted hardy Fiddle seed.

Through sun and heat, ice or snow,
We travelj near and far.

For God is our co-pilot

And we are married to a STAR.

At last the evening is over

And we have thoughts of dreams,

But those dreams are too soon shattered
For the Faulmans have made ice cream.

So it will last at least an hour,

And we have had that hope before.

We can already hear the "Wife's Lament.”
Fiddle players call it, "Just One Tune More.”
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CHAUNCEY (CHIP) &
ALICE WALKER

| was born in Yale, Michigan in 1912. My mother was an
opera player at an early age and was known as Aggie Klay.
Mother always wanted me to play the vialin, sc being the oidest
child, she gave me her violin. We lived in the lumber woods at
that time, but she found a violin teacher. At age 12, on Saturday
| rode a horse to town 9 miles with the violin strapped across
the saddle both summer and winter for 2 years. My mother was a
pianist and | have many of her music pieces that she played --
they are very old and fragile. Many pieces such as Grasshoppers
Band, Midnight Fire Alarm and others would be a treat to anyone
who could play this sort of music.

| have worked as a welder at Chevrolet Manufacturing and
at Fisher Body at Flint. Later | went to Los Angeles and worked
in laundries as a power engineer and stayed in that capacity
until | retired in 1977. I'm a member of the National
Association of Power Engineers.

Alice and | have 8 children living - 4 boys and 4 girls. |
have 2 sons who live in California and 1 daughter in Montana.
The rest of the children live in Michigan. We have numerous
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

we are members of OMFA, and | have been serving as a
director on the board.

3 36 % N * *E W
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g, hul Feesn’'? gel you spywhere
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HARRY A. LAYMAN

| was born in Miohﬂ, Michigan in 1922, My dad and mother,
Art and Miliy Lagmaq, played old-time music all their lives. Art
played violin and illy on piano. They played at square dances
and political rallies all over northern Michigan. | had 2 sisters
and 2 brothers. | married Doreen Paquette in 1945, and we have
2 giris and 1 boy, Id grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild. ¥e
have lived in Michig ‘n until 1985. | am retired now and we are
moving to Brooksville, Florida.

| served 3 years and 3 months in the U.S. Army during World
war 1l with 19 months in italy. | have been a factory worker,
well driller, on maintenance for Cheboygan County, and retired
after 11 years at Cheboygan, Otsego, Presgue Isie School
pistrict.

| started playing guitar around age 15 and joined a family
band at age 18. 1 played tenor banjo, and guitar, and am learning
on violin, mandolin, {md harmonica. | used to love listening to
Grand O1d Opry on battery radio as late as { could —- | liked Hank
¥illiams, Hank Snow, Johnny Cash and Eddie Arrnold. 1'm self
taught.

| have played at the Silvertop Gardens in Afton, Biack Lake
Hotel, Buck's, wedmﬁg receptions, house parties, at Ocqueoc
Tower and anywhere [ was. Now | only play at church at Black
River.

EXXXEXX¥

What 7s hidden in 1h¢e sRGW cames rarth in the Lhaw.
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NELSON L. DUNI AP

{ was born at Palms, Michigan in 1915, My father was a
carpenter and barn builder, and an old-time fiddler. He taught
all 9 of us children (6 boys and 3 girls) to play the fiddle and
pump organ. | started to play the fiddle at about 6 or 7 years of
age. | also play banjo, guitar and chord on the pianc. | play by
ear. | learned to call from listening to callers in the 1930°s.

| am married and we have 3 children; 1 son, who is also a
builder, and 2 daughers. Both daughters play piano and organ.
One daughter is & registered surgical nurse and lives in
Minnesota, and the younger one is & homemaker. | worked for
Eaton Manufacturing Co. of Detroit and the U.S. Army. Later |
was a carpenter and builder but was forced to retire in 1979 due
to an uncorrectable eye problem.

| have played music in the Deckerville area and organized
“The Heritage Music Makers of the Thumb of Michigan~ We meet
every Saturday at the Heritage Music Barn about 1 mile east of
Deckerville. ¥e alse sponsor an old-time dance at the
Deckerville Elementary School.
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ALYIN (AL) & DONNA
TURNER

I was born at North Branch, Lapeer County, Michigan in 1920,
and we still live there. | think | was about 5 years old when |
became interestied i'in calling. | used to listen to some old
fellows that called at house parties in our neighborhood.

| worked for Buick in Flint; then spent 5 years in the US.
Air Force, then back to Buick. | worked as a carpenter and in
1950 | started to farm. And I'm still farming.

My wife, Donna, and | have 3 boys and 1 daughter and 8
grandchildren.

| have called for dances in Lapeer, Imlay City, North Branch,
Almont, Marleite ﬂn:\d Mayville. | have been going to OMFA
jamborees for 7 years and have enjoyed them all. We are
members of DMFA.

EARL CHURCHILL

(Ear! passed way in 1985)
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CLOISE SINCLAIR

HARLEY SINCLAIR

BiLL BIGFORD, SR.
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JUDY OSWALD

I was born in Boyne City in 1922. [y father taught me to
chord to accompany him on the violin at age 8. | now play organ,
piano, and accordion, and at one time | played violin with the
school orchestra.

{ married Robert Oswald, and we have been married 38 years.
¥e have 2 children and 1 grandson. | worked for Michigan Bell
Telephone, U. 5. Nawy (operating room technician), Cheboygan
area schools and county clerk’s office. Both my husband and |
are retired and enjoying our retirement. My husband retired
from Proctor and GﬁnHDle Company.

My father's family all played string instruments, so | was
exposed to music fro[m birth. 1 had¢ some violin tessons, but the
rest was self taughtl. | played at the grange square dances at
Kalkaska. | am a member of OMFA.

FRANCES GEIGER
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MR./MRS.7 NEIL
TUCKER

MR./MRS. NEWTON
MILLER
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DANIEL & RUTH
HENDERSON

| was born in w~'est Union, West Virginia in 1927. When |
was O years old, | learned to play the five-string banjo; at 6
years an old guitar; at 9 years, an old mandolin, and at 10 years
an old tenor banjo-tenor guitar, all by ear. My father and mother
played fiddle and banjo, and my brother played guitar.

| have worked ip road construction and maintenance as an
equipment operator and foreman as well as sign painter and in
commercial art. | m‘arried my wife, Ruth, in 1949, and we have
3 daughters.

| have played far dances in West Virginia, Ohie, Kentucky,
Washinglon, Japan, and Michigan. | am a member of OMFA.

CALYIN GOSSAGE
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ELLA JEAN LIBBY

I was born in 1929 in Benton Harbor, Michigan. My father
vwas Lyle M. Kinser (deceased). My mother and stepfather, John
and Goldie Klapotic, live at Houghten Lake and Punta Gorda,
Florida. ™y brother, Morris Kinser, lives in Michigan Center. |
was married in 1947 to William F. (Poodie) Belanger. W¥e had 9
children and one son plays lead guitar. One son drowned in 1972
at age 21. My husband died in 1965 and | later remarried Jack
Libby from Sault Ste. Marie. We now live at Orchard Lake, but
have a hunting trailer southwest of Rogers City at Hawks.

| started playing guitar at age 15. | have always listened to
county and western, "hilibilly~, bluegrass, and square dance or
fiddie music. | play by ear, but can read notes. [ have played
around the “Soo” bars, lodges, grange halls and house parties. |
am a member of OMFA. ‘
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T'wo heed 7edies cross over and by M.‘f gentiemen stand.
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WILBUR C. BRANCH

| was born in Dilwaglac Michigan in 1916, | am the oldest
of 4 children. | hﬁUE‘ 3 sisters and my parents are still living. |
have worked as a tﬂ‘ank truck salesman of Petroleum Products,
at Otsego Public Scﬁuuls and at various sales. Presently | am
retired, but working part-time for Remic Corporation of Elkhart,
indiana.

I started plaglng violin when in elementary school and
started calling in | my mid-teens. | attended neighborhoed
dances with my parents. | learned to play several instruments
as back-up, which included violin as lead, guitar, banjo, bass
viol and piano. | took 48 lessons on the violin and the other
instruments | play b H ear. For about 10 years { played and called
at the Masonic Temple in Otsego. | have been an OMFA member
for about 3 years.

LEONARD GUILLETT
FAMILY
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CHARLES (FREDDY)
FURTAW

Freddy was born in 1911 in Linwood, Michigan to Alfred and
Mary Furtow, the fifth of 7 sons. His father played violin and
his mother played guitar. Four of the sons played instruments.
His brother, Jack, started playing the violin by ear at age 6 and
was well known in the area. Freddy started playing the banjo at
the age of 20 and was playing for dances in the area at age 21.
He started playing guitar about 10 years later and has been
playing at dances throughout the area ever since. He has played
at the Bay County Jamboree each time it was held. He was a
self-taught musician.

In 1984 he married Maybelle Stasinski.

ELDON & 1 OU
HOUGHTALING
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LEATHA R. NEAYES

| was born at Vassar, fichigan in 1911. | was married to
Edgar L. Neaves, no'J‘v deceased. 1| have 2 daughters {Alice and
Carol), 5 grandchildren, and &6 great grandchildren. Besides
being a housewife in\ Columbiaville, | worked as a yeaver in the
Columbiaville Woolen Co., Willow Run Bomber Teacher Governor
Test Operator, and Store Manager for Kinney Dairy at Bay City.

I have always loved music and dancing, and Started calling
for square dances ﬂi age 68. | have called at Harrison Senior
Citizen Center, jamborees at Harrison and Beaverton, senior
citizens at Farwelil, and senior citizens at Cadillac. | am a
member of OMFA.

| was involved ip a serious car accident several years ago
and am now paralyzed from the waist down, and have been unable
to do any calling or dancing ever since. My heart is still with
the music and when| possible, | attend jamborees and enjoy
watching, listening apd visiting with friends.

(when Leatha useid to dance, we always loved to watch her
shake to the tune of 7Alley Cat.")

I IE WX XXX

His thaughts were siaw, his Wards weare 1ew, 8nd never
rarmed te giisten., Bul he was & jay (e 877 his Friends.
You should heve hesrd him Iisten. r-Wayne Neckey
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ROLAND & HATTIE
KLOHA

Roland was born in 1912 in Bay County, Michigan. He drove
truck and farmed all his life. He drove milk truck for 38 years,
operating 3 milk routes for some years. After retiring from
milk hauling and farming in 1967, he drove transport truck,
owning his own tractor. He transported chemicals from Dow
Chemical Company in Midland to the Midwestern states, going as
far south as Kentucky and east as far as Rochester, New York and
also to Maryland.

Roland started calling. square dances at age 18 in local
dance halls and house parties. He has been calling for more than
55 years. He has been a reqular caller at the Bay County
Fairgrounds Canteen for the last 20 years.

Hattie was born in 1913 in Bay County. Her parents, George
and Minnie Schmidt, had a dairy farm in Frankenlust Township at
the present site of Bay Valley. A wouds‘ used to be where the
Bay Valley Inn now stands.

Music was always a big part of the home life. Her father
played the fiddle and zither. He would have loved to have taken
part in the jamborees. As & young map, her father and his
brothers played for area dances. He kept up his music all his
life. He played by ear.

Hattie taught scheel for 23 years in Bay and Saginaw
Counties. She has been Music Festivel Accompanist. She plays
the piano both by ear and note. Hattie ha; taught square dances
in the middle grades. She enjoyed teaching music in her
classroom.
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For the past @ years, Roland and Hattie have been President
and Secretary of the Bay County Senior Citizens. They are in
charge of Tuesday afternoon dances the year round and Friday
afternoon dances from October through May. They are also the
local organizers for the jamboree at Bay City. They alsc had
charge of the spirited jamboree at the Winter Carnival in
January, 1984.

They sponsored'\ 2 fiddiers jamborees in Bay City before
OMFA was orgam‘zed1 Bob Fleck and Jane Allison were present at
these jamborees. They remember having 24 square sets on the
floor at one time at the first jamboree. The jamborees have
always been well a‘ttended. They have been members of OMFA
since it was first arganized.

The Klohas have 3 children and 15 grandchildren and 2
greal grand children.

NORM & WANETA
WEBER

| was born in New Salem, Michigan in 1915, | worked at the
Corduroy Rubber Company and did farming. | retired in 1977,

| started playing| the fiddle when | was 12 years old. My
father played fiddle for dances and 2 brothers played piano at
dances. My youngest son, Peter, just started playing his
granddad’s fiddie. | play by ear and just recently learned to read
simple music. Waneta plays guitar and is learning other
instruments. We are ﬁnemhers of OMFA.
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CLIFFORD W. COE

| was born at Otter Lake, Michigan in 1913 | have 1 living
brother who plays violin and calls at the OMFA jamborees. Also,
I have 1 sister whe with her husband, Dewey Jones, are active in
modern square dancing. She enjoys old-time music and often
attends the OMFA jam sessions and dances.

During the depression years of the early thirties, we had a
family living near us who played various instruments. Most of
them could play the violin. | did learn a few tunes from them.
Then for many years | was too busy to play much and the various
players moved to other places. At one time | did take 2-3 piano
lessons and can read notes slowly to learn new tunes, but really
play by ear. Several years ago, | began playing the violin again
and try to attend the jam sessions in our local area.

| have been self-employed in the archery business for many
years, especially in the manufacturing of hunting bows.

XX XXEXXEX

“Viglinisis are amazed the rirst time they see a5 many
as [ifty ridgdiers playing (he same tune 8t the same (ime,
no twe playing exactiy alike. yel the anversll effect is
meledic and mast pleasing to the senses. ”

3636 JE 9 I E XX

Admenish yeur rriends in private, praise them in pubiic.



JOHN (JACK) FURTAW

Jack was bern in 1907 in Linwood, Michigan. He died
September 23, 1984, He worked at Bay City Shovels as 8 boring
mill operator. He also worked as a tree trimmer for the City of
Bay City , and he worked Tor the Beutel Canning Company of Bay
City. when Jack wa:% 7 years old, his mother died. That left his
father to bring up the 7 sons.

At 7 years of aJ;e Jack was taught by his dad to play the
violin. For several i;ears, accompanied by his father, he would
entertain the men from the lumber mills as they rode the train
from Linwood to Bay City for their weekiy night out. They aiso
played at Togqing camps. Although Jack could not read a note, he
was an accomplished| fiddler and was much in demand for social
events. His was & musical family. Brother, Fred, plays the
guitar and banjo, and Earl played banjo. W¥ith a few more
musicians, it became the Jack Furtaw Band.

During his working years, he had steady jobs playing
evenings and weeke‘nds at different dance halls thoughout
Michigan. Jack pladed violin, banjo, ukelele and piano. The
violin was his main instrument. After retiring he kept his band
playing for convalesqent homes in the area. Jack's band played
reqularly each week at the Bay City Fairgrounds Canteen for the
Bay County Senior Citizens.

Jack’s 3 daughters are musically inclined and would
accompany him at spécial functions. Shirley sings, Jackie plays
banjo and guitar, and Betty plays hanjo and ukelele.

Jack belonged to the Bay City Federation and Musicians. He
was VY. P. of the union for several years.



-62

MAUDE ANDREWS

Maude was born in 1909 in Elba, Michigan. She has been
married 38 years and has 1 son, 7 grandchildren and 6 great
grandchildren.

¥hen she was 11 years old, she took music lessons. She
plays piano and organ. She also plays by ear.

L
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MARILYN KOBE

iaEaren

Marilyn was born in 1931 in Dayton, ﬂ]hio. She has been in
the insurance business for aimest 20 yeans. She has 5 children
and they all play some instrument, mostly by music training in
school or privately. ?

Marilyn started playing the piano at age 6, the first time
she got near the piano. She plays by ear. She plays
professionally at lounges, private sing-along parties, and
jamborees. She has belosnged to OMFA for about 5 years.
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RICKY TAINTER

| 'was born in Boyne city, Michigan in 1939. | have 5
brothers and sisters and my father is still living. | am married
and my wife, Dawn, and | have 1 daughter. | have worked as a
carpenter, caretaker, pot and pan washer, and church musician.

| became interested in music by listening to the midnight

|

jamborees on the radiju. After high school | started playing the
harmonica, guitar and fiddle. | had a few lessons, but play by

ear.

PETER & JOANA
BERTA

I 'was born in North City, Hllinsis in ‘1915. My wife was born
in Detroit, Michigan in 1918. 1| am retired from Fort Moter
Company as a tool and die maker. Ye have 2 daughters, 4
grandsons, 3 great grandsons and 3 great granddaughters.

(Both Pete and Jm‘ma attend as many of the OHFA jamborees
as possible and tape much of the music played. They are
regulars in the nudit‘sm:e and a welcome sight at all of our

jamborees.}
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MR./MRS. CLARENCE
HOWDEN

We are interested home-town followers from HMidland,
Michigan. After working at Dow Chemical Company for 37 years,
| retired in 1974,

We are not musicians, but sincere foliowers and enjoy the
jamborees. We go to as many as we can. The Tirst one we
attended was in VYassar, then one in Alma, and one in Port Hope
that was held in the old church. The orgenizers were a young
man from Williamston and a young woman from Detroit. We have
enjoyed jamborees ever since.

WILLARD C. JEWELL

| was born in 1917 in St. Joseph, Michigan. | started plsying
guitar, vioelin, and mandolin at age 14. My father played music
by ear, and mother encouraged it. | learned organ and pianc at
age 45. | am married and we have 2 sons who are both musical.
The oldest has 2 children who sing and play. | have playged all
over northern Michigan for dances and other types of
entertainment. | worked as a supervisor in charge of power
plants and maintenance for Consumers Power Company.
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GLEN & ALICE MARTIN

| was born in Tus‘cola County (Yassar), Michigan in1925. My
dad’'s name was Willia‘nm Martin, and he played violin for dances
in and around Michigan. 1 was 9 years old when | became
interested in Iearning, to play the violin, banjo and guitar, and
play by ear. | used tp go with my dad when he would go out to
play, and | would plau\ quitar or banjo with him. My wife, Alice,
plays the piano and accordion.

My occupation is car inspector for €. & 0. Railroad 1in

Saginaw.

PERRY L. MARTIN

| was born in Saginaw, Michigan in 1963, | started playing
guitar at age 7 by ear. My parents both play, mother on piano
and accordion and dad on violin, guitar t\md banjo. My brothers
also play, so lots of times we all like to get together and play
as a group. | played the horn in school.

| presently work at a foster humt‘z and go to Woodcraft
Studie in Frankenmuth. | play for church, senior citizens and

for dances.
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LEE (BUCK) E. GORDON

| was born in Glascow, Kentucky in 1921, the son of John and
Enner Gordon. We came to Detroit when | was 5. [y father was
a musician and played a five-string banjo. At age 10 [ Tearned
to play guitar by ear.

| worked as a musician and truck driver. | am now retired
from Roadway Express Company. My wife died in 1981. [ have 1
daughter and 3 granddaughters.

¥hen | was a young teenager, | started playing guitar with 2
friends, Wayne Fields and Herb wiles. We have continued as
friends and musicians together for 45 years. | am a member of
OMFA.

XEEXXXER

RECIFE FOR CONTENTHENT ™

Health enough (o make work & plegsure.

wWealin enough (o support gaur Reeds.

Sirenglh enough e batllie with difficuities and overcame
them.

Grace enough Lo confess your Sins and rorsake Lhem.
Featience enough 1o tail unlil some goeod 75 accomplished.
Cherity enough o see same good in g'\twr nerghbar.

Feith enough e make regl the (hings erf God.

Hope enough to remaeve all snxious rfear conceérning the
Tuture.
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LEON HULSE

Leon was born in 1923 in Farwell, Michigan. He is a Dow
Chemical retireee. He alse worked as a handyman, chauffeur,
and auctioneer. He hgls 6 children and 11 grandchildren.

Leon's father pl kged the fiddle and his mother played the
piano. They played for round and square dances. When Leon was
12, he took violin lessons for 3 months. He plays by ear. He has
played for dances and jamborees all over Michigan, and loves to
sing as well as fiddle. He has belenged to OMFA for 6 years.

GLADYS FAUST

Gladys was born in 1943 in Saginaw, Michigan. She worked
in 8 refrigeration shop in Brighton. She also worked in nursing
homes as a nurse's assistant. Her parents are Levil and Edelene
Ecker. Her husband, Keith, plays harmonica and loves country
and western music. The Foust's have 4,children and a grandson.
They all love musiﬁ:, square dancing, and coming to OMFA
jamborees. Gladys has been dancing since she was 3.
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JACOB GREIF &
MARY HUNTER

Jake was born in 1907 in Sebewaing, HMichigan. His
occupation was spray and sign painting. Jake had 4 sons. All
his sons are either full time or weekend musicians. Jake had an
older broether who played harmonica.

Jake started playing the harmonica at age 5. At age 1D he
learned to play string instruments, using self-taught
instruction books. His main instrument is the tenor banjo. He
played with a few of the larger bands in the Saginaw area. In
the late 1920's the first year Bay City Radic Station, WBC, was
on the air Jake played at the radio station. He also played at the
Wolverine and Temple Theatres in Saginaw, playing between the
first and second evening shows and during intermission time.
These were live shows with no movies. Jake and his band were
weekend musicians. They plagjed for country clubs, the Grotto
Club, post office employees, to name some.

Jake played prefessionally during the 1930°s until World
war ll. Then he quit for 37 years. He had a good excuse because
gasoline was being rationed along with tires and what else.
Also, if you were werking in a war plant, you were working 7
days or 7 nights and you didn’t have any time for music.

Jake is a versatile banjo player whose old-time dance tunes
are always enjoyed at local jamborees, rap and jam sessions,
nursing homes, and senior centers. Jake takes great pride in the
musical achievements of his friends and family. One of his
greatest pleasures is in helping others, whether it is teaching
the banjo, sharing favorite tunes, or repairing an instrument for
a friend. Jake has belonged to OMFA since January, 1981.
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ARTHUR & BERNICE
CASWELL

| was born at Deckerville, Michigan in 1918. There were 10
in our family. Five jof us could play musical instruments. My
mother played piﬂnoi and accompanied us when we played at
home. | started playing the fiddle by ear at age 16. | became
interested in the fiddle when Merie Fritch was a frequent
vigitor in our home. He taught me how to play. We played for
County Fairs, granges, and church socials. | am an OMFA member.

| am a retired farmer.

ROBERT & NETTIE
SCOTT

| was born in E. Jordan, Michigan in 1915, | worked for the
E. Jordan Canning Co_ for 25 years, then as a house painter, and
paper hanger. | have & wife, Nettie, and 1 son and 2
grandchildren.

| started on an old guitar at age 8 or 9, and also made
myself a8 set of trap drums out of a washtub and dishpan. |
played trombone in high scheol. For many years | was a drummer
before learning the mandolin. | have played in various grange
halls and for weddings.
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THE MAKING OF FRIENDS by Edgar A. Guest
Life is sweet just because of the friends we have made
And the things which in common we share;
We want to live on, not just for ourselves,
But because of the people who care;
It's giving and doing for somebody else...
On that all life's splendor depends,
And the joy of this world when you've summed it all up
Is found in the making of friends.
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RAY KIOGIMA

I was born in Harbor Springs, Michigan in 1930. | am one of
6 boys, and we have 1 sister. We are scattered from Minneapolis
to Detroit, but have cjose contact with each other. Most of my
life | have been a sle—emplnuen carpenter. | still do this as
there is plenty of that kind of work in and around Harbor
Springs.

| called my first square dance at age 12. This was at a time
before television and Jill the meodern things of entertainment. In
those days, it was eiﬁlher go to dances or play cards, so we did
quite a bit of both. l‘n the winters most of these dances were
house dances. | have called in every hall in northern Michigan,
and vhen | became of Age, | called in & 1ot of the barns that held
dances. i'm still askeﬁ to call at a 1ot of Tunctions, both private
and public. | am a member of OMFA.

MR./MRS. DON
HENRICKSON
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YERN FURLONG

Vern was born in 1912 in Jackson, Michigan. He worked at
Dow Corning, Delta College and was a self-employed farmer.
Yern's mother is 92 years old and always took the children to
dances, even as young children 9-10 years old.

Vern started playing the piano and violin at 14 years of age.
When he was 20 years old, he started playing the banjo. He took
lessons for 3 years. Vern played for dances at Winn 3 years, at
Chippeyra Pines 3 years and at Lumberjack Park.

GLEN & RAMONA
FOSTER

Glen was born in Flint, Michigan in 1930. His family moved
to Gladwin when he was 7 years old. Glen worked at tMagline
inc., in Pinconning and played music on weekends. Glen and his
wife, Ramona, have 2 sons and 2 daughters and 1 grandson.

Glen learned to play the S5-string banjo at age 7, the guitar
at age 14, the fiddle at age 20, and the mandolin at age 24. He
plays by ear. His parents both played music. Glen plays at the
Highwood Dance Hall and also at weddings, bars, etc.
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WAYNE & MARJORIE
FIELDS

| was born in Wingo, Kentucky in 1921. | learned to play the
quitar at age 14 by e ‘lr, then the tenor banjo, stand-up bass, and
the bass guitar. | married my wife, Marjorie in 1942, and we
have 3 children. and 5 grandchildren. | retired in 1980 from
Clawson Concrete Co¢. where | worked as a heavy eguipment
mechanic and then a éupervisor for 15 years.

I lived next door to & musical family, fiddler Dick Dillon. |
used to swap guitar with my neighbor buddy, 1earning the chords.
| played music with a bunch of young fellows and still play
together with some nﬁ’ them, and we are the best of friends after
46 years. | am a member of OMFA.

LAWRENCE & YIRGINIA
JEFFERY
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ALYIN & MILDRED
ROOT

Alvin wa born in Detroit, Michigan in 1919. He was in the
air force from 1942 to 1945 He was a 4-H Club Agent for
Michigan State University from 1949 o 1976,

Alvin's mother and father came off farms near Hillman and
Long Rapids, Michigan. His meother's maiden name was LaFave.
His grandparents came from Montreal, Canada. His uncle played
old-time fiddle music. In 1939 Alvin's dad's brother-in-law
gave Alvin an old German violin that had been left in a closet at
his home for room rent. Alvin's mother, brother and sisters are
all musical, playing piano and organ. His children all like music,
and his youngest daughter backs him up on the guitar. His wife,
Mildred, likes music and supperts him greatly.

Alvin got interested in Big Band music at 12 years of age.
The Hollenback family of 9 children raised him up on a farm near
Byron, Michigan. They were a1l musical and played instruments.
¥When Alvin was 12 years old, he started playing an old German
fiddle that was always on the Hollenback family piano. He used
to play with a windup phonograph until 1939. He never played
much until retirement in 1976. He joined Giwwéd in 1980 and
began to play st different locations. He‘alsu plays the mouth
organ well. He plays by ear and can read music just a little.

%% %K X¥XR

Sweilawing angry wWards is egsier ihan esting 1hem.



FORREST & HILDA
LALONDE

Forrest was born in 1915 in Wolverine, Michigan. He worked
in supervision at General Motors Corporation in Saginaw,
Michigan. His wife, Hilda, is a Medical Assistant. They have 2
children and 5 grandcﬁildren. They have been married 48 years.

Forrest’s father played the mouth organ and called square
dences at house part'fes. Forrest became interested in calling
because of attending/fiddler jamberees. He started calling in
1980. He has called at the Bay County Fairgrounds Canteen and
the senior citizen daonces at the James Township Hall. Both
Forrest and Hilda havé belonged to OMFA since it was organized.

GORDON KILTS
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LAWRENCE & STELLA
PEOPLES

Lawrence was born in 1920 in Bay County, Michigan. He
retired from the Dow Chemical Company as a Laboratory
Technician. Stella was born in 1920 in Bay County. Her parents,
George and Minnie Schmidt, were dairy farmers in Frankenlust
Township, now the site of Bay Valley. Stella and Lawrence have
5 children.

Lawrence has been singing most of his life. He started
calling square dances at age 54 in Bay City, Michigan, just to
help out and it kept growing. He calls for several local dances
and at the OMFA jamborees.

Stella's father was the fiddler in the area. His brother
played cello, and 8 nephew played guitar. She was put on the
piano bench at an early age, and playing the piano at age 4,
accompanying her father. Music was a big part of her home life.

Stella is a MHMichigan Certified Music Teacher through
Michigan State University. She has played at recitals at Delta
College. She has been Musical Festival Accompanist and 4-H
Showboat Accompanist. She plays both by ear and note. She has
been a teacher in Bay County and Bay City Schaool System.

Both Stella and Lawrence are members of OMFA and have

been for about 5 years.
ENXXXXEXKX

A grest des? of iatenl is resl in the werld for went af &
Jitlle covrsge. —- Sidpay Smilk
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MARRIAM & FRANK
ROBBINS

Marriam was bﬂrl;l in 1900 in Gladwin County, Michigan. Her
career has been full-time homemaker, mother and wife. Her
parents homesteaded the property in Gladwin and raised a family
of 10 children. Marriam’s husband, Frank, worked 34 years at
Dow Chemical Cempany. He retired in 1975, They have 4
children, but have only 2 living.

Marriam began playing the pump organ when she was 9 years
old. Her brother, Clarence, taught her how to play the accordion
when she was 10 gelars old. When she was 15 years old, she
began playing the fiddle which she played at social functiens.
This led her to playing the piano. She tried taking lessons, but
found it an impossible task because of her ability to play by ear.
She played in the qudwin area, at 6rass Lake, Elk Lake, White
Star, Podunk and Prﬁ'}lts Lake. She played at & wedding and 50
years later was asked to play at the same couple’s 30th wedding
anniversary.

She and Frank have belonged to DMFA since the beginning of

the organization.

3 36 3 % I 3k * X

Humor is the haofe 1he? fels ihe sewdus? oul of 8 stvifed
shird \
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DELLA & CLIFF
MOCKRIDGE

Della was born in 1914 in Gladwin, Michigan. During her
teens she worked as a traveling saleswoman, selling counter
display goods. She married Cliff in 1936. They have 2
daughters, 6 grandchildren, and 4 great grandchildren.

Della was raised an only child. Her dad taught her some
violin first. Then, he bought her the first mandolin after she
returned from visiting a cousin who had just gotten one. Della
confidently told her beloved dad that "| could play one of those
things if | had one.” There were times she almost had to eat her
words, but she knew she had better play it after he paid the
whole sum of $7.95 at Montgomery Wards for it, plus some
instruction books. She’s still pecking away at it.

Della says she inherited her greatest enthusiasm for music
from her dad. Her mother played the organ and sang. Della loves
to play “Henky Tonk™ piano. She can read music, but she plays
mostly by ear. Besides music, she sews, knits, crochets, and
does all sorts of crafts. She says she really appreciates the
friendships acquired because of her music involvemenis. She
plays with a local group feor senior citizens or at the local
township hall. She has belonged to OMFA !since 1981.

3 % ¥ H XXX

I yew insist on perfection, meke the 7irsl demand af
Yoursels.
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ERNEST & FERN
PARENT

Ernest was born in 1932 in Midland, Michigan. He worked at
Dow Chemical Company for 33 years as an alternate {jack of all
trades). He also worked a second job as a finish carpenter on
modular homes. Fethl was born in 1936, also in Midland. She

worked at Dow Chemi‘cal Cafe for 12 years.

Their daughter p&lags mandolin. Ernest has a brother who
plays piano, accordion, and organ. Fern's father played piano and
a brother played saxophone.

Ernest plays by ear. He started playing banjo at age 10,
guitar at age 16, an(\l mandolin at age 19. When he was 16, he
played for dances with a group called "The Sweet Sister Band™.
At age 17 years he played old-time music at Winegars for 2
years. Later he played guitar and Fern played mandolin with a
band called “Bluegrass Travelers”.

Fern started plaJ;ing fiddle in 1981, mandolin in 1982, and
bass in 1984. She had lessons on the fiddle and mandolin and
plays bass by ear. |

They have gone to the OMFA jamborees and a number of
Bluegrass shows for 4 years. They have belonged to OMFA for
about 2 years.
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J.LESTER & MYRTLE
HARRIS

Lester was born in 1913 on a farm near Merrill in Saginaw
County, Michigan. He ran a sawmill partnerhsip with his brother
for 11 years and on his own for another 6 years until 1947. He
sold out and moved to Clare, Michigan and started the Long Lake
Cabinet Shop. He retired in 1975, but he still does some cabinet
work. fn 1936 he married HMyrtle Rittenour. They have 4
children, 11 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.

Lester started playing banjo at age 15 and the fiddle and
accordion at age 17. He started calling square dances when he
was 16 years old, first at house parties and later at dance halls.
Lester's granddad was a fiddier. Lester was always interested
in music and loved to dance; hence started calling for square
dances. He took lessons on the violin, but in later years he
played mostiy by ear the accordion and banjo. He played and
called in the vicinity of Merrill, Michigan, within a radius of 13
miles from where he was born and raised. There were 6 dance
halls, plus quite a few places that held dances occasionally. He
played banjo with a dance orchestra at Brant, near Saginaw with
Ralph Nielson, and he in turn gave Lester violin lessons, as there
was not much money floating around in the 1930's.
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THOMAS & ELEANOR
MC KERYEY

I was born in qthebogg&n, Michigan in 1927, and have 6
brothers and 4 sisters. | work for General Motors Truck and Bus
Division as a fork truck driver and have been there 38 years. My
wife, Eleanor, and | have 12 children and 16 grandchildren.

| started calling when | was 23 years old. My folks used to
have house parties in the winter when | was a kid. Laler as |
grew up, we went to| square dances. From 1965 te 1981 | was
with a country western band in the Pontiac area, and we played
clubs, Eagles, Moose, and weddings. | have called at three 50th
wedding parties. | am a member of OMFA.

% I€ 3 I I H X H

LADY ROUND THE [ADY

For jls 7ady round Jfady and gent around the ganl.

And the genl around the jady and the jady eround the geni
Faur honds helr, #&l‘}f right and Fefl,

Swing pour 1edy tmfe sround and Jesd up 1o 1he pext.

Far Fts lady raund ledy end genl sround the genl,

And ihe gent srovnyg lhe 1ody snd the Jody srovnd the gen

Allemande Fell, gréwa’ Fight and jferl.
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God gives milk, bul not ipe peil. -<fnglish Freverd
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LEYI & EDELENE
ECKER

Levi was born near West Branch, Michigan. He worked as a
farmer, woodsman, railroader, Western Union, Army, Red Cross,
and First Aid. He worked as a machine operator for General
Motors Corporation for 17 years before retirement. Levi and his
wife, Edelene Cunningham, raised 11 children and 1
granddaughter. They also have 1 grest grendson.

Levi's father was Dutch, born in Canada and moved to
Michigan when he was 4 years old. Levi's mother was Irish, born
in Sanilac County. Her family came from lreland. There's was &
musical background on each side of the family, both Canadian
and Irish fiddlers.

Levi played harmonica at age 10 and violin at age 20. His
wife traded a guitar for a fiddle and bow. At one time he had a
3 and 4 piece band. levi called at house parties and at dance
halls in Prescott, Tawas, and Whittemore. He took lessons on
the harmonica but plays the fiddle by ear.

Many of the Ecker children and relatives attend the OMFA
jamborees. Levi has belonged to OMFA since 1981.

3 I Ik 2k KX R

F don’l knaw lhe key te success, but the key ta reiivre is
iriging le please everyphody. --8il] Coashy
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HENRY (HANK) &
YYONNE GORKA

Hank was born in 1920 in Buffalo, New York. His wife,
Yvonnne, was born in 1924 in Brainerd, Minnesota. Hank
graduated from the University of Detroit in 1944 as a chemical
engineer. He spent 2 years in the Navy. His occupation was
Production Engineer. He retired from Fisher Body Tech Center at
wWarren in 19681. They moved to Harrison, Hichigan in 1978 and
love it there. They have 3 children and 2 grandchildren.

Hank started playing violin at age 9, taking lessons for 3
years in classical music. At age 13 he took up the guitar. He
remembers his foik}s paying the teacher for his lessons with
chickens, eggs, and milk. Yvonne pl ‘gs the piano. Hank and
¥vonne played with| the “Honey Bee Stingers™ in Gladwin and
Clare. Yvonne played the bones, bells, chimes, sound effects and
sang. Ben Stockton of Midland had been their teacher and mentor
for old-time jigs and reeis vhen they both played in the band.
They got interested in Appalachian Music about 4 years ago. .

Hank's uncle Jue\ Gorka played in the house band at the Hotel
Statler in the 1920—‘30'9_ The fiddle was given to Hank vhen his
Uncle Joe gave it up. His first performance with it was at the
St. Mary’s Church in Wayne, Michigan v}hen he played the Angel's
Serenade at the Christmas Midnight Service in 1930.

Yvonne and chifldren sang, danced, and acted in various
community theatres for about 10 years in the Detroit area, and
were members for years in the Civic Center Theatre of Detroit.
Most of the familg's\hﬂckground in music has been classical, but
learning to play old-time country and western has been fun.
They say, "Please keep the OMFA going.”
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KENNETH & LOREITA
ELLSWORTH

Ken was born in Wheeler, Michigan in 1902 He was
self-employed, starting his own garage and auto mechanic
business in 1929. In 1950 they made the change over to
appliance and television sales and service. His wife, Loreita,
did all the book work. They closed the store in 1969.

Ken's mother played the pump organ and sang. His sister
played the organ and guitar. His brother played the piccolo in a
band and alse s guitar and violin. Ken says his brother taught
him a lot. In the 1920's Ken took some violin lessons, studied
and played light classical music and did some orchestra playing
at local music entertainments.

in the 1930’s he played and traveled with the Michigan
Lumberjacks Orchestra. They played old-fashioned lumberjack
Michigan-style music. The group traveled throughout the state
and the country. They were sponsored by the Michigan Tourist
Association; traveling to St. Louis, Chattanooga, Chicago, and
Washington, D. C. Ken was the youngest member of the
orchestra, and took advantage of the opportunity of playing with
veteran musicians. After he ended his association with the
Lumberjack Orchestra, Ken did not play for public entertainment
for 25 years.

Now he plays with the senior citizens old-timers band. They
play for the senior citizen dances and nursing homes. Although
performing is enjoyable, especially before a receptive audience,
the real joy comes just from playing, Ken says. He has belonged
to OMFA since the beginning.
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ILA MAE O'BRIEN

11a Mae was born in Au Gres, Michigan in 1951. She has lived
on a farm all of her Jife. Her parents are Levi and Edelene Ecker
who regqularly attend and participate at the OMFA jamborees.
She has 2 sons.

She loves to dance and started to dance alt age 3 on an
old-time bar table top. Presently she is studying the Tiddle.

MR./MRS. GORDIE
MCCURDY

3 3 3% X ¥ X ¥*

ffan cannelt tfiscﬁ*yer new gcesns unless he hes lhe
cayrage ta lnse sight or the shore.
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GENE & THELMA
WARD

Gene was born in Fenton, Michigan in 1927 He and his wife,
Thelma, have a son and daughter and | grandson. He worked for
General Motors Buick as a cutter grinder. They presently live in
Durand.

Gene became interested in square dancing at a very young
age. He went to dances with his parents beginning when he was
5 years old. His calling began in 1959 when Highway [-69 was
opened. He replaced the regular ailing caller and has been
calling ever since.

The year 1960 was an inactive time for him because of a
tumor on his vocal cord which required hospitalization. His
voice has an unusual resonance; maybe due to the vocal cord
tumor. No one ever has a preblem of understanding or hearing
his calls. You would think he has had years of voice training
and in a sense he has.

He calls requiarly around the state. He has been calling
with the Suburban Steppers Club at Waterford for 23 years. In
1965 Gene resumed his calling for the Fenton Old Time Dance.
He has been calling for the Webberville Club once a month now
for about 13 years. In 1976 he began calling at the McKiniey
Center in Flint every Thursday. In 1977 the Senior Citizens of
Owosso formed to do mainstream dancing, contras and rounds.
Gene has helped dancers prepare and cues for exhibition dancing,
keeping the old dances alive.

He asttends the OMFA jamborees when possible and calls at
the dances in the evening. He is a member of DMFA.
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WILBUR & MARTHA
CARL

Wilbur was burn{ on a farm in 1916 in Gaylerd, Michigan.
After serving in World War 11, he studied and worked with the
local surveyor. In 1%150 he hired in &t Dow Chemical Company as
@ surveyer. He retire‘d in 1971,

Wilbur and Martha were married in 1938. They have 4
children and 7 grandchildren.

Wilbur's mother was a pianist and itaught him the basics of
music on pisnc when he was about 9 years old. At age 14, Wilbur
bought a Sears vinlin‘ and learned to play it in the summer while
watching cows in the pasture. In high school he learned to play
the clarinet and plﬂg‘ed in the school band and the Gaylord City
Band. He toek lessur\‘s, but plays mostly by ear now. He played
and called for dances in and around Gaylord until 1950. HNow,
retired, he plays with a local retireps band around Midland,
Saginaw, and Bay Cit|q| area. He has belonged to OMFA for about 2
years.

EX L X 2L 33

wisdom fs'i'nn»'mg' when ta spesk ygour mind -- snd when
to mind yaur speech.
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EVELYN JOHNSON ROE

| was born on @ farm east of Jeddo, Michigan in 1920. At 5
my father started me on the piano as he played the violin. His
grandfather wrote music. | had an older brother who played the
mouth organ and piano. Thru the years we played for house
parties. | just picked up the piano by ear. { also learned the
guitar playing in the theatres in Pt. Huron and Sarnia and sang
comical songs and took first place in both shows. | got $5 at
each place; that was big money then.

in 1936 | left home to work for a lady who had 4 chiidren, a
big farm and lots of hired men. | did most of the cooking and
took care of the children. [ met my husband in 1937. He was
working on another farm down the road. | found out he was a
square dance caller, so that fitted in just fine. We were
married in 1938. Wwe had 5 sons and a daughter. Some had
musical talent and some didn't. | have 12 grandchildren and 6
great grand children._,

As the children started leaving home, | went to work
cleaning houses. | said there had to be something better than
this. In 1975 1 graduated from the 12th g(ade with my daughter.
Then | went on to college and graduated as a visiting nurse. In
1977 my husband had a stroke and we had to take care of him. |
still went to fiddlers jamborees. Then | got more schooling and
went to Reflexology and got my diploma in 1983. 0On August,
1985 my husband died. | keep busy with my music and
reflexelogy. I'm going fo start going to Florida and get into Iots
of music. | have belonged to OMFA about 4 years.
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TEDREILLY

| was born in 1904 to Sarah Rowen and William Reilly and
named wWalter, hut a\m Ted to friends and relatives. | was born
at home on the banl{s of Londo Lake, Hill Township, in Ogemaw
County, Michigan. | was anly a bit over 5 years when my mother
died, and was left 1o live with my father who was farming at
that time. | had chujfes to do, so had many hours to be alone, but
would sneak my dad's violin to amuse myself. When | would hear
my father's footsteps, would quickly put the violin away as it
was my dad's pride and joy, having been brought over from
Ireland through Canada. One day | wasn't fast enough and my
father heard me playing "The Little Girl | Left Behind Me.”
Instead of scolding me, he said, “son, when you can play that
tune to suit me, th?t violin shall be yours when | am through
with it." That is the violin ! play today.

| married Anna Barber when | was 16, and we had 8 children.
All the children showed musical ability and when old enough
would accompany their mother and dad. Anna played the piano.
From the time we were married we played for Saturday night
dances, weddings, and local affairs. Then Anna had the
misfortune of breaking her arm and the sons accompanied me at
the functions. ¥When Anna’s health wasn't so good, | did little
playing except perhaps for friend’s spgcial occasions. Following
the death of Anna| after 61 years of marriage, my family
prevailed upon me tog pick up the fiddle again, and | got into the
Nuts and Bolts Senior Citizens Band at Hale. | am now a member
of OMFA (S years).
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JAMES & FRANCES
HERALD

| was born in 1913 at Edmore, Michigan. Because of being an
asthmatic, | had to get off the farm at pollen time. | spent my
summers at my uncle’s in Stanton, 10 miles away. He was a
watchmaker and | worked as an errand boy for him. It worked
out pretly good, sc | spent my summers there. | learned the
watch and clock business from my uncle in my teens. Also, my
uncle was a fair fiddler and a good repairman on all instruments.
| saw my first dulcimer at that time being repaired. Later in
1963 | helped in starting the Original Dulcimer Club.

My first occupation was running a watch repair shop in
Edmore, only 10 miles from Stanton. If | couldn’'t make them
run, | only had to go te Uncle Mike, who was a wizzard in
mechanics. My shop was a corner in Biglow's Barber Shop. In a
year's time | was needing more room and found Marion, Michigan
in need of my services. | moved there in 1933 and was there
until 1942, Then | went to Pensacola, Florida US Naval Base as
an aviation instrument mechanic. In 1944 | came back to Marion
to continue watchmaking, but couldn't find store space, so |
came to Cadillac. | ran the Cadillac Watch Shop until 1952 when
| was stricken with Rheumatoid Arthritis and had to quit
watchmaking. | then went on the road as a jewelry salesman for
a year. Then got a job at Kysor, Indiana and worked there for 22
years and retired in 1975.

| have always been interested in music. Back on the farm
the neighbors would have Saturdsy night house parties. The
music was provided by an old crippled man with a short leg, who
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walked with a fiddle case as & cane. Usually the cnly other
instrument would be/a pump organ. Every home didn't have an
organ, so most often the organ was moved weekly to the host
home. The tunes were simple and followed the chord pattern.
Seems at that time| & lot of people could play those basic
chords. We always had somecne to chord as a second. The
fiddler would sit witih his bad leg up to a point where his elbow
would rest on his knee. He looked like & pretzel, but regardiess
of how he locked, he could get the tunes out of that fiddle. At
that time | made a fiiddle out of a cigar box, which | could get a
tune by picking. | (ouldnt make a bow, so sold 12 boxes of
Cloverence salve (I (;ot a5 a prize) to get a fiddle bow. With
this fiddle | was abxle to learn most of Mr. Karcher's tunes by
ear. The selling of the salve was the most touching episode of
my life, as one persoen had to rob the cookie jar, borrow from his
brother, actually fight to come up with 25 cents for the salve.
when | was in high school, a music teacher came to Edmore
once & week. | took lessons to learn notes. At this time | was
taken in by George Sk‘%inner {drummer, wife played piane) to play
at the Gleaner Hall. | played here all thru high school and earned
spending money during the depression times. George had a

daughter who he wanted to play the saxophone. He took me to

Grand Rapids to nio‘k an instrument for her. | picked the

smallest one and thei‘n both she and | learned to play it. | have
played sax in severasl combos in taverns as well as some
fiddling. | had to Stop because of sickness. | got back to
fiddling after the fiddle jamborees were started by Bill White,
Paul Gifford, and Bob Fleck. The first one I attended was held at
Harretta.

Over the years | t\mve been collecting odd string instruments
and at the present time have a potato bug {mandolin), harmolin,
uke, A-lin, violin uke, pianoette, qipple, hawaiian tipple,
dulcimers, and severgl fiddles. All OMFA members are invited to
visit and see my stuff.

From September to June we winter in the south.
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HARTFORD ('HART")
SNIDER

I was born in 1308 in the Hills of Perry County in the
southern part of Indiana. | was the oldest of 6 in a family of 3
boys and 3 girls. Dad was a timberman, smail-time farmer and
dealt in horses. He was & good singer and played the fiddle.
Mother was from a family that had a string band and was a hard
working woman.

| didn’t get interested in playing the fiddle until | was in my
late teens. By that time dad had sold his fiddle. | made a
fiddle from a cigar box by adding a neck to it. Then | untwisted
some binder twine and fastened to each end a stick for a bow.
After | seg-sawed awhile, | could play a tune on it. | can't say
it sounded much like a pro on a Strad, but | must have made a
point. Shortly after | showed | could play & tune on it dad
traded a horse for a saddle and an old "Lion-head™ fiddie. Then |

sold some furs and sent to Sears and Roebuck for a guitar and .

dad showed me how te chord on it. My youngsest brother,
Raymend, caught on fast also, but my other brother, Earl, didn't
seem to be too interested until we got a cello and dad showed
him how to play it like a bass. Then, we soon had a band. Our
first job playing for a dance was for round and square dances on
Saturday nights at an old vacant country school house. After
Earl got a bass, we played at the better dance halls all arocund
the areaq.

| worked at Tell City Furniture but it only ran steady 9
months out of the year; then | had to look for other work. |
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worked at a lot of different things, but | had hobbies besides. |
did art work, wood carving, repairing fiddles and guitars and
@lso meking fiddies, etc. Then | quit factory and tried other
jobs and finally deciqded | would go to Kalamazoo and try Gibson
inc. | started working for Gibson in 1943 and worked there for
31 years. | also nlLlet my wife, Eleanor, there, and we got
married in 1955 We have a daughter. | worked several
different operations at Gibson, but in later years | worked in the
Custom and Service Department where | did special repair and
pattern making for sqtecials and custemers orders.

| have made 8 fiddles, 2 guitars, 2 mandolins, and 2 stringed
instruments | invented. If you see a Gibson Guitar that has a
Humming Bird design etched in the pick guard or Gibson with a
dove and wild roses ¢tched in pick quard or an Epiphone with an
eagle etched on it, they are my creations.

| built a shop tefore | retired where | did repairing on
quitars, fiddles, etcl. Since | have retired, | used some fine
wood that an old friend got from a widow of & masier violin
maker and have made 2 good violins and alsc a guitar, manolin
and 2 other instruments | invented.

I quit playing the fiddle in the 50's, but Tex Brown found out
where | lived and had heard me before | quit and got after me to
play again. I'd gotten rusty but finally got going again, but have
really not gotten over the layoff; like an old boxer trying to
make a come hack.

| played at one of the first OMFA jams. | think it is a great

organization.
3 % % X % 6%

in the New Vear, may your right hend alweys he stretched

oul in friendship, bul pever in wepl. —-Irish 7Teesl?
36 3 3 3 36 XX
Dar't go eraund wWilh & chip on your shavider —- FPeople

might thing it came eff your head
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EDWARD J. HANK

Edward was born in Goetzville, Michigan in 1906 to Frank
and Apolonia Traynor Hank. He has lived in many communities in
the U P where his father worked in lumbering camps, namely
Shelldrake (on ¥hitefish Point), Johnswood on Drummond Island,
and in Raber. Edward's father was an accomplished musician
who played trumpet, violin, bass and saxophone. Besides
playing, he also arranged music and was instrumental in
organizing an orchestra to play for the annual church picnic
held on the 4th of July. Ed's father needed a second vielin, and
so taught his son, Edward, the rudiments of the violin. Thus
began Edward's introduction to the world of music. Edward’s
parents moved to Deiroit when he was a young teenager and
there he received formal lessons and learned to read music.
Upon moving back to the area where he had grown up, he formed
his own band which usually consisted of his brother, Fred, on
saxophone, and numerous cousins on bass, drums and piano.

Edward was hired to play for a dance at the home of William
J. and Cassie Moore, and it was there that he met their beautiful
daughter, Mary, whom he later married. Edward and Mary raised
4 children {3 daughters and 1 son) and for many years Mary
would accompany his band on the piano for weddings and dances
in the area. All of Edward's children played musical
instruments, and he has 2 grandchildren who are professional
musicians.
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Edward was a rulj'al mail carrier for a number of years. He
was also employed by the State Highway Department for 10
years and later jnj:uined the Chippewa County Highway
Departmemt with headquarters in DeTour Yillage, Michigan. He
became foreman of that department in 1966 and served as
foreman until his retirement in 1972. During these years for a
period of opproximatézly 35 years, Edward left his violin sitting
in a corner virtually untouched. In 1981 his wife died and now,
living alone, he picked up on his music and plays every day,
alvays on the lookouﬂ for an interesting and besutiful melody to
learn.

Besides his music, Edward is an avid sportsman and has
many trophies of his expeditions. He has traveled to ldsho 1o
hunt elk and to Canada to hunt moose. November 15 --opening
day of the whitetail Jileer season is eagerly awaited each year—-
when he is joined by | is son, Lou, and his grandson, Lean.

Ed has spent many of the last 14 winters in Florida. Two
winters ago in Fort Meyers Beach he was invited to play at a
club which he visited and has also been seen accompanying other
musicians on the doclr‘:s at Tarpon Springs.

Ed attended his [irst "01d Time Fiddlers’ Jamboree™ at the
Pullar Stadium in Sault Ste. Marie in 1983 and now Ilooks
forward to this event annually. He has enjoyed the many
encounters he has hm}d with the various fiddlers at these events
and loves to compare and visit with them.

3 % 3 IE 3 I % M

HBidtime Fiddiing™ is impassiltie lg ceplure an paper
becouse il hos thal cerisin “whaeng™ thel anly cemes from
the hesri of lhe fiddler himsel! and me pale hes heen
invenled for it. -+ Fritz Krefisier

3E 3% 3% IE I I *F
When anes sings His own proises, ke vsusily gels the
pitch tae high



-96

MICHAEL & SUSAN
GLEASON

| was born in Collingwood, Ontario, Canada in 1948, My
family moved to the U.S. shortly after the Second World War.
Both my parents were schoel teachers and encouraged my
brother, my 2 sisters, and me in music. My wife plays the piano
and trombone. We have 2 sons and presently live in Manchester,
Michigan.

! work for General Telephone Company of Michigan as a
linesman, cable splicer, telephone installer, and switching
technician.

| started playing piane at age 7. Then, | took up the vielin
in the school orchestra 2 years later. || heard recordings of
fiddle tunes and liked them, so tried to learn some by ear. It
sounded like a 1ot more fun than classical music.

I have belonged to DMFA for 3 years. I've played for dances
in Adrian and Jacksen and at the American Legion, VFW, and
singles clubs.

3 3 I Ik 3k A* ¥k ¥

/7 you sre petient in one moemenl of arger, yov wiil
ascape 8 hundred dsys af sarrow. --Lhinese Praverd
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NORMAN & KAY
EMPEY

1955 when | became a | professional mechanic and worked in the
city of Charlevoix since 1971. | have been married 1o my wife,
Kay, for 32 years. We ﬂlave 4 children, and music has been a very
important part of our lives.

| played the uke ar(»d guitar by ear when | was about 8 or 10
years old. | was born into 8 family of musicians and played for
many parties, grange dances, and jamborees from the Soo to
brand Rapids.

| have been a member of OMFA since 1982

1 was born in [ZentTﬂ Lake, Michigan in 1932 | farmed until

ED & KATE
SOBIE
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REX & HELEN

 GLEASON

| was born in Newaygo County, but moved to Saline when |
was 12 years old. My wife, Helen, and | presently farm around
Whitmore Lake.

| came from a family of 10 children. My father was a
whistler and my mother sang. My brother, 6 years younger, was
an excellent fiddler. | was 11 years old when he got his first
fiddle for $4.95. | played banjo with mE brother and 2 sisters
played piano, and another one the harmonica. We all love to
dance. :

At age 14 years | started calling for house dances. After |
was married | played and called for dances for $3 and thought
that was good. After my brother died, | inherited his fiddle and
still have it. Helen Gross used to play at these same dances.
She would tune my fiddle and then play ﬁt, and | would chord on
the piano. The next fiddle | bought at a garage sale for $40.
Helen Gross always kept encouraging me to play and gave me
pointers. She would come over to our house and my wife would
fix her hair, then the fiddling would start. Even when she was
sick, she would come to get her hair done, and she would still
have to fiddle awhile. | had some orchestra training in 4-H and
would practice every Sunday afternoon. Helen Gross's father
who was an exellent fiddler would come and play too. Presently
| am taking piano lessons from a neighbor.

| have been a member of BMFA about 2 years.
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JEWELL FRANCIS
GILLESPIE

i was born at Beaver Island in 1817 to parents of Scotch and
irish decent. My mother’'s maiden name was Boyle. My father’'s
name was Frank ﬁille}spie and my parents came from Ireland. In
1863 my grandfather, John Gillespie, and my grandfather, Hugh
Boyle, and & Vesty McDonough were the first three to actually
homestead on Beaver Island. They had been on the Island several
years prior to 1863. | have 9 children, 5 boys and 4 girls. Six
of my children stiii live on the island.

At 9 years of agé- | learned to play the Ocarina, harp, mouth
organ, and chord on the piano. | can play any instrument, but
never followed throd:gh on any. | have played at Charlevoix,

Beaver Island, and Ludington.

TOM KUERBITZ
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BILL & DONNA
STEYENS

| was born in 1934 in Charlevoix County where we presently
live. We have 4 sons. Three are musical and one is a camera
bug. Three are married and work with me in my contracting
business. My wife, Donna, plays the piano and helps me with our
business and is a good wife and mother.

| play guitar, sing and call for square dances. We have been
members of OMFA since the organization started.

LOUIS & MARY
LORANGER

Louis was born in 1918 at Hemlock, Michigan. He and Mary
have been married 48 years. They have 4 children, 2 boys and 2
girls. Louis was employed at Saginaw Chevrolet Manufacturing
Company for 34 years, retiring in 1980.

His father was a caller for many years and callied at house
parties and gatherings. His brother, Ambrose, also called many
years all over the state. Louis started to call about 35 years
ago. He called at Gelden Friendship Club for about 20 years.
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DUDLEY STEVENS

| was born in Grand Rapids in 1966 to Bill and Donna
Stevens. | have 3 older brothers. | work in hardware repair.

| started plﬂying‘\ guitar and fiddle when { was about 14. and
play by ear. | have been playing at the Barnard Grange in
Charlevoix and at jamborees. | have belonged to OMFA Tor about
3 years.

RODNEY & KIM _STEVENS

| was born in Grand Rapids in 1962. | was just married this
year {1985) and my vife and | live in Charlevoix. | work with
my father in his conﬁ.racting business.

| started playing|the piano when | was about 8 years old and
have since learned the fiddle, banjo anh guitar. | also do some
singing and square dance calling. | pﬂpg at the Barnard Grange
in Charleveix and at OMFA functions. | have belonged to OMFA
about 4 years.

3 36 I 3 I WX R

The aply (hing gou con give & men Wilhowt! hurting him 75
&8 ogpporionity. --Heary Ford
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ARTHUR F.
KOLE

Arthur was born in 1926 in Alpena, Michigan. He was an
engineer on the Great Lakes vessels. He has 3 sons.

His father played violin and mandelin. Arthur is basically
self-taught. He took correspondence courses for accordion and
violin. He also plays mandolin, guitar, banjo, organ, and
harmeonica. He makes and repairs violins on a small scale. He
has been a member of OMFA since the first year it started.

GEORGE MARSHALL

George was born in Midland, Michigan in 1921. He worked as
an electrician at Dow Chemical Company for 37 years. His
mother is 86 and still living. He was nJarried in 1941, and he
and his wife have 2 daughers and 6 grandchildren.

George started playing cornet in grade school and still plays
taps for military funerais. He started playing guitar ahout 6
years ago. He has had no lessons and plays by ear. He plays for
Midland County retirees groups.



-103

LAYERNE & JOYCE
JACOBS

Both Laverne and Joyce were born in Flint, Michigan in 1916
and 1917. Farming wis their main occupation, but Laverne also
worked for Morgans Cannery, St. Johns Table Company and
Cadillac Mallable Iron Company. Before Joyce was married she
was secretary in the office of Dye High Schoel near Flint. After
she married Laverne she did clerical work in a creamery in
Manton, but mostly she was a helpful farmer's wife. They have 2
sons who live in the siate.

When young, Jngcé tock piano and violin lessons, but nothing
came of them. When her husband and she were about 55 they
became involved in music. Joyce started lessons on the 5-string
banjo and Laverne on| guitar. Later Joyce took up the fiddle.
They spend their winters at a trailer park which has regular
rausical performances by a band composed of anyone wanting to
pley. Besides playing as backup, they play for their own
enjoyment and sing mdstly southern mountain music.

They have attended some of the very first jamborees held in
Michigan and wish that some of the music played at the
jamborees could be obtained in printed form.

6 X IE I I K XX

De pol insuit ihe malher ailigslor vpriil after youv have
Eressed ine river. —-Reilion Freyerd
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LLOYD & AMY
KILTS

| was born in 1906 at Sand Lake, Michigan. 1 did farming and
some factory work as an cccupation.

My fTather played violin and alse 5 brothers played some.
when | was 7 years old | started playing the violin by ear by
listening to my dad. My sister played a pump organ, my hrother
the banjo, and | the viclin. We used to play for one or two
potluck dinners a week, and were lucky if we got fifty cents or
a dollar a piece. It was & farm neighborhood and no one had
much money. The winters were rough with no cars on the road.
¥e had to walk unless someone picked us up with a team and
sleigh. Over the years, | have played at lots of houses and dance
halls. | have been an OMFA member for the last 3 years.

EDWARD MCNETT
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JOSEPH THATCHER

Joseph was bhorn in Midland, Michgian in 1917, He retired
from Dow Corning Company. His wife is living and they have 3
daughters and 2 sons.

He started plauiq‘g the tenor banjo when he was 12, His 2
brothers played the banjo, and he picked it up from them, playing
by ear. when he was 17 years old, he started playing a K Banjo
for dances at the CEC‘Camp at Escanaba, Michigan. He played for
dances at Belding, Michigan. When he went to war, he took his
banjo with him. He h-J;as belonged to OMFA about 3 months.

GEORGE & ROSALEEN
MANN

George was born in Lima, Chio in 1918. He worked as a truck
driver for the Readway Express Company. He married Rosaleen
Murphy in 1941, Theglhﬁve 4 children and 7 grandchildren.

George tock violin and bass lessons in school. He has played
banjo and guitar since he began as a member of the family band
in Trenton, Michigan. His sister, lrene, played violin; sister,
Mary, played bass; amj brother, John, played the guitar and banjo.
His father called square dances in the Detroit area. George has
been a member of OMFA for several years.
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DONALD & LEONA
FINCH

| was born in 1913 at Kent County, Sparta, Michigan. | have
worked in auto body repair work since 1938, working at Stegman
and Olse Oldsmobile and Row Motor Sales. | owned a body shop
in Ceder Springs from 1942 to 1964, and then worked at Ensley
Center until | retired in 1975. | married lLeona Flynn in 1936,
We have 1 daughter and 1 son and 4 grandchildren.

| started playing the tenor banjo by ear and taught myself at
age 12. | play with a group of friends at various places in the
surrounding area and in Florida during the winter. We call these
jam sessions and have lots of fun.

I have been @ member of OMFA since 1977,

MR./MRS. DONALD
MASHUE




-108

OLEYA SMITH

| ¥as born near Grant, Michigan in 1910. [ have a son and
daughter. Both sing|/for fun, and my son won top hohors on a
F.H.A. talent show.

My father was a showman and comedian and ventriloquist,
and played violin for house dances. My parents would take us
with them. My brothier, twin sister and | learned to play mouth
organs together--sometimes we watched cattle on a prairie
north of Old Rice Lake (now Onion Marsh of Grant). Then my
father taught me chords on the piano and | also learned some
chords on the guitar. 1 had no lessons. | played for dances for a
little while in Cedar Springs. About 5 years ago | joined the Oid
Timers Band at Cedar Springs, and we play at McDonalds each
¥Wednesday morning Tor an hour where we have a8 nice crowd
listening to us. | played dances at Howard City with Lloyd Kilts.

{ have been a medmber of OMFA for about 2 years.

MR./MRS. ROGER
MARTIN
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ROBERT LESLIE &
ARMINDA EMERSON

| was bern in 1913 at Olivit, Michigan. iy wife, Arminda,
¥ras born to Hayes and Mable Hyde in 1915 at Nashville, Michigan.
{ had 2 brothers and my wife had 3 brothers and 1 sister. We
had 3 boys and 2 girls.

My occupation was with the Ford peaple as a salesman. My
wife worked with Liebermant of Lansing. We retired in 1980.

| became interested in music when | was 15 years old and
took up the guitar and mandolin on my own. { didn’t take lessans
and play by ear. | also sing. | have played all over the country
for dances and entertainment. | organized my own band and
piayed most of the time around and about southern Michigan.

| belong to OMFA, of which | am proud to be a member.

JEFF LEHIGH
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JULIE O'BRIEN

| was born Julit‘mne Simons in Highland Park in 1938. We
moved to the North Branch area while | was in grade school and |
graduated in 1956.

| have always liked music and dancing. My grandmother
encouraged me to siﬂg and play the piano by ear. [ married Dale
('Brien in 1957. \-f'e‘ have a son and daughter, none of whom are
interested in music. In my 20°s | taught myself to play chords
on an old guitar, byt was at a standstill until 1980 when a
friend, Don Knox, sa“id, “let’s get together and form a greup.” |
have been playing for OMFA and on and off for 4 years. The last
2 years Don has been teaching me to play the fiddie. 1t's coming

slow, but I'm determined.

FRED MALFROID
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JORDAN & MARY BUCK

{ was born in a logging camp in 1933 at Saranac, Michigan
where my father was working at the time. | am the third oldest
from a family of 11 children. | worked for the Kent County Road
Commission in engineering, with the Grand Trunk ¥estern
Railroad as a telegraph operator-agent, and then with the C & O
Railroad until | had to take my disability in 1978.

My father, uncie, and aunt used to play at the Community
Hall every Saturday night. Dad played the banjo, mandolin,
saxophone. At about age © years | started on the tenor banjo;
my dad showed me the C, F, and 6 chords and | picked it up from
there with further help from dad. There was always music at my
home. | play by ear and have taught myself thru music books.
From about 1967 thru 1976 | had my own band (The
Moonlighters). | play with Frank Mattison at Trufant, at
festivals and benefits with the Sinclair family, and alsc belong
to several other old-time music groups. | have been a member of
OMFA for 2 years.

J€ € I IE 36 I ¥ ¥
The man who insisis upoan Seeing wWith perfect ciearness
bherfore he decides. never decides. --Henri Fredgeric

Amiel
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J. HOMER RAYBURN

{ was born in 18915 at Morrison, Tennessee, My parents lived
in and around Manchegter and Morrison, Tennessee on farms. My
dad was a salesman f])r International Harvester; he died in 1910.
There were 6 boys and 3 girls in our family; 1 brother played the
fiddle. | married in 1916 and my wife, Myrtie, and | came to
Nifes, Nichigan in 19]19. [ came ahead of my wife to find work,
so | could send for her. We had a daughter and 3 sons. | worked
for 43 years and 3 rr‘mnths as a4 machine operator for National
Standard. My wife and [ celebrated our 66th wedding
anniversary in September, 1982. Myrtle passed away in
December, 1982. we Iqad a good life, but Myrtlie was ill a lot and
the Lord took her from me

| started plaglnd fiddle about 1905. A neighbor girl had
sent away for a ﬁdd\le and after she got it decided she didn't
want to play it, so she sold it to my mother, for me, for $1.50.
That's how | acqmred‘mJ first fiddle. | had a habit of leaving it
on the bed after playing and my sister had threatened me about
leaving it there. One day she got mad and threw it against the
vwall and broke it to pieces. That was the end of my first fiddiel

| play by ear and have played for square dances for 40 years
in and around Niles a‘nﬂ Edwardsburg. Back in the late 20°s and
30’s the 'Tennesseea‘nns' got together for ‘house parties and
square dances on Satqtrdau nights. | have been a member of OMFA
for 5 years and look forward to attending the jamborees.

Twa of my sons, Jack and Jehn, are musical. Jack has 2
daughters that inherited his talents. John has a son that is a
fine musician and twins who sing.
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NICHOLAS & ELIZABETH
BAILEY

Nick was born in Honor, Michigan in 1906. He and his first
wife, Anna, had 4 children. Nick was born into a family of
musicians who all played various instruments. ¥when he was a
child he used to sneak his uncle’s violin out from under the bed
where it was kept. He played his first square dance when he
was 12 years old.

During the depression, Nick's family picked cherries and
saved the money to buy the fine fiddle he played until his death
on September 13, 1983.

During Nick’s life he worked as a lumberjack, fisherman, and
a8 Great Lakes sailor. He retired in 1970 as a helmsman on the
Badger. MNick and his second wife, Elizabeth, lived in Brethren.
He was a life-time member of OMFA and Elizabeth is an honorary
life-time member.

Nick enjoyed playing at the OMFA jamborees, for square
dances with senior citizens in Grand Rapids and for square
dances with the Spirit of the Woods Music Association of
Manistee County. He picked up tunes for his fiddie in all the
times and places he lived.

€ I 3 3¢ € ¢ X *
The sweetest of al7 salitude Fs when one is alane witlh
music. --John 5. Dwight
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WILLIAM & THELMA
HUFF

| was born in Solon Township, Cedsr Springs in 1913, | was
a barber for 10 years, then worked for Fedeal Mogul Corpoeration
as a machine shop supervisor for 29 years. During most of
those years, | was also a small farmer and pony breeder. My
wife, Thelma, is a retired school teacher, and we have been
married 49 years. We have 2 sons and 4 grandchildren. Both
sons are teachers, one living near Cedar Springs and the other in
Allegan.

The first instrument | played was a harmonica when | was
12 years old. At age 14, | bought an old violin from a neighbor
boy for 75 cents, which | later found belonged to his brother.
Incidentally, | still have it and it is my favorite fiddle. This
old fiddle haed laid idie for 45 years. My dad was a musician and
always encouraged me. In high school, it was the drums, but at
the same time | was‘teaching myself to play the fiddle. | picked
up tunes from old fiddlers and listened to them whenever |
could. | play by eal". Later | played the fiddle for grange and
house dances. | played drums in dance bands more than | played
the fiddle. Now | blag the fiddle wiith a group of friends at
various places in uuir area and in Florida in the winter just for
fun.

| have been a member of OMFA for about 4 years.

3% 3 3 I % 3* ¥} *

The vanhppiest man an egrik Is the one whe hes naiiing o
do. --Henry Ford
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Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 122

Offered by Senators Barcia, Faust, DeGrow, McCollough, Corbin,
Arthurhultz, Engler and Faxon
(Representative Alley named as co-sponsor)

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION HONORING
THE ORIGINAL MICHIGAN FIDDLERS ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS, One of the great traditions of America’s past is the image
of the people of a small town coming together to celebrate a special
occasion by enjoying the music of the fiddler. Since the earliest days of the
pioneers, fiddle music was present at weddings, harvest celebrations, and
holidays; and

WHEREAS, Though a great deal of American music these days is
expressed through “out of phase” electric pickups and synthesizers, the
fiddle still maintains its place in our heritage, thanks, in part, to organiza-
tions like the Original Michigan Fiddlers Association. This group of men
and women devoted to this part of our heritage sponsors jamborees
throughout Michigan, enabling people of all ages and backgrounds to
participate in the pure fun of this music; and

WHEREAS, The jamborees, including the one scheduled for the Omer
community on April 9, 1983, feature local folks sharing their favorite
fiddle tunes. It is a common sight at these festive gatherings to see old
timers with work-gnarled fingers as well as youngsters perpetuating the
tradition of the fiddler through tunes such as “Red Wing”, “Arkansas
Traveler”, or “Red Haired Boy”; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE SENATE (the House of Representatives con-
curring), That tribute be hereby accorded to the Original Michigan
Fiddlers Association; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the
officers of the Original Michigan Fiddlers Association as a reflection of
our respect for their work in keeping alive a unique part of America’s
musical heritage.

Adopted by the Senate, March 30, 1983.
Adopted by the House of Representatives, March 30, 1983.

oL S Yk Gt~

Clerk of the House of Representatives Secretary of the Senate
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WAYNE & MARGARET
DENEEN

¥e are from Or{onville, Michigan and coordinated jamborees
in 1983 and 1984. However unfortunately we received little
enthusiasm from thc%e local people, so we decided to give it up so
some other city couild generate bigger crowds than we had. ™My
sister and brother-in-law, Ruth and Ray Zbieracz from
Cheboygan, teok over and found people who like the music and
love to dance. My jlrother, Tom McKervey, is one of the OMFA
square dance callers and there are 7 McKerveys who attend the
jamborees when p‘sssible, and like ourselves enjoy the no
smoking and no drinking policy.

| was born in Cheboygen and Wayne was bern in Pontisc.
¥hen young, Wayne moved to Wolverine and then to Cheboygan.
We have been dancers‘; since we were teenagers.

wayne works for the Waterford Schools and | work for
Brandon Schools. Hie has 26 years there and | have 11 years.
When January 1, 1986 comes around, we are playing the tune to
our employers, 'Tai!:e These Jobs and Give Them to Someone
Else.”

We have met ma“ng, many wonderful peple at the jamborees
and have become vergL close friends with many of them. Everyone
goes to these jamborees and dances for the same reason, to

dance and have fun.

EXXXXERNE

I ygou wanl ta he hesrd -- whisper.
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STUART NIEB

| was born in Niles, Michigan in 1937. | am a residential
building contractor and have done this type of work for 26 years.
| became interested in music probably before | could talk, as my
mother is a good pianist and her Taiher an accomplished
violinist who played fiddle music all his life. 1 have played
piano, organ, and accordion for many years, but just recently
took up the fiddle. [ have not taken lessons, but do read music
as well as play by ear. | have never played for dances. The
extent of my playing has been for my own "amazement™ and
jamming with others who play various musical instruments and
types of music.

| have 7 brothers and sisters, some of whom are musical and
some who cannot carry a tune at all. | have 4 children, all of
which play piano and some of them play other instruments as
well.

uUnfortunately | did not start to play the fiddie soon enough
to learn from my grandfather who passed away shortiy after |
purchased my first violin. He did, however, give me his Stainer
Violin, which was given to him on his 12th birthday (1902). It
had been used in the New York Symphony, according to him, by
its previous owner. | have subsequently become interested in
not only playing the instrument, but last winter | built a violin
and have since rebullt, repaired, and refinished several violins
for myself and the local music store. | have also been rehairing
bows for them. | have been a member of OMFA for several
months.
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MAURICE JOSEPH
LAGINESS

I was born in Montreal in 1921. We came to Detroit in
1924, At the age of 8 my mother started me on lessons on the
violin. Afler about & year, | thought everyone was laughing at
me carrying this vi ‘lin, so stopped taking lessons. My folks
owned 2 homes, one in Detroit and one in Roberts Landing. They
lost the one in Detroit during the depression and sold the other
one and bought a farn‘1 in in 1934, and | am still on it

Every chance | could | would go out to the road and sit on
the bank and play my mouth organ. One day when | had been
helping my dad hoe, 1‘1 neighbor came by who was an electrical
contractor. He asked my dad if he could borrow me for awhile.
Pa jokingly said yes, he's no good to me. | spent 27 years
working for this contractor and still worked in the electrical
business until | retired in 1983.

| went into the service in 1942 and came out in 1945, | got
married in 1946 ang¢ later divorced in 1933. While | was
married | met & man who taught me to play the guitar. My wife
didn’t like me to play it, so | didn't do much with it

| had an appendicitis attack and went to the hospital. That
is when my cousin, Evelyn Roe, came to the hospital and took me
to their place. As soon as | was on my feet | bought a trailer
and parked it on my n‘tnusin's property. It was then my cousin
said, "come and get a good guitar and start playing with us.”

My father passed away in 19535, so | took the Roe family out
to the farm to live vwith me. We sure have played for lots of
parties at the old farm house. Now | am planning on spending

some time in Florida. | have belonged to OMFA for 4 years.
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FRED J. SCHULTZ

| was born in Essen, Germany in 1905. My parents and my
brother, Eric, who is 6-1/2 years younger came to Detroit in
1914, just before World War | broke out. My father was a tool
maker, having learned his trade in Germany. ¥e moved to Imlay
City in 1919 on an 80-acre farm. At 14 | learned to milk cows
{by hand} and farm with horses.

I also learned to play the fiddle by heart, going 1o house
parties. My mother sent to Sears & Roebuck for my first fiddle
in 1920. It cost $2.50 for the whole outfit. | have several
violins now. My favorite was purchased from a pawn shop in
Port Huron about 40 years ago.

In 1923 | got a job at Packard Motor Car Company where |
worked various jobs and at precision inspection until 1946.
Then, | purchased the same §0-acre farm that my felks had and
went inte the dairy business. In 1932 | married the girl | went
to school with. She passed away in 1963. We had 2 daughters,
Dorina and Janet. Both are married and live in Bay City. [ have
3 grandchildren and 6 great grand children.

| am now 80 years young. | enjoy going to the jamborees and
going on short trips.

I I I I IE I kK

when gou meel & man. you judge khim by his clothes:
When you Jeave, yau judge him by his heart.
--Kussian Fraveri
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DON KNOX

| was born in 1933 in the farm house where | still live near
North Branch. | retired from General Motors, Buick Division as a
maintenance electrician. | am now selling farm machinery for
Jensen Equipment at Millington, Michigan.

My grade schoeol teacher in the old Tozer School, a one room
country school, let everyone play something in our school band.
Between this and house parties when they would get out a couple
of fiddies, roil up the rug and swing the piano into position, my
musical interest was pretty well charted at an early age. | play
guitar, fiddle, mandolin, banjo, bass fiddle, harmonica, and a
little piano chaording. | play by ear and learned to play pretty
much on my own, but with a great deal of help from friends. |
have sat in on a lot of good jam sessions.

| became interested in calling also when | started going to
the jamborees shortly after they started. | never took any
lessons, but it took a long time to work up enough nerve to call.
I"'m still a novice, but | have called at parties, dances, wedding
receptions, etc. My wife tolerates my musical “habit™ very well,
and in fact, is very supportive of my dedication to music.

| am a member of OMFA.

363 X ¥ I X F K

To he pasilive Is ta he mistaken 8t the top of our yvoice.
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ROBERT &
ISABELL GILLE

| was born in Moran, Michigan in 1916 and worked on a
number of different jobs in St. Ignace, including 17 years with
the U.S. Forest Service‘ and about 4 years with the Michigan
State Ferries as a dockman and as a mainteannce electrician.

In the fall of 1964 | moved to Cadillac and shortly after
obtained my Masters and Contractors licensc as an electrical
contractor. | worked this trade until January,1983 when |
retired. My father was a lumberman and politician and my
mother was postmaster in Moran for almost 30 years. My wife
was an accountant at ' a CPA firm for 34 years before her
retirement in November, 1984. We had 2 children.

| started playing a mouth organ, a ukulele and a saxophone
when | was about 10. when | was 12, | got my first guitar from
Sears & Roebuck for 335.75. About this time | also started to
sing country and western songs. My parents couldn't get me
away from the radio when the W.L.S. barn dance was on the air.
In later years, | played gver a number of radio stations in the
U.S. and Canada. | play by ear, but did stu!dy 1 year of saxophone.
| learned to read and wirite music and had copyrights on 8 songs
that | had composed hol&h lyrics and music. | started playing for
square dances at house parties when | was about 12 and by 17
was playing guitar and[mandolin with a dance band. in 1936 1
ptayed with the floor show at the Grand Hotel at Mackinac Island
and in 1953 played for square dancing in the ball room. | have
played for dances in m?ng different states, and belonged to the
musicians union for many years. We will be moving to Marfa,
Texas and will miss ph{rging with a very fine group of musicians.
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GWEN & FLOYD
FOSBURG

| was raised with eld-time music as both my parents played,
Dad on the Tfiddle and Mom on the piano. My folks, Charles and
Tillie Sewell of Bagll:rd, played for a lot of dances years ago. |
am the 5th child of 15 children.

¥When | became & grandmother, | took up the accordion, and
my dad, 2 brothers apd | used to have jam sessions of our own.
Dad and | plsyed by t‘fote. | also played in Bob Daniels” band in
Fife Lake. So the UMITA is just a continuation of the music | was
raised with. | love it

Floyd was brough‘;t up around music. His father played the
firddln. hanjin. mauth argan. and pianno.  Uie mothor ployed the
organ. One uncle played the banjo, one uncle played the fiddle
and his aunt played the piano. A cousin played the fiddle and
another played the drums. | guess that is why he likes old-time
tunes.

Bob and Pearl Daniels told us about the OMFA jamborees, so
we went to one. We enjoyed it very much. The people who go to
the jamborees are so friendly.

3 3k % % % A KX

Fact is the ability o close your bmym hafore semeosna

else wenis o
3 3 3 3 Ik 3k k¥

I you ssg whal gey think., don'l expecl lo hesr anly whel
yow Hike --Heicelm Farkes
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STEWART & LULU
CARMICHAEL

Both Lulu and | were born in Chippewa Township, Mecosta
County, Michigan. | was born in 1699 and Lulu in 1907. We were
married in 1927 and have 6 children. | graduated from Evart
High School in 1916 and then studied shorthand, typing, and
commercial subjects while attending Ferris Institute for 2
years. | took a civil service exam in Grand Rapids and was
waiting to hear the results when | fell victim to pneumonia. It
took 3 years to regain my health and to get rid of my cough.
Upon recovery | decided to forget about office work and returned
to work with my father and mother to their farm. That is how
come | stayed on the farm and have resided there ever since.
Lulu was & farmer's wife and alse worked 14 years at the
Wolverine Shoe Company in Big Rapids until she quit work at 62.

Both my parents were born in Canada, but became
naturalized citizens. Mother passed away in April, 1949 &t the
age of 79 and my father passed away in 1951 at the age of 68. |
met Lulu when | was playing for a dance, and my first date with
her was taking her to a dance.

| first started playing the vieolin at the age of 7, and also
played an old pump organ we had at home. | play by ear. | played
for my first dance at a Gleaner Hall in 1912, In those days there
were logging bees and get-togethers with a big dance at night,
with just o couple of fiddlers. In 1922 | bought a dulcimer and
played it with an orchestra for 3 years before getting married.
The summer before | was married | played for 94 dances. This
was the entertainment at that time. After our marriage | played
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the violin and Lulu played the piano, and if a calier couldn't
make it, I'd have to ciall and fiddlie at the same time. We played
for dances in all the nearby towns until arthritis in her hands
forced Lulu to stop playing. Lulu doesn't remember what age she
started playing, but |t was as soon as she could pump the organ
they had in their home. Her father would play with them and
wanted the children \.n learn. Lulu could play by ear, but her dad
insisted the children|learn to play by note. She also played the
vialin some in high school, but when we married, it was the
pianc. One violin was enough!

My brether had a violin, even took lessons at Ferris one
winter, but eventually gave up on it. | bought it from him and
still have it; it is B violin made in Cremona, ltaly, made by
Joseph Guernarri in 1724, Later | bought a violin made by
Bronson of Grand Rapids in the year 1908. 1 generally play this

instead of the older ﬂ‘ne.

Both Lulu and } t‘il"e Charter Members of OMFA and attended
the very first jamboﬁee organized in 1976. We try to get to &s

many jamborees as w‘a can.

HOMER & EDNA
WICKMAN
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DORSEY & I0LA MAY(PEG)
LAWRENCE

I was born in 1909 in No. Carolina. Mest of my weorking
years were spent doing body work on cars. The last place |
worked was Max Curtis Ford in Lansing where | worked for 24
years. My wife, lola May (Peg), and | have 3 children.

At ene time | was a member of a male quartet and also sang
church music. | was about 28 years old when | started on the
banjo and then got started on the fiddle as well. | have taken
some lessons and do play by ear. Peg plays and in the late 30's
and 40’s we played in dance bands around the Deroit area,
playing modern and old-time music. We quit in the 50's and sold
out. About 25 years later | picked up the fiddle and banjo and
started playing again, so did Peg. She just got started and then
became 111, so | try to play alone. | am a member of OMFA.

3 3 I K WX ®

FIBBLE MUSIC by Mery Coviler

Naw t like to hesr ihe Fiddiers Fisying
And am Heweiin Steel Guriler,

With 6 movih harp and er argan,

Jusl ke achoes Framy s7er

f've heard the mecking bhird 5iag.

Bul lag me the sweelest music

Comes Flawing from thase Fiddle sirings.

3E I 3 I I} € X E

A rateniive memoery is fina, bul ihe sbility la Forgel 75 &
iakem of Lrue Gregtneéss. '
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EUGENE & JUNE COYEY

| was born in Gl"and Rapids, Michigan in 1916 and my wife,
June, was born in Saranac, Michigan in 1908. ¥e now live in
Ada, Michigan. | arrﬁ retired from Daverman Associates, Inc. of
Grand Rapids where | worked as a project representative. June
worked as a secret;arg for many years. For years we were
affiliated with the American Sunday School Union and Youth for
Christ in the Grand Rapids area.

AS a child | learped to play the violin. My wife also learned
to play the violin and piano at an early age, but our combined
talents were practically dormant for nearly 40 years, except Tor
occasional playing at home. in the summer of 1964 we found a
new friend, Ernest Keena, who was an old-time fiddler and a
member of OMFA. He lit the spark of desire in us te start
playing again. Now we can't stay away from the jamborees. Wwe
also belong to the Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSYP) in
Grand Rapids and keep busy playing at senior centers, hospitals
and places wherever we are called, but love the jamborees!

MR./MRS. JOHN
TEMPLEARE
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MAURICE & JANET
KIRKPATRICK

| was born in Deckerville, Michigan in 1927 and my wife,
Janet, was born in Port Huron in 1944, but raised on a farm in
the small town of Yale. We were married on April 13, 1985, |
have 4 children, all married and living about the state. Janet
has a 17 year old son. My mother is still living -- just had her
80th birthday. My father died in 1974,

| started playing the piano when | was 10 years old. My
grandpa played the violin. 1 always loved that musicl 1 hear
these fiddlers today playing the same tunes. My grandpa got me
playing and he was a good teacher. He would stop and say to me,
“You got to keep in time with me™. | think a few times he got
upset with my piano chording, so | always remembered that good
timing was important. | never took any lessons. | guess | yould
have been a better musician, but | was always happy with what |
could do on my own. |If it’s in your heart, you'll make it. ['ve
learned to play the guitar with my own teaching and am working
on the violin.

Janet has always been interested in music and dancing. As a
kid, she used to love to sing with her mom. She took piano
lessons when she was 10, but didn't follow thru. Her mom
played pianc by ear, so she picked up some from her too. She
belonged to square dance clubs when she was in high school. She
started playing harmonica about 5 years age and biending in with
the back-up crew at the jamborees. She always wanted to play
guitar, so took a few lessons and can now chord.

We think the jamborees are fun and relaxing. The OMFA has
a wonderful bunch of pecple who always make us feel welcome.
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ISABELL (1SZY)
MILLER

I am from Harsh?ll, Michigan and was born in 1928. | am
employed at the Vet}erans Administration Medical Center as a
Medical Secretary/Stenographer.

| always loved music and started playing the guitar at age
13 by ear. When | was 20 years old | started playing the
accordion. Both inﬁ‘:truments were self-taught. In 1984 |
decided to learn to play the fiddle.

For the past 16 years | worked summers and spend the
winters in the south living in the Nationsal Forests. | traveled
alone for many years, always playing music and looking for
others to play with. | am well known for my original crazy hats,
which | enjoy and thei; make others smile. | enjoy doing musical
entertainment for the elderly and the handicapped, especially in
nursing homes and at the medical facility where | work. |

belong to the local dul;lcimer club as well as OMFA.

€36 3 % % XXX
He whoe byilds sccarding ie every maen's advice will heve
& cragked hovse --Denish Froverh

FFFFFFNHF

Yau grow up ihe dey youv have your 7irsl rest? levgh &
dourselrf. ‘
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ROLAND & FI ORENCE
SQUIRE

Manistee, Michigan was the place of my birth in 1316. For
12 years | worked as a mill operator in the Corduroy Rubber
Company in Grand Rapids. The last 25 years | have been a
self-employed barber in Fennville. In 1938 | married Florence
Rewa, and we have 7 children and 18 grandchildren.

My interest in music began with the gift of a toy violin for
Christmas at age 8. | began playing the violin at age 10 and
started on the guitar at 18. | have had some lessons and also
play by ear. | have been a member of OMFA for 3 years.

MERLE & ALICE
RABER

¥We have been dancing to old-time music since the days of
the farm grange and 4-H club. [t was one of the happy things we
shared in common when we first met. Between establishing a
career and raising a family of 3 boys and 1 girl, we lost touch
with our beloved music. When we were able to return to our
hobby, we were pleasantly surprised to find old-time music,
especially fiddling, alive and well in the form of the (OMFA. ¥e
enjoy square dancing, and are especially fond of the schottische.
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¥ i 1
=\ HUGH & MARGARET
£\ .;?71 BROOKS

&

| was born in Calhoun County near Augusta, Michigen in
1903. | married Margaret Kohn and we have 3 sons, 3
grandchildren, and 2 great grandchildren. One son passed away
at age 24 with Leukemia. | worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad
41 years.

When | was 18 years old, | started playing the mandolin,
then the fiddle. My| neighbor played a fiddle and taught me to
read noles and play. | also took & few lessons. | was 8 member
of an orchestra and played at several halls once and sometimes
twice a week. | also calied at the dances. Some of the members

of the orchestra moved, so we had to quit.

AMOS & ISABELLE
ENGEL

| was born in Kalamazoo and work?d for Geo. Pacific for 30
years. lsabelle wa:% bern in Greenfield and worked for the
Upjohn Company. We have 1 son and 3 grandchildren.

| am a life member for the Kal Rod and Gun Club. We have
been square dancing for 27 years and love to hear the fiddlers
play. | received a violin from my Son as a surprise gift last
Christmas, and have been trying to learn to play it by ear. Wwe

have met a lot of wonderful people in OMFA.
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JOSEPH & ANN
MATEJCAK

| was born in Lakewood, Ohio in 1913 | worked for 31 years
for Phoenix Oplical, retiring in 1977. We have | daughter and 3
grandchildren.

| started calling for square dances in 1960, after taking
lessons for dancing and deciding | liked the calling end of it the
best. | now call for 2 senior groups at Midland and Bay City. |
never took a lesson, just practiced to records and enjoyed it. |
just recently joined DMFA.

RUBY W. DEY

| was born and raised to music and dancing on a farm at
Farmington, Michigan in 1920. 1| have been a mother and
houseife, and done a lot of different things on & farm. | have
also vorked in factories. After almost 17 years, | retired from
Double-D Plastics at Greenville. | have 2 children and 7
grandsons, some of whom play horn and drums.

| came from a musical family. Dad played violin, mother
played the piano, and an uncle played the drums. They played
for dances all over. | started playing the violin when | was
about 8 and play mostly Ty ear. My membership in OMFA dates
back 7 or 8 years.
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LYNN & RUTH SAYAGE

Antwerp, Ohio w“as the place of my birth in 1936. | have
been & school teachET-r for 17 years at Tri-County High School.
Prior to that | taught in Ohio. My wife, Ruth, and | have 2 sons
and 1 daughter.

My dad played g\uitﬂr and my mother played the piano. |
began playing the trumpet and guitar at age 11. | took trumpet
lessons and learned H‘o play the guitar by ear. ! also call square
dances. My wife plays the piano. We have been a member of
OMFA Tor 2 years.

LUKE SAYAGE

| was born in 1973 at Lakeview, Michigan, and at present am
a student at the Lakejview Schools. My parents are Lynn and Ruth
Savage, and | have a ﬁ:ister and a brother.

| became interesied in music at the age of 7, and soon after
started playing the violin. | have taken lessons and also play by
ear. | have belonged Lo the OMFA for 2 years.
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WILEIS BUEHRER

| am from Marshall, Michigan. | was born in 1919 and raised
and lived most of my life in the Mosherville area (near
Hillsdale). | retired as a tool and die maker (machinest).

| started playing about 1938, but didn't really pursue it.
About 1979 after breaking a leg and having time to practice, |
started playing again. In 1984 | began to learn to play the
mandolin.

I enjoy OMFA, but don't attend often enough. (| would like to
find others to jam with in our ewn local area and across the U.S.
as we travel. After retiring | spent last winter in Florida.

JUDY & KENT BALLIET

I was born in big Rapids, Michigan in 1947 My parents are
Mr. & Mrs. Restore Douglass. | work for Michigan Bell Telephone
Company as an Estimate Designer, and have been there 19 years.
| am married to Kent Balliet and we have 3 children. We live in
Grand Rapids.

My dad is a member of OMFA, and | go to play the pisno for
him and dance. When | was little, my dad played fiddie for
parties and at about 10 years of age | started playing piano just
by ear. | love to dance, so | attend as many fiddlers’ jamborees
as possible.
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ERNEST Y. KEENA

| was born in Ada;:, Michigan in 1897, and raised on a farm.
At the time of World ¥War [, | entered the service. After the war
| returned home and went to work. My parents were born in the
area and my wife is from Reed City, Michigan. We have 6 boys
and 4 daughters.

¥When | was about{ 7, | began playing on the mouth organ and
then, later on the fid‘dle and guitar. | found an old fiddie in my
grandmother's attic and learned to play on one string--that’s all
it had on it. As a youngster | took some violin and guitar
lessons. | have played at dances, weddings and other activities
and functions. | da belong to OMFA and perform as | have

opportunity.

26 I6 9 I IE I I X

The gresitest thing in Iire Is experience. fyven mistakes
have yalue. --Henry Ford
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MARILYN CAROLE &
JOE NIEWIEK

| was born at Grand Rapids, Michigan in 1942, Upon
graduation from Central High School in Grand Rapids, | worked
for 9 years at Interstate Motor Freight System doing clerical
and secretarial work. | am the daughter of Elmer and Lilly
Malfroid of Grand Rapids. | am married to Joe Niewiek.

Durs was a musical family, and | have always been musically
inclined. My father is a self-taught fiddler, speciaiizing in jigs
and reeis. He also plays the guitar and banjo. My mother came
te the US. from Denmark at the age of 3 and plays the accordion,
guitsr, fiddle, and banjo. At age 10 | taught myself a couple of
tunes on dad’'s fiddle, and | played at family get-togethers for
about a year. Then | put it down until about 2 years ago. 1 play
by ear and have been a member of OMFA about 2 years.

EDYTH & JASPER
SHEBONGA
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LILLIAN MALFROID

Green Bay, Wisconsin was the place of my birth in 1909. |
was the only girl in a family of 6 children; 4 of my brothers are
still alive. My father was a cabinet maker and died in 1926. My
mother lived to a ri‘pe old age of 95. | have worked in varipus
occupations; as a domestic in private homes, waitress work,
cooking in a hospita\l, and assistant teaching in public schools.
Also, | have done social work and bookkeeping with a few
government agencieg, all of this while employed as a domestic
in one family.

My first instrument was a handmade fiddle made by my
father. Prior to that, old cigar boxes with rubber bands served
the purpose. | ledrned to play by ear and did take some
correspondence lessons. | never did any calling myself, but 2 of
my brothers called. This was part of our family activity and
entertainment in the 1920°s. | have played a few times at OMFA
jamborees. Two of ‘ig brothers, Fred and Gene Malfroid, and also
2 of my nieces, Marilyn Niewiek and Alma Malfroid, also play at
OMFA meets.

XXX XEXEXX

The art of becoming wise is the art ar kpowing whal (o
averiaek. --Wiliiany James

3 JE % ¥ K
Wha never waiks s58ve Where e s8gs man's Irécks, mekes
ne discaveries. --Josiah &6 Helland
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NILES & NELLIF
SOWLE

| was born in Decatur, Indiana in 1916. For 30 years |
worked for the Kent-Moore organization, making automotive -
service tools, with 17 of those years on customer service &s a
machinist. | am married to Nellie Abbey and have a son and a
daughter; each has 2 girls.

My activity in music began with a harmonica at the age of
12, and at about 14 | started on the guitar. This was followed
by the mandolin, banjo, and hammered dulcimer. | have had no
lessons and have just learned to play these instruments by ear.
| played in taverns and at dances when in high school, and taught
guitar later in the Civilian Conservation Corps. | have been a
member of DMFA for about 3 years and alsoc am a member of the
Michigan Fiddlers” Association, the Original Dulcimer Players
Club, and a charter member of Uncle Carl’s Dulcimer Club.

| build musical instruments: hammered dulcimers, mountain
dulcimers, and mandolins, and collect stringed instruments of
all kinds, the alder the better.

3% 3k ¥k X X %k XK

You can'l lurn hack the cleck, byl you can wind it up
sgain. --Baeanie Frodden

3 3 3 I 3 XX
Fog mony peopie use Jriendship 65 & grawing scceunlt, bl
Fargel ta meke 8 depesil
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YARSAL C. & DOROTHY
FALES

| was born in Leighton Township, Allegan County, Michigan
in 1916. | was hurnv} on a farm and did farm work for about 12
years after finishing high schoel. | worked at the HMenasha
Corporation in Dtseg;o from 1946 until my retirement in 1977,
working in production Tor 4 years ond 27 years as a power plant
operator. My wife, Dorothy, and ) currently live in Delton. |
have 5 grown children by my former wife.

Almost everyone in my family pleyed something
(grandfather, father, mother, aunts, and uncles), mostly for
entertainment. At th:e age of 11, | started on the fiddle and at 8
began on the piano. | took some lessens on each at wagldnd, but
mostly | have learned to play by ear. | have played in just about
every town in southwest Michigan, mestly st Disege, Glendale,
Allegan, Alamo, and Yayland.

| have been a member of OMFA for 3| years.

I % KK XN

A critic is someohe whe knews the woey. hutl cen’l drive
the cor.

% %% 3 X 3% X
Music... g8 uriverssei 1anguege, reamtﬂg te unite snd blend
&l hermenize 817 Whe mey come Wilhin 7is sphere
-=dehn 5 Dwight
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ROBERT & MARGARET
MURPHY

| was born in 1922 near Grand Ledge, Michigan about 5 lpiles
west of our present home. My parents moved to Potterville when
} was in the third grade. My mother is 87 years old and plays
the pianc. My father died in 1948. | have no brothers and
sisters. | met my wife, Margaret, on a blind date through my
cousin who was dating her girlfriend. We wenl dancing to Nick
and his Cornhuskers, and went every Saturday night from that
day on. We have 3 children who all are musical. All are married
and we have 4 lovely grandchildren.

| am a professional carpenter/builder. | built my Tirst home
in Lansing in 1947 and have spent 28 years in this city as a
residential building contractor, and another 10 years working as
a construction superintendent on commercial and institutional
buildings.

I started playing violin at age 7. A man from the Sutheriand
Music School, going door to door, knocked at my parents door
and explained their program. Mother turned to me and asked if |
would like to play a violin like my grandfather. | answered yes,
and thus the beginning. What | believe, however, really sowed
the seed was the playing and singing that took place when the
families got together at grandpa and grandma’s home. Grandma
on the pump organ or piano and grandpa on the fiddle, and my
uncle on the guitar or cornet. | started taking violin lessons in

1929. It was a big bargain -- something like 20 lessons at a
dollar each and you got the violin, bow, and cardboard case to
keep. | had several teachers after that and also attended the

School of Music at Michigan State for a short time before going
into the Army Air Force, World War 1l.
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During my growing up years, | spent many hours sitting
beside the radio playing along with the dance orchestras and the
string bands on the Grand Ole Opery, etc. | played my first
square dance at the Masonic Hall in Potterville in 1936. | had a
S5-piece orchestra and played for dance clubs and other
engagements. 1| played with other well known groups and bands,
on the radio station WKAR, some fairs in Michigan and Ohio
where | had the opportunity te play with some of the WLS
National Barn Dance personalities--Patsy Montana, Lulabelle &
Scotty, Red Foley, etc. Their fiddler wasn't able to be there, so
they asked me to play with them -- quite a thrill for a young
man.

In 1948 | was contacted by a representative for Patsy
Montana to see if | would be interested in playing for her. By
then | was married and building houses in Lansing, plus enrclled
in building contracinr and architectural courses, and was no
longer interested in| heing a career musicien. From 1947 to
1977 | hardly touched the violin, except for playing in church
once or twice a year.

| first attended the fiddlers jamborees at Webberville in
1977 and have been invelved with OMFA ever since. That was
jamboree *#5 for the| organization, and 39 musicians took part,

including 22 fiddlers. 1 was appointed a director in June, 1981
and served as secretary from 1982 to May, 1985,
Margaret and | have been learning to play the hammer

dulcimer and bought ¢ne 4 years ago. Last winter | built one for
myself, so we coul? play together. Margaret likes to play
harmony and | play the melody, which makes for a lot of fun.

Often when | pick up the violin, | pause and give thanks for
the gift of music, "the universal language”, for parents who gave
of themselves so | gould have lessons; for the fellow in some
other tand apprnxirqxatelg 200 years ago who labored to make
violins; and for my music teachers. Today | find great pleasure
in ptaying the old soj;gs and hymns with a group of musicians, te
an audience of smiling faces who come te enjoy another journey
daown the memory lane of melodies. Thanks to our OMFA for
putting music back into our lives.
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PAUL GIFFORD

I'm almost 35 and have lived in the Detroit area all my life.
My father was a professional pianist and flutist and music
teacher. My mother plays the violin. | had some piano lessons
vwhen | was about 7 and 8, then pretty much gave that up. | took
up the French Horn at 9 and played that till 17, with lessons
most of that time. My interest in old-time music began when |
was 17. My father was a very well educated musician, having
studied at the Juilliard Conservatory and at the University of
Michigan. His grandfather was a wheelwright and farmer who
also played a fiddle he had made himself and, in the late 1850s
worked in & Tocal factory which produced a large number of
duicimers. His mother was the local piano teacher in Sherman.

My father was always interested in the dulcimer. The
dulcimer was very common in that area at one time. When | was
growing up | had littie awareness of old-time music, like most
other suburban kids. ['d heard about it, and the dulcimer, from
my dad but never thought much more about it. In 1968, when |
was 17, we went to my uncle’'s house and he brought the
dulcimer out of a closet. My father tuned it up and they started
messing with it. He was going to make one and borrow my
uncle's to use as a model. Within an hour | figured out "The Irish
¥asheryoman™ and it was like magic. The dulcimer opened up a
new world to me. | wanted to learn more tunes. We had an old
copy of 1000 Fiddle Tunes around the house and my father went
through and checked the ones he remembered. [ learned all of
these by note. | became aware that there were a Tew dulcimer
players in Michigan and my pal and | began to search them out.
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| started to play the fiddle in 1971, by ear. We formed a
group and began to play and get paid for perferming. We were
pretty mobile at that time, and began attending folk festivals
ond contests in other states. 'we wanted something to happen in
Michigan and helpe\'d in planting the seed, organizing ond
beginning the first jx‘amborees in Michigan.

From 1981 thruu!gh 1984 | was & student at the University of
Michigan, where | gjat a history degree and & library science
degree. As usual | played the dulcimer at the Murray Hotel at
Mackinaw during the summers. These activities kept me very
busy and poorer than ever. As a result | have been to very few
jamborees since the members have been running OMFA. | am
looking for work now and hope to get a job within the state. If |

am successful, | hope to start attending them again.
X T E XX F 3

LOTINE MNUSIC, KW T8 HNDERSTAND 7" By RKelleg
Kirksey ’

There are many definitians 7ar the difference hel ween
idtime Fidaiing and Vielin Nusic. Far instance, A
vigiinisl carries ).‘H's‘ ingirument in 8 case end & Fiddler
carries his in & flgur sack. ™ Which dees nal pecesserily
hald true To meke il simple a5 passiliie, E1855Fcal
Vialin pleying ang ald-tipre Fiddiing sre twa differest
branches of musicel expressions. Fach has en aadvenced
technigue unigue J‘e ftsei?r. A gead Fiddier is g gres?
ariisl, 65 is & gadﬂ' yialiniz?. A Copcer? VieFinist afien
makes & dismal flop when lkey try te produce ldtime
riddiing, and an the ather hend en excellent fiddler
sounds Jike lhe paprest beginner when he iries Classical
HNusic.

Fhe guthentic Gidlime Fiddler is nal reproducing the
music af aur f&rei"m’ﬁers, he is pleging the eclual music
Fisely. iditime Fiddiing comes down (¢ us by ear, alive.
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LAURIE & ANNA
KIVIRANTA

| was born in 1904 and my wife, Anna, was born in 1911, and
we now live in L'Anse, Michigan. We have | daughter and 5
grandchildren. We are retired honary members of OMFA.

Ever since | was a kid and hearing my next door neighbor and
his son play violin together, | considered this to be the
sweelest sound this side of heaven.

ln 1934 | established my own business called the L-K
Fainting Service doing general painting, truck lettering, and
signs that kept me too busy to even think about studying violin.
After working 40 years, | retired in 1974 and then and there |
purchased a violin which happened to be a copy of the famous
“Antonio Stradivari®. Then the practicing started. For 2 years |
practiced in earnest. Then in 1976 | made my first debut for a
group of 75 senior citizens. In 1977 | participated at the first
Aura jemboree directed by Bob and Jane. | rememer that | played
over 20 numbers at this jamboree. | do not read music and
mostly played Scandinavian and Finnish music. In 1977 | entered
the Senior Citizens Talent Contest at the UP. State Fair in
Escanaba. | did this for 3 more years and came out as follows:
1977 - 7th; 1978 - 2nd; 1979 - 3rd; 1980 - 5th.

In 1979 | formed a trio group which included a very talented
and charming accordionist, a guitarist, fiddler and vocalist. We
named the group “Kiviranta Trie™. For 6 years we entertained at
nursing homes, country fairs, local radios, and benefits.

Since | turned 80 on June 15, 1984, | have been unable to
play the violin anymore which leaves me very sad. We sure
enjoy this our musical association. Only happy memories
remain.
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SYLYESTER & DOROTHY
SHONER

-;’g_,"‘"}?
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Sylvester was born in Indiana Harber, Indiana in 1916 and
Dorothy in Dearborn, Michigan in 1919, Sylvester is a retlired
factory worker and j)orothg a retired housewife. They have a
family of 4 sons and|4 daughters, 17 grandchildren, and 5 great

grandchildren. Neither plasy an instrument, but do enjoy
listening and dancing to the music. They have been attending the
jamborees since 1976.

RITA SHONER

She was born in Brighton, Michigan in 1952, Rita works at
Workskills at Bright‘rnn_ She comes to the jamborees with her
parents and enjoys the music and loves|to dance.

3 3 I W I ¥ K

Lavghter is the sang af the angelsJ
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RAY & RUTH
ZBIERACZ

wWe were both born and raised in Cheboygan and have |
daughter and 3 grandchildren.

Ray has worked 33 years for Detroit Tape and Tool. Ruth has
been employed for 20 years with Procter & Gamble Paper
Company. Neither one of us plays an instrument. We do like to
gqo to the jamborees and listen to the music, dance and
fellowship with the people.

LEWIS & FRAN SMITH

1 was born in 1913, My father was a blacksmith who shod a
team of horses for his fiddle and then gave it to me when | was
12 years old. My grandfather played the fiddle, my dad played
the fiddle and banjo, and my mother played the organ and banjo.
My brother played the banjo and my daughter played the vielin in
the Battle Creek Symphony. | took lessons for awhile, but |
prefer playing by ear because | can put my feelings in it better.
When | used to play for dances | was within about a 30 mile
radius of Union City.

| worked as a tool and die maker at American Stamping
Company for 38-1/2 years before retiring te Hastings about 6
years ago. | joined DMFA and really enjoy playing.
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JAMES A & JOANNE
PARR

| was born in 194f4 in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. | have been
playing the guitar since | was 14 and the fiddle since | was 17.
| have been playing music professionally now for the past 11
years and have my own band. The name of the band is Moody Blue
Country. Both my wife and | write our own music which has been
sent to Nashyille far publication.

| was married to Joanne Jones in 1964. She has been playing
the guitar for about 10 years. Her father played the Hawaiian
guitar and her mother likes to listen to the kids play. Joanne
was born in the Sault in 1947, We have 6 children, 2 boys and 4

girls who like to plf‘:g and are still learning.

BERNARD A. & CRYSTAL
LIYINGSTON

I was born at Otsego, Michigan in 1917 and have been
engaged in farming. Ye are the parents of 4 children.

| became interPsted in calling about 12 years ago and
received encouragement and support from my uncle, Ray
Livingston. 1 have called at various locations in the area. |
have been a member of OMFA for 4 years.
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DEBRA & CRAIG
STRICKLAND

My name is Debra (Ecker) Strickland. My husband’s name is
Craig Crandall Strickland. | was born in Au Gres, Michigan in
1956 to Levi and Edeline Ecker of Whitemore, Hichigan.

My husband asnd | own a used automobile dealership which
bears my husband’s middle name. Crandall Enterprises is located
in Pontiac, Michigan.

| was born to a family of 12 living brothers and sisters. My
father is very musically inclined and is a long time member of
DMFA. | have always been interested in music and country style
dancing. | took choir for 4 yesrs in school. | clog at every
avatlable opportunity and love to square dance. In fact, | love to
dancei! | have written, composed and performed several gospel
songs, many of which have been copywritten. | have performed
live in many churches in the metro Detreit area. | have also
performed numerous times on television, both live and video
taped. In August, 1985 | was invited by an agent for Roy Acuff
to go to Nashville for an audition.

My husband and | have made many friends in the music
industry. | have done many of my songs in professional studios
in the Detroit area. We live happily in Waterford Township
which is located in 0Oakland County, and have been happily
married for 11 years. God and life has been very, very good to
us.

EE k2 k3 & &
Wwhen you have lroubles, remember the tesketiie I/t mey
be up ta s peck in ol weler, bul 7l canlinves la sing.
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LAWRENCE (TED) F. &
OPAL MILLER

| was born in Marghall, Michigan in 1919. My vielin was
given to me by my grandfather when | was 8 years old. As a
young man | played for dances, programs, and house parties with
my brother and sister and me on the violin.

| married Opal in 1939 who was also from Marshall. We have
4 sons and 2 daughters. As farming and a tool grinder at Eaton,
Town and Yale took up all my time, the violin was put out to
pasture, coming to Yife just a few years ago with the help of a
long time friend, Lawrence Jeffery. We became interested in
OMFA snd now attend whenever possible.

| retired in 1980 and after suffering a heart attack and
several surgeries am now, thanks to God, hale and hearty. | have
many hobbies, including piano playing, vielin, hunting, fishing
and 1i7¢ in general.

I 3 I I H ¥ E K

2op’tl expect spylhing ariginsl from sn eche.

3% 3 36 X * %K
The mast salid stape in the strucivre is the Jowest ope
in the feundelion. --Kehil] Gikren

¥ 3 I 3¢ K * X ¥
Froeblems are the price af progress. Pon’l bring me
enyihing byl trousle. --Cheries F. Reliering
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CLAYTON (MOUNTAIN)
& JUNE MAULE

| was bern in 1921 at Greenville, Michigan. My occupation
has been farming and factory work. | have a wife, June, and a
son, John, who has a band. 1 had a son who also played bass.

| started playing instruments at the age of seven, and play
the vialin, bass, guitar, mandolin, banjo, and steel guitar. | play
by ear and have played all over the country. | have played on the
radio and have backed several of the Opry stars. | began calling
at the age of 17. | have been an OMFA member for 2 years.

OREN WAYNE &
ILA MAE LANTZ

I was born in Grant Township, Hecn%ta County, Michigan. My
occupatian has been that of a journeyman welder with Pontiac
Motors, working on high pressure pipe ;r;enm lines. My wife, Ila
Mae, and | have a son, Richard, and a daughter, Patricia.

My interest in music began with the old pump organ, and at
age 16 | began playing the violin, and at 18 | started on the
tenor banjo. 1 have taken lessons from the U.S. School of Music,
and during the 30's was a member of a dance band. [ have been &
member of OMFA for 7 years.
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RESTORE A. & FREDA
DOUGLASS

1907 was the year of my birth near Pittsburgh, Pa., being
one of a family of 5 children. My father worked as a lumberman
in the woods and also ﬁIS a salesman. In 1939 | married Freda
Foss. We have 3 girls, all married, and a granddaughter and
grandson.

| started to play the violin at age 12. A friend of my dad
who played the violin ajm taught me how visited us. Before he
laft for home, | could play 3 tunes. At age 17 | played in a hall,
and after that, at a lot of house parties and various other halls.
| play by ear. | have been an DMFA member for 3 years.

HAROLD BEARUP

| was born in Petoskey, Michigan in 1906. My employment
has been that of a Fuller Brush man, truck driver, radio and TV
engineer, and various other assorted jobs. My father was born in
N. ¥. state and was a professional trumpet player and a
carpenter by trade. My mother was born in Canada.

In going to dances in and around Petoskey, | became
interested in calling and started cailing sguare dances about
1918. | have been a member of OMFA for about 3 years.
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TESS RETELL

I was born in Crystall City, Missouri. | came to Michigan
almost 50 years ago. | had 3 sons. My husband and | son are no
longer living.

! moved to Harrison § years ago where | met Margaret Ernst
who plays piano for OMFA. With Margaret and Ruth Neaves (Alley
Cat), | started to go to the square dances. About 5 years ago at
the Harrisen Senior Center, it was suggested that we start
square dancing. Ruth Neaves started calling and | volunteered to
help out. Until then | had never called square dances. | learned
them all from other OMFA callers. | just started calling this
year (1985) for the OMFA jamborees.

| am not a musician and have no musical background. 1 just
enjoy ald time fiddling and square dancing. | am not an old time
anything, except in age.

3 ¥ ¥ XN

KIGHT KAND UF, (EFT (A0 UNDER

Hesd couple leads (o right, circies 4,
leaves thet jiedy

Leads to the next, circles 3, tgkes 1hat lady
Lesds ta the pext, circie 4, feagyes that fady
Gentiemsn return (o place

Right hand up, 167t Tedy under

Join hands, forward and heck &

Kight hand up, Jert ledy under

Balance and swing pariners te place
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RAY SHEPHERD

| was born in Royallon, Kentucky in 1314. My folks moved to
Ohio near the Ohio RiveJ' near Jackson County when | was 3 years
old. We lived there 12 years and then in 1932 moved to Hardin
County near Kenton, []r:‘rin. | came from a large family of 13
children. My father was & school teacher, a merchant and
farmer.

| have worked at Ford Motor Company at Willow Run and
almost 33 years at Tecumseh Products.

| play by note and} ear. | took lessons when | was in my
teens for 2 years. | became interested in music when | was 5
years old, as both my Jparents played. Hother played the organ
and father played the violin, five-siring banjo, piano, and bass.
My first violin was 8 thalf size. | sold garden seed to get it. At
the beginning my father would hold the violin and | would draw
the bow. | would watcﬁh where he placed his fingers to play the
tunes. One day Dick, my littie brother, busted the violin with a
hammer. We worked long hours and hard on the farm, so | had
very little time to play music. At the noon hour | would grab a
fiddle or banjo and trQ to imitate songs | heard on records or
from songs that other people played.

| was playing for gquare dances at 14 and | played on WOW,
Fort Wayne, Indiana at 17. Three years later | moved to Hanson,
ldaho where | played Saturday nights on KTFI, Twin Falls. Two
of my brothers joined me in 1346 as the Shepherd Brothers at
WABJ, Adrain, Michigan. In 1948, | plaged bass fiddle with a
16-piece modern dan&e band from Tecumseh Preductis for 2
years. Since then, | have done a lot of studying at home. | am a

member of OMFA.
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WILLIAM S, ERNST

| was boarn in St. Johns, Michigan in 1919,

! was made familiar with fiddle music and square dance
calling at an early age. My dad made 24 fiddles between
1932-33. | was raised by my aunt and uncle because my mother
passed away when | was only 2-1/2 years old. My uncle was a
fine old-time fiddier. When | was 13, my uncle bought me a
tenor banjo from Sears and Roebuck. with a little help from an
older brother, | learned the chords and backed up my uncie at

- small local square dances.

This was interrupted when World wWar II came along. |
enlisted and drifted away from banjo and guitar until about 30
years ago. |1 bought a Gibson tenor banjo and had the Gibson
Company modify it to a five-string in 1968. Later | bought a
fiddie and learned how to play a few hoedowns end waltzes.

| joined OMFA a few years back and enjoy the jamborees.

| have acquired first, second, and third places at old-time
fiddlers contests and first and third place in banjo contests. |
enjoy trying to play both instruments and see a little, slow
improvement from year to year.

HEXXXEXKEX

The sweelest! music isn’l argtories, hul in kind words.
~-Kaiph Walda Emerson
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A smoall tangue arlen covers sherp teeth
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WALTER |. MESKE

| was born in Port Hope, Michigan in 1903. | was a rural
mail carrier for 42 ygpars, and am now relired. | have 2
daughters living in Fiorida and 1 son living in Seattle.

when | was 6 years old, for Christmas | received a little tin
fiddie which { learned to play on. Later | progressed from a
three quarter size to a 7ull size. There were many house parties
at that time, and | did play for dances at these parties. in the
late iwenties, we organized a town band, so | did not do any
fiddle playing for ahnut]n 30 years. ¥hile in the band, I filled in
where | was needed and did play trombone, baritone, bass and
saxophone. | never had any music lessons, but leter | was the
directar of the band.

¥hen DMFA was organized, ! got started playing the fiddle
again. | have been a thember of OMFA for 11 years and try to
attend all the jamboregs that are close to home.

| have been a contestant in the old time Tiddlers contest in
Canada, and did participate at Shelburne for 7 years. | am only
an amature, but enjoy playing at the jamborees.

% 36 3 36 3 I X I

Fatignce and time do more than Sirenglh and pession.
--Jdean e [aFontalie
36 3 Ik ¥ X ¥ XX

when luck erters, give her &8 s£8t. --Jewish Pravert
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FOREST & ASEL |\
WARREN

Both my wife and 1 were barn in Milan, Missouri. | was born
in 1906 and she in 1907 in the Kitchen vicinity {known as
kitcheness by the lecals). This was the extreme north and
central part of narthern Missouri. We were married and came to
Michigan in 1929 We have taught school and worked in industiry
for TRW and retired from this company.

when Asel was & child, her grandpa Yardley played the fiddle
and her grandma the parlor organ. Her father played a fiddle.
his 4 sisters the organ and 1 brother the fiddle. On winter
nights when there was nothing to do, they would have a dance in
the barn loft and put hay around the sides to sit on. Neighbors
would come in and have a dance and maybe just music with lots
of fun. They would probably get together every week. She took
piano lessons, but learned a lot from her aunts.

Back home in Missouri, | started young at guitar picking,
fiddling and chording en the parler organ. A person back there
was considered “pretty dumb if they couldn’t play something and
small potatoes and few in the hill™ if they couldn't. 1 took
vislin lessons while in scheol, but always preferred to play by
ear. We preferred to cul down on more than cone string. When a
fiddier gol to playing only on one string at a dance, we knew he
had had it, and we took him out and put in someone that was
sober. Most everyone could fiddle. My mother played the guitar
and uncle and aunts played and called for dances. | learned to
call from attending many dances in the vicinity.

Our daughter and family are all musicians. Janet toek music
in school and cellege and now teaches music.

i was one of the charter members of OMFA. Even though we
can't get to all the jamborees, our hearts are there.
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MARGARETTE ERNST

{ am Margarette Wogdruff Ernst, and was born in St. Johns,
Michigan in 1915, 1 am now a resident of Harrison.

As a child | pumped Grandma ¥Woodruff's old organ until |
almost drove the folks wild, so music lessons were arranged.
Mother did dressmaking for my lessons (4 years). Just before
my twelfth birthday, | played the last 2 weeks of silent movies
at our movie house and my first dance. 5ixX of us teenagers
formed a band called the “Night Hawks™. | had played my way
through school from the time | was in the fifth grade, doing
programs, gym classes, chapel, school dances, etc. In high
school | was a member of a 45-piece orchestra.

| married at 17, but was in and out of bands and finally
worked with an exceilent tap teacher. | stayed with one teacher
or other for the next 18 years {(tap, baton, ballet, baliroom
dancing, and aerobatics). Fourteen years of marriage and | was
on my own with four children to support. After 1948, | was
with one dance band or another. In fact, 2 years while working
in the office | made more money at the keyboard than in the
office spending 44 hours a week at the piano. Some of these
hours were with the se{ervice ciubs -- Lions Club for 15 years,
Rotary Club for 12 years, and Exchange Ciub for 12 years. |
believe | am the only pianist that ever served all three of St.
Johns Service Clubs at the same time. The grange dances finally
ceased, so to the bars | went. [n 1960 | hecame interested in
the electronic organ and purchased my first in 1961. | had no
formal lessons -- just me.

| am presently invplved with the Harrison Nutrition Center,
Memory Lane Band, and OMFA; and I'm suppose to be retired!

| have 17 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.
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AARRE K. LAHTI

I was born in Helsinki, Finland in 1908. Finland was a
country where it was assumed that you would play a violin. Two
years after my father had arrived in the United States he
arranged passage for mother and me on the Titanic. Since
mother was unable to sell her belongings in time, we missed
this opportunity.

| started wviolin lessons at nine. At eleven my parents
purchased a good violin which | still have and play. Had | had
competent teachers and ones who understood the workings of a
violin as a tool, | may not have discontinued my efforts.

| became enamored with the Gypsy violin piaying during the
fifty years when | did not touch the violin. [t vwas because of
their playing that three years before retirement | had my vielin
repaired and started lessons again. ¥hen | took my violin for
repairs, the violin maker's first comment was, “Your finger
board has been dropping”. This was the main reason why |
discontinued playing the violin. The strings cut my fingers and
when the bridge was cut down the tone was gone.

| pltay mostly by ear, although ['ve made some progress in
reading music. | do net censider a piece "mine” until { can play
It without music.

| am a graduate of the School of the Art institute of Chicago
and The University of Michigan. At Michigan | taught art and
design.

You might suspect from my love for Gypsy violins that |
prefer playing music which is quite sentimental and “shmaltzy".
There are times when | regret my S0 year divorce from music.
On the other hand, by now it might have pecome a chore. HNow it
is a challenge. Sameone will say, “You've improved since last
year . Should | take this as a compliment or a relief to their
ears?
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RAYMOND & ALICE
KAISER

| was born in 1923 in Alpena, Michigan. This year (1985) |
retired from Besser Conllpang of Alpena after waorking 35 years
as an electrician and electrical supervisor.

I am one of ten children born to John and Edna Kaiser. Seven
of us are still living. pr father managed the Henry Fruit Farm in
Wilson Township, Alpena County, for 35 years. Both my parents
are now deceased.

My wife, Alice, and | have 2 children and 4 grandchildren.

My older brother bought a guitar through the Montgomery
ward mail order cataloﬂ back in 1934, That was the beginning.
It has only been since 1970 that | began a serious effort to
learn to play. | did not take lessons, nor do | read music.

| have been & member of OMFA for approximately 5 years.

36 3 3 3 3 % ¥* %

HEAD COUFLE ROUND QUTSIOE GF THE SET
Hesd coupie round autside af the sel

And swing in ihe ce/{szzr Tike G1d Seinl Nick.
And down the cenler snd cast 8ff siy
Ewing i lhe canter s you did befare

Ang up srd down cenier apd cgs? ofy four
Swing in the cenler 88 you used 1o do

And up ang dewn cefiler and cest afl iwe

Allemande Iari, gra}.lad right and fefi.
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HELEN & BUTCH
GROSS

Those of us who knew her loved her and will never forget
her.

Helen was born in 1902 and raised in Saline, Michigan and
lived her whole life in that community. In fact, she never left
her home even after she got married. She lived in the same
house all her life. She was an only child and her parents owned
a farm. She got her love for music from her father who was a
fiddler. When Helen was 9 years old, she started going to house
dances with her father. At that time she played the bass. They
used to tease her about carrying her "dog house” around with her.
Her mother wanted her to properly learn music, so Helen took
music lessons and used to walk from the farm to town and back
to take her lessons. She could play practically any instrument
{piano, mandolin, banjo, uke), but her first love was the fiddle.
She started playing for dances before she was out of high
school. When she began teaching school, she still played for
dances on the weekends.

¥When she got out of high school, she went on to normal
school to became a teacher. She used to take the street car to
¥psilanti to the college where she earned a life certificate. She
began teaching in 1922, At that time she got the mere sum of
$65 a month and had te do everything at the school (build the
fire, clean the building, clear the snow). During her career, she
taught every grade up through the 8th and was a dedicated,
excellent teacher who demanded discipline. She hung a stick on
the wall in her room, but never had to use it. Her pupils loved
and respected her and used to come back and visit her long afer
they left as students. She taught 40 years in the communities
near her home. She quwit teaching in 1862 and seven then
continued to substitute for awhile.
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In 1931 she married Rudelph {(Butch) Gross who was alsc a
native of that area. When they married, he moved to the family
farm with Helen and he‘r parents. Helen's father wasn't well and
Butch was a great help in running the farm. Her father died 4
years later and it was only 4-5 years later that her mother died.
Since Helen's death in 11983, Butch still lives at the farm home,
but much of the land has been sold or rented and long since made
into a subdivision. They never had any children of their own, but
do have a nice family who lives next to them which they have
adopted as theirs and who includes Butch as part of their own

family.
Helen left her maAk in the community and in the hearts of

the people she came in icnntact.

36 3 A 36 3 I XX

Ehildren heyve more Jj?e.ea’ af models them critics
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ALFRED & SHIRLEY
LIETZ

I was born at Mt. Clemens, HMichigan in 1915, My wife,
Shirley, also was born in Mt. Clemens, and that city was home
for both of us until we moved to Tawas area in June of 1983.

After graduation | worked in a factory while attending
various colliege and night school classes. My occupation for the
next 45 years was an accountant, except for the years | spent in
the Air Corps during World War il. For 20 years | was the
controller and office manager for a department store and for
over 22 years | was the accountant and office manager for a
wholesale food distributor, where | retired in 1980.

Shiriey and | were married in 1947. We have 4 children, 3
sons and a daughter, all married. We have 5 grandchildren. We
are very close-knit and have always done things together. While
our chiidren were growing up, vwe spent most of our vacations
and many weekends finishing off “our place” up north, which now
has become our home. HMusic has always been a part of our
family life; each of us can play some instrument, albeit strictly
for personal enjoyment. Shirley has had no musical training,
except for her participation in the high school glee club and
singing in the church cheir, but she has a real interest in music
and does spend time on our electronic organ and her autoharp.

| began playing the violin at the age of 9 when | received a
violin for Christmas. At that time | participated in a group
class in grade school, and this was followed by several years of
lessons from local violin instructors. The Mi. Clemens school
system had a great music program and | was thrilled with the
opportunity to play in the school orchestra. In my senior year |
was the concert master of the orchestra and had the opportunity
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to perform at various 5civic and church functions. This music
was essentially in the classical field, but | have always enjoyed
fiddlin old-time tunes for the fun of it.

In 1976 we became!interested in the Mountain Dulcimer and
the hammered dulcimer, Shirley had been working on some craft
items and | have always been interested in working with woods,
s0 we decided to build é Mountain Dulcimer. it turned out pretty
good; | did most of the woodworking and Shirley did the sanding
and finishing. We have since constructed 4 additional Mountain
Dulcimers and a hammered dulcimer. We have been very active
in attending various dlﬂllcimer festivals, especially in Ohioc and
nearby states as well as in Michigan. tt was while attending
these events that the jem sessions aroused my interest in
getting out the fiddle again, this time in the league of old-time
and country music.

It was in 1981 that we heard about the Origiral Michigen
Fiddlers' Association gnd became members. | began practicing
and memorizing {semething | had never done before) and played
my first tunes at the jamboree at Omer in 1982, Since that
time, we have attended many jamberees and gatherings. |In
addition to the fiddle, | do play the viols, mandolin, Mountain
and hammered dulcimers, and various recorders.

Dur attendance and participation at these various functions
has resulted in our meeting some of the nicest people with a
common interest. We have established many friendships which
have been most satisfying and rewarding. Lord willing, we hope
to continue to be active in this most enjoyable sort of
recreation, entertainment and fellowship.

3 3 % I 3% KWWK

I is the arlis?’'s business 1o creale sunshine when the
sur feils -—--Romain Kallang
33 I W AXNEX
Warriy is the mesi weasteful thing in the warld
--Henry Fard
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ELMER S. JUNKER

My earliest exXposure to square dancing was when [ was
about 15 years old. One of my aunts taught me to waltz so |
could take part in a Waltz Quadrille with family and relatives in
our large front room. Later | learned other square and round
dances and went to dances with my parents and relatives. | also
learned more square and round dances in the public schools at
Milwaukee, where we even made our own costumes and put on
exhibitions.

{ did not do much calling after | went into the service until
| returned . | went to school at the University of Wisconsin, but
whenever | returned home, | went square dancing. It was there |
met and courted my wife.

The pattern of these dances was 3 square dances in a set
with round dances between them. Among the dances were the
Gavotte, Laces and Graces, Blackhawk Wwaltz, Jessie Polka,
Schottische, Polka, Vasouviene, Circle Two-step, Mexican Hat
Dance, Patty Cake Polka, ¥irginia reel and Soldier's Joy.

¥hile attending the University | called and taught square
dancing for the Recreation Department of the City of Madison.
After | graduated from college, | taught for 3 years in a small
town in Wisconsin and occasionally calied dances, but continued
to dance whenever | came home to Milwaukee. Later when we
moved to New Jersey, | was busy calling one or more dances a
week. | am more of a patter caller than a singing caller.

In 1964 we moved to Big Rapids anid met people who liked
to dance as much as we did. ¥e have gone to various dances
with them and the old-time fiddlers jamborees. | have not done
much calling except on special occasions, as | would rather

dance with my wife.
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MILFORD & FLIZABETH
DUNN

My dad had an esr fm‘" music and purchased a violin. | tried
to piay when | was about 7 years old. My dad loved music and |
remember hearing him say that he thought the violin made the
nicest rusic of all mstrbments My father practiced on it when
he had time, but didn't have much time for that. My brother and |
took a few lessons from(a teacher, but were always so busy on
the farm that we didn't continue lessons. | would try and play
now and then, and learned to play for some local dences and a
couple of times in church. it was there where | met my wife.

in 1937 tlizabeth and | were married. | didn't have much
time to play until the children were older and began asking me
to play. | can see now that it was probably a mistake not to
have spent time on the ﬁsddle

One day about 7 years 8go, my youngest brother said there
was a dulcimer program to be held at the Albion Public Library.
1 usually worked, but for some reason got ready and went. [t
was nice music, and | had never heard a dulcimer. After the
program they held a jam session and & dance. There was a violin
on the piano and no one was playing it. | picked it up and played
along with the band. They asked me te join them and play with
them through the winter.

| attended my first fiddle jamboree at Cassopolis. | was
refuctant to ge, but went along with my brother and wife. After
a great deal of encouragmg, | finally signed up to play. That
was the first time | Sﬂ\JJf some of our DMFA players.

We joined OMFA ghout 7 years ago. Elizabeth is now
treasurer, and we really enjoy the friendship of the people we

meet and also all the gdad music.
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GEORGE & THELMA
MEIRNDORF

Thelma and George are our dancers who attend most of the
jamborees and contribute a great deal with their friendship and
helpfulness. They live in Leslie, Michigan and George is retired.

¥hen Thelma was & child, she had an uncle that played a
banjo and called for dances. These were house dances and in
communiiy halls. Her father would get her out on the floor to
dance. George never learned to dance until after they were
married. Then, Thelma taught him how to dance. They have been
going to dances for over thirty years and love to dance, and you
can see it when you watch them on the dance floor.

BRANDON ELDER

Brandon is one of our young fiddlers and is only nine years
old. He lives in Brighton, Michigan and is in the fourth grade.
He has been coming to the jamborees for the last four years
with his grandparents because he loves the music and dance.

OMFA lent him a fiddle so he could take lessons. He started
lessons November, 1984 and is doing well and enjoying it very
much. He is new taking his turn and playing regularly at the

jamborees.
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IRENE F{ ANDERS
WAGGONER

| was born on a faqm near Charlotte. In 1940 | was married
and later divorced with no children. | took commercial classes
in high school and w{nrked as a secretary most of my life,
retiring from the American Apparatus Company in Battle Creek
in 1976.

| took violin lessons at Eaton Rapids, 1924-1929, summers
only. | played in Chahotte High School orchestra 4 years and
Dlivet College orchestra 1 year. | played violin and accordion
duets with my sister at many PTA’s and other programs around
the county. | started p“laying with a square and round dance band
in 1931. | learned some of the fiddie tunes from the band and
some from my grandfatﬁher who used to play for dances. i played
at the Arches, Springport, ).0.0.F. Hall, Augusta, Shadowland, and
Emma Grange dances at/ Charlotte.

I am very active in many senior citizen organizations -
American Association of Retired Persons, Charloite Senior
Citizens Club, Retired Senior Yolunteer Program (RSVP). | sing
alto in the choir at Lawrence Avenue United Methodist Church
and program chairman there. | belong to the Eaten County
Humane Society. | amldirector of the Charlotte Senior Citizens
Kitchen Band, and we have played for many programs across the
state. When | have time, | like to have ‘a flower garden. | like
to knit and have won prizes at fairs fo“r my knitting. 1 read
books and newspapers and also go to plays whenever | can. |
keep fairly busy and hgve more fun than anybody.

| first attended {he DMFA jamborees last year (1984} at
Lansing. Since then, | have become a member and look forward
to attending more.
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LORRAINE & BYARD
STEYENS

! was born in 1925 on a farm south of Pogy, Michigan {near
Evart). | am the youngst of S children. My 2 brothers asnd 2
sisters were young adults when | was born. | grew up with my
nephews and nieces; it was like being an only child. My father
started playing for dances at age 17. He purchased the only
fiddle he ever owned at a pawn shop, which | later learned to
play. My brothers and sisters played the organ or piano for dad
at dances for many years. As each one got old encugh to reach
the keys and pedals at the same time, they took their turn until
they reached the age they wanted to dance. Then, the next one
took their turn and so on. By the time | was old enough to play
for dances, my dad was getting clder and not as interested in
playing. My mother always liked to dance, but never learned to
pltay an instrument. My brothers and sisters have kept up their
musical skills; their talents range from playing an old pump
organ to singing in the church choir. '

| tock piano lessons for a short time about the age of & and
again for a year when | was 24. | learned the basics, but wish
now | had gone further. Before | was 10, | learned to play
chords. | don't know if | was taught or picked it up by myself.
It seemed all of & sudden | was playing chords for all those
fiddle tunes. Dad played those jigs, reels, and round dances
with correct time, and | got a flick on the head with his bow if |
got a beat behind. When | was & freshman in high school, | took
violin and trombone lessons that later landed me in the
orchestra playing vielin and trombone in the marching band for 4
years. After high school | never picked up those instruments
again. | can tune a violin, but have forgotten all the fingering

and pasitions on both instruments.
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| had been away from the fiddle player and piano cherds for
many Years. In 1979 we attended a jamboree at Fremont. Our
very good friends, the Carmichaels, whom ! hadn't seen for at
least 40 years, were there. It had been so long that Stewart
called me by my sister’s name. Sometime later we visited their
farm and, of course, Stewart had to get the fiddle out “for a
little tune”. Boy, was | rusty. It didn't make any difference
what key he played in] It was a learning experience for me &ll
over again. Sometime‘later at a jamboree Stewart asked me to
play piano for him as Lulu wasn't feeling well that day. Since
then, | have done a lot of practicing by myself, with tapes and
many of my favorite fiddling friends. My style of playing isn’t
fancy, just bumpity-bump, thumpity thump.

Byard and | have been married 28 years. He has been a
cement contractor fmr all those years. We have a son and
daughter, both like mu;sic but don't play. Byard never tried his
skills at playing an instrument, but he loves to dance and does
an excellent job kicking up his feet and getting my toes from
time to time.

The exposure Bgﬁr‘d and | have had with OMFA has made it
pessible for us toc meet many friends. These old songs have
brought back memoriesi. Who knows, maybe someday I'l1 get that
fiddle | used to play and start all ever again.
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WANDA MAY

| ¥was born in Sturgis, Michigan in 1923 1 have heen a self
employed Hareologist (watch & clock repair) for 36 years.

| cannot remember when a song was not going round in my
head. | started singing when | started to talk. My mother died
when | was only 1-1/2. Her sister raised me. | was a sick child
with TB of the spine. My aunt gave me lessons on the mandolin
becguse the instrument was small enough for me to take to the
University Hospital in Ann Arbor. 1 played for dances. ¥hile |
was in high school, we alse had a string pand that played in the
Sturgis Park in the summer. Although | had taken lessons, |
found it easier and more fun to piay by ear. | have been a dues
paying member of OMFA for about 2 years.

MAX CARLISLE

| was born in 1901 at Nottawa, HMichigan. 1 worked as a
farmer, lumberjack and heavy equipment operator. | am now a
widower and have 2 daughters, 2 stepsons, several grand and
great grandchildren.

| started playing the fiddle around \14, and also played other
instruments, especially the banjo. My interest in fiddling
started with my father and grandfather who were both fiddliers.
| play by ear. | have been a member of OMFA for about 2 years.



-171

CLAIR & LA REINE
STEVENS

| was born and raised in Charlevoiz, Michigan on a large
farm originally homesteaded by my grandfather who was in
logging and lumbering. My parents were known for their good
singing voices, and mother played the piano and dad called
square dances and played the harmonica. Around the age of six, |
attended corn husking parties which included fiddling and dance.

When | first heard the fiddle, | knew | liked the "A" string
because of its catchiness and tene. | was told | had a "Cornfield
A ear.” Around the age ()f seven, | was given an old fiddie by my
uncle who didn't play. None in my family knew anything about
the fiddle, so | just had to listen and learn by trial and error.
Al age twelve | could play well enough to play for socials, and
later began playing for dances.

During World War 1], 1 joined the navy. | was fortunate to
have aboard my ship a fellow from Hamiramck who was Polish
and also fiddied. We had a lot of fum in the mess hall at the
piano with his fiddle. |1t was one of the best relief valves for
me during the war and still is today. | didn't do much with the
fiddle then until | moved to Ann Arbor in 1953, | started playing
regularly each week for dances. Later | took up the banjo too.

My entire working life has been spent in construction as a
master plumber. This year {1985} both LaReine and | retired
from the University of Michigan.

¥We got interested in OMFA in (977 and attended our first
jamberee at Webberville. Later in 1980, | was approached by
Bob Fleck to see if | would serve as interim president. To this
date | am still presiﬁdent. Through OMFA we have met some
wonderful people and formed some lasting friendships.
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CLARK & MAE
REES

| was born in 1904 in Sidney, Dhio. | am retired from the
Baltimore & Ohic Railroad (& Big Four) where | worked as a
telegrapher for 33 years. | also worked 10 years with Tide
Water and Big Inch Pipe Lines pumping crude oil. In the 43 years
| missed only 2 days work. My father's people came from Wales
and mother's from Germany. | had 6 brethers and 4 sisters who
were all musical.

My interest in music began when | was 8 years old. | came
from a long line of musicians. My grandfather, Elijah Rees,
played the fife for soldiers to march at their training location
just north of Piqua, Ohio and also entertained them with his
violin. He played for square dances over Miami County, Ohio. |
began playing dad’'s fiddle at age 8 Later | played violin,
saxophone, uke, and mouth harp. 1 never took any lessons, but
did study notes on my own, but mostly play by ear. Music of the
30's and 40's is my delight. | play for churches, senior centers,
and rest homes. ‘e are members of OMFA.

iy wife, Mae, and | now live in Cheboygan, Michigan. We
have 1 son and 3 grandchildren who live in Ottowa, Ohio.

3k I I I I€ E k¥
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HELEN & BILL
FAULMAN

| was born and raised on a farm in Fairgrove, Michigan. In
1932 my grandfather gave me a fiddle made by my uncle. They
both played and grandpfa tried to teach me. | didn't have time to
learn, so put it in a box and forgot it until 1980.

My father heard of the fiddle jamborees from a neighbor and
wanted to attend. Hp was 90. We started taking him and
enjoyed them. That is when | decided to take up fiddling. |
started to practice and played at my first jamboree in 1982.

Now | am very much invelved and am presently Vice
President and Bill seryed as the P.A. Coordinator. Just a world
of fun, and you meet so many wonderful people.

BLANCHE & LEONARD
LABODA

I am a third generation of callers and musicians for old time
square dancing. My mother, uncles, aend father all were callers
and played for dances. My mother used to try and coach me, but |
thought it was too much to learn when | was younger.

After years went by and | started attending OMFA and
calling for seniors in Bay City, it all came back. In the winter
months we go to Florida where | work with a band and also teach
square dancing and ciﬂling. we are volunteers for wheelchair
dencing at the hospitals. it is called "Wheeling and Dealing’.
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HENRY DERRY

| was born in 1900. HMost of my life has been spent on the
farm, though | worked 3-1/2 years at the Hall Lumber Company
of St. Louis, Michigan. | am now single. My wife died seven
years agoa. MMy 2 sisters and 1 brother died before | was 2 years
old. | was an only child growing up. ) have 1 son and 1 daughter
and 8 grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren.

When | was 9 years old, my grandmother had a vielin maker
in Detroit make me a violin. it was a fairly good one. She
wanted me to take lessons, but | was too bashful. [ am sorry to
say | did not, but | did go up to the attic and found an old violin
book that taught from beginning to pretty well along. | had been
playing for dances many years, and a five-piece orchestra took
me on. | knew | would have to learn notes when we bought new
music. | began studying when | was about 28. { never took a
lesson in my life. | was the only violim’st in the orchestra, and
we played about 3-1/2 years every Saturday night in Fenmore,
Michigan, besides outside dances. Even at my age, [ play in the
church and convalesant homes now and then. | am & member of
OMFA.
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KENNETH & EDNA
GILCHRIST

| was born in 1908 at Fostoria, Michigan. | was raised on a
farm with 3 older hrotlhers and 1 younger one. My father came
from Scotland and my mother was from Pennsylvania Dutch.

Every night on the farm was practice night with Clarence on
the piano, me on the violin or trombone, Floyd on trumpet, Dale
on whatever he picked up and John mostly listening. | played
violin in the school orchestra, trombone in the band and later in
life played the sax. As high school students we played at dances
and parties in various t;owns around North Branch.

I married Edna Willey. We farmed one year and then moved
to Flint where | went to work at Fisher Body We started a
family and had 1 girl jand 1 boy. | played violin some around
Flint, but the old time music seemed on the way out. About
1933, | put the violin t"wag and forgot about it until 1982

One day in Florida | was watching TY and a fellow called
himself the fiddling man. | told tdna | thought { could come
close to playing some of his music as well as he could. When |
got home, | picked up the fiddle and started to practice. Did i
get a big surprise, buf stayed with it and eventually joined the
old time fiddlers.

we have enjoyed i‘DHFA very much eand have met many new
paople and made some close friends.

W NN N
Ard Js the eniy way ie run swey wilkovt Jesviag home.
~~Twyls Therp |
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CLARENCE H.
CARNEY

| was born in 1306 at East Jordan.

| used to go to the show at the theatre just to hear & good
violin player. When | got home, | would get the fiddle out and
try to mimic his playing and try to put in the good sounding
licks he had. Later on | went to a dance where he was playing. |
knew the drummer who was there, and he qot me to sit in and
play a couple of dances. Boy was the violin player surprised and
whirled around and looked st me. Some folks said | sounded just
like him. Back in 1931 we got up a three-piece band.

! had been layed off at the depression lime as many others.
| worked at the Oldsmobile Plant in Lansing. Then, | went to
Muskegon and finally got a job working for a cement contractor.
Iin the fall of 1930 | came back home. The depression was
terrible. | had a three-piece band and played on commission,
sometimes 40/60 and sometimes 30/70, sometimes fairly good
and sometimes not so good. The other 3 nights | played with a
five-piece band here named the Northern Aces. Then, | got a job
through a friend at the East Jordan Canning Company and cut
down to 3 nights a week. | guess | have played for a lot of
dances in my time.

My grandfather was the top fiddler in this community in the
old days.

About 5 years ago | signed up at Harbor Springs and joined
OMFA.

{Clarence died in 1985.)
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BILL WALKER

| was born in 1900 on a farm 4 miles north of Pt.Austin on
what is now M-53.

when | was 16 years oid, | bought my Tirst fiddle from Sears
for $4.25. it came i!"n the mail. It happened a neighbor by the
name of Johnson stopped in that day who could play some and put
on the strings, tuned it, and played a few tunes. | was a very
excited bey. | have always been in love with the sound of a
fiddle. | walked 2-1/2 miles to school and got to know a man
who lived close to the school who played for house parties. |
vould get the violin under my arm in the evening and walk over
to get him to tune it and play for me. His name was Jim Fillion.
Later | took music lessons from a teacher in Pt. Austin, driving
there with a horse and buggy for almost a year.

I got married in 1922 and didn't play much for a few years
while the children were litile. About in the early 30's a young
man came to Pt. Austin who was a beautiful quitar player. He
kept wanting me to play with him. Finally | started and have
played for dances evel since, mostiy in Huron County.

*******‘*

The truest express{aﬂ ar & peapie is in ils dance end its
music. Badries rever 7ie. ——Agnres beﬁil!e
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RUSSELL & EDITH
NELSON

| was born in 1915 in Kalkaska County into a musical family.
Mother played piano and my father played the fiddle {dad also
made fiddles). They played for dances every Saturday night. |
played my first square dance at the age of 9 and soon could play
all night.

My wife, Edith, was born in Bellevue, Michigan and moved to
Lansing at an early age. We met in high school and married in
1938. We have 2 sons with musical families ~- 1 grandson is a
fiddier!

in the early 30's, | made my living by playing on radio
station WJDM in Lansing, wWO0OD in Grand Rapids, WKZO0 in
Kalamazoo, and a Jackson station. Later | took & job at GM Olds
in 1934, taking time out te serve in World War 1t. | came home
and played for dances. | went to barber school and am now a
semi-retired barber.

| have waon a few first prizes with the fiddle -- in 77, 78,
79 at Ingham County Fair and at Elderly's Contest in the mall. |
have entertained for senior citizens, rest homes, fairs, parades,
and private parties. Music is a large part of our lives.

| joined OMFA in its infancy and immensely enjoy the good
times with other fiddlers, state and nationwide, traveling to
Idaho National Fiddle Contest in 1983. We enjoy playing and
traveling statewide to all the jamborees.|

EX X X2 L 2% 3

There mey be mare beouliful Vimes, bul Ihis one 78 ours.
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ELTON & ARLENE
COLE

| was born in Cross Village in 1915 and lived there all my
life. My occupation was farming and a musician. My great
grandfather was the first white man in Cross VYillage. My
grandfather ran the stage from Cross Village to Harbor Springs
with horses. My mother was born in Morley, Michigan. Her
parents came from Syweden and Norway. My wife, Arlene, was
born in Austin Towpship near Morley. She came to Harbor
Springs in 1927. | met her in Harbor Springs High School. We
were married in 1\935 and celebrated opur 50th wedding
anniversay this year {1985). We have 1 son who lives in
Petoskey and is a Diesel Mechanic. We have 4 grandchildren, 3
girls and 1 boy. The granddaughters are married.

In high school | i)lﬂyed trumpet in the band for 2 years. |
then learned to play the banjo“and later the piano. | first
became interested in music in high schoel. My mother played the
piano and also my grandmother. My father played the mouth
organ. | play mostly by ear. | can read a little right-hand notes.
| have played at danc}es around the neighborhood. Later years |
made a living by playing in dinner clubs and for private parties
in Mackinaw City, Chdhoggan, and Harbor Springs. | played piano
7 years at Nubs Nob (ski resort) in Harbor Springs.

| have been a merrﬂber of OMFA for 5 years.

I 36 I XX
When you hayve trovhies, remember lhe leakeltie Il may
be up te Fls pack in hal wealaer, hul it cenlinues ¢ sing.
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MELDRUM & DOROTHY
BAERWOLF

i was born at Sandusky, Michigan 67 years ago. Presently, |
am semi-retired from the Polewach Department Stores Corp. of
which | am still President.

Both Dorothy, my wife, and my parents were farmers in
Sanilac County. We have 2 sons, one an English teacher in
Lincoln Park and the other a manager of Channel 39 TV in Dallas,
Texas.

| started taking music lessons when | was 14 years. My
teacher wished for me to be a concert violinst and was very
disappointed when | joined a dance band and played modern and
old-time music.

| did not have much money in those days, so we traded sheet
music with other musicians to save money. It was easy for me
to memorize, so in 8 few days | could play over 200 tunes (new
and old). | then played with several bands. With this background
it helped us to get on a request program on W.HL.5 in Pt. Huron
in the late 30’s. | am sure | was one of the first fiddlers to
play live music on the radio station. was forced to quit the
program when | accepted a position wiﬂh Polewach Dept. Stores
at their Pigeon, Michigan branch. | later joined other bands and
for some time had a group of my own. We still play for weddings
and clubs. | also play guitar and sing a lot of songs, including
“The Auctioneer” and comedy that many folks have never heard.

| have been &8 member of OMFA for about 6 months.
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LESLIE & ROSEMARY
RABER

I was born in 1911, the son of Roger and Mabel Raber on a
farm in Allegan County. 1| attended two rural schools, high
school and M.5.C.

My grandfather Raber was a good ﬁddler and grandmother
played the organ for dances. A stroke put a stop to their playing
before | was very old. My mother made me my first fiddie out of
a corn stalk, bow and all. She later made ancther from a broem
handle and a cigar box, still some short of a Stradivarius. When
| was 10 years old, she sent to Sears/Roebuck and got me a
$4 98 one, instructions and the works for Christmas. My father
could play some and he knew lots of tunes and parts of tunes
that he taught me. My aunt Hazel and one of the neighbors who
vwas a good fiddler anq‘ caller helped me ? great deal.

By the time | was 15, | was playing for dances in halls in
and around Allegan. (i went from granbe halls to league halls
and house dances to| pavillions, which later left the square
dances out to quite an extent. After coming to Barry County,
buying our present farm and marrying Rosemary, we played for
dances all around the area. | took up drumming along with
fiddling for many gear!'s. We raised 4 fine children who were all
musicians.

Encouraged by Bud Pierce | attended my first jamboree at
Cassopelis, hosted by Bob and Jane. Latqr | played for the movie
they made and its bgen downhill ever since with such nice
people and what great times we have had. | am completely
dedicated to promntil"lg and reviving the gld-time music and
dances -- waltzes, schottisches, two steps, jigs, reels, and
quadritls. | much prefer the old-time square dances and calls.
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BOB FLECK &
JANE ALLISON

CARL SHEFFIELD
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CLARENCE & MILDRED
GILCHRIST

Clarence was born|in Fostoria, Michigsen in 1910 and died
unexpeciably on July 12, 1984. Growing up he lived on a farm
with his parents and 4 brothers. In 1933 He married Mildred
Skinner. They have 2 children and 3 grandchildren. Clarence
was an insurance agent, and previous to thalt he was a warp
dresser in the woolen mill at Columbiaville.

Clarence started pljaging a mouth organ when he was ahout 5.
His family lived at North Lake which is an Otier Lake address.
He would take his mouth organ and go arcund the park playing.
People would give him‘f nickels which he worked to the fullest
extent. Al about 7 years he started taking piano lessons. When
in school he played the piano. Alse, in the school band he played
bass drum and the tuba. During his high schoel, he played in
dance bands here and there. After high school and after several
piano teachers he wer%t to Detroit and studied at a studio and
played with many groups.

In the 1930's he st;ﬂrted playing at Sid's Bar in Otter Lake
along with 2-3 other players. That lasted for 7 years and
included the Miningto]’n Bar then in Davisen, and the American
Legion at Otter Lake. He retired from th#t sort of playing at the
age of 54. After that he gave it up for 3 or 4 years and took up
the organ and played at church. In the meantime, he started
playing with OMFA, which he was enjoying very much until his
death.

3 3NN

Dan’l find 7euFl,; Jind & reimedy. —-Hepry Ford
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BILL WHITE

ELAINE COOK

BUD PIERCE




~-185

LEON & MADELINE
GLYNN

i was born in 1908 in my grandfather's farm house located
in Oakland County about 10 miles west of Pontiac. A neighboring
midwife helped me into this world and the doctor came the next
day. I'm the oldest of 4 children, all luckily, still living within
a mile of our birth plafce. | attended the local grade school and
used to go over in the early morning to build the fire so the
room would be fairlg] warm by the time scheooi started. |
graduated from Pontia¢ High School in 1926. | spent the next
year at home helping my father and then the next year attended
the Pontiac Business Institute where | received & diploma and
majored in bookkeeping.

1 bought my first fiddie in about 1920 from an uncle who
lived near Sunfield am“l had become deaf. | paid $20 for it and
still have it along with about 2 dozen others. | learned to play
the one | bought from my uncle by ear and in 1925 took 6 months
of lessons from & violinist who lived in the neighborheod.

In 1930 | got a job as a bookkeeper in a building tile plant
about 15 miles toward Detroit at $125 per month, and thought |
was in the clover. The depression finally forced my layoff.
Several years later | was hired in the Accounting Department of
Fisher Body in Pontiac and worked there until | retired in 1968.
In 1341 Madeline and | were married. She had come to work at
Fisher Body.

In 1973 | again got the violin bug and started looking around
for some to buy, and have had about 35 different ones. Last year
at Sebawaing (1984) vas the first time'l played with OMFA, and
am still afraid 1'11 hit some clunkers (and do} but enjoy it and

talking to the others and hearing them play.
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KEN STAINES

Our OMFA Book would not be complete without some mention
of Ken whe is no longer with us. Ken was an avid musician and
played {(and taught) many instruments which included the tenor
banjo, dulcimer and fiddle. The only instrument he took lessons
for was the violin. He enjoyed the violin and especially
collecting and refinishing them. He had 10 violins he had picked
up from flea markets, garage sales, or newspaper ads. His wife,
Merelene, still has all of them except one she sold to a good
friend. Going to the National Folk Festival in Wolftrap, Virginia
and also the Folk Festival in St. Louis, Missouri- with Harley and
Cloise Sinclair were two of his greatest pleasures. It was a
real privilege for him. He had tasted just about everything
pogsible concerning music, all phases and types, and had playged
for barn dances and in Rackham Hall en the University of
Michigan campus.

He was very pleased when Bill White, Paul Gifford and Bob
Fleck asked if he and Harley Sinclair would help set up and plan
the very first fiddlers' jamboree in Michigan which was held at
Sheridan on May 29, 1976. They worked very hard on this
preject and were pleased with the fina\ results. Ken attended
jamborees as long as his Lealth allowed. He loved every minute
of them and never lacked enthusiasm which we still Teel in our

jamborees today.
36 36 I I IE ¥ I HE X

Music is 8 mesns of axprassion 1hel begins where waords
leaye off.
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OMFA REGIONS
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OTHER MUSICIANS
AND FRIENDS




-193




Z13413H ONIGANd ¥

gl il




A PERFECT BLEND



OUR
INDISPENSABLE
BACK-UP MUSICIANS










TUNING UP!




DOWN-HOME FIDDLERS













A FIDDLIN DAY













™

OUR YOUNG

FIDDLERS










B g




-213

OMFA PURPOSE

To encourage, coordinate, and bring about a greater
public interest in fiddle music activities throughout the
State of Michigan.

To sponsor the observance of fiddle music "jamborees”
for the citizens of the State of Michigan. The theme of
these events is fiddlers and other musicians playing old
time square dance tunes, waltzes, two steps, etc. of
years past.

To foster and encourage the collection and preservation
of fiddle music and to bring about a greater knowledge
and appreciation of our musical heritage.
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JAMBOREES SCHEDULING

We try to schedule our jamborees as fairly as possible and
r have divided the state into 8 regions. Our basic guidelines are
as follows:

1. Allow 2 jamhnrq!es per region with a total of 16
jamborees a year.

2. If we can't sché}zdule 2 jamborees in a region, we will
allow another region to hold an extra one.

3. We try to hold not more than 2 jamborees a month, and
when possible, schedule them at least 2 weeks apart.

4. ¥e avoid scheduling jamborees over holiday weekends
because traffiﬂ: is generally heavier and more dangerous
| and many families have special commitments on

hoelidays.

5. We hold only 1 jamboree a month in July and August
because these are the months for many fairs, tracter
shows, family reunions, family vacations and special
community activities.

6. After our last jamberee of the year in early December,
we don’t hold any jamborees until March because many
of our members go to warmer climates during the winter
and travel is uncertain.

The majority of our jamborees during the year are
rescheduled in the same regions and most often in the same
town or community each month. Our tentative schedule for 1986

is as follows:
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1986 OMFA JAMBOREES SCHEDULE

March - East Jordan (Region 2)
Brighton (Region 7)

April - Omer {Region 4)
Grand Rapids (Region 5)

May - Cheboygan (Region 3}
Port Hope (Region 8)
Smyrna - Annual Meeting (Region 5)

June - Sault Ste. Marie (Region 1)
Hillman (Region 3)

July - Cadillac (Region 2)

August - Lansing (Region 6)

September -  North Branch (Region 8}
Bay City (Region 4)

October - Gaylord {Region 2)
Hastings (Region 6)

November - Trufant (Region 5}

December - Midland (Region 4)



A
Aldrich, Bill/Alice.......... 28
Allison, Jane._......_.... ... 162
Andrews, Maude................ 62
Arnold, Etla.............._ . 10

B
Baerwolf,K M/D_____________.. ..180
Bailey, Nicholas/E.......|. 114
Balliet, Judy/Kent_... ... 134
Bauer, Walt/Peg................ 36
Bearup, Harold..........__.._ 151
Belleau, Brian................| __. 29
Berta, PetefJoana............ 63
Bigford, Bill, Sr.............. 50
Born, Henry.................__. 41
Boynton, Jim_________.._......31
Branch, Wilbur C_____......_..___ 95
Brooks, Hugh/Margaret. 131
Brown, Stanley................. 31
Brown, Tex. ... 38
Buck, Jordan/Mary........... 112
Buehrer, Willis.......__.___|. 134
Bufford, Rick/VYeda.... . . 37
Burns, Lloyd.....__.............__. 44

C
Carl, Wilbur/Martha....... .87
Carlisle, Max.................. 170
Carmichael, Stewart/

tuluo . 124

Carney, Clarence H......_. 176
Caswell, Arthur/B.._._ . 69
Churchill, Earl.......__ . 49
Coe, Clifford W.............|. 60
Coe, Dalton/Laurene. .. 39
Cole, Elton/Ariene.. ... 179

INDEX

Collins, Delbert/Ethel ........... 32
Cook, Elaine...._.............._....... 184
Cote, Rene.._...................c..... 43
Covey, Eugene/June.............. 127
D
Daniels, Bob/Pearl................... 30
Daugherty, Rolland/Shirley....32
Deneen, Wayne/Margaret...... 117
Berry, Henry.................... 174
Dey, Ruby W..... 132
Douglass, Restore/Freda....... 151
Dunlap, Nelson L...................... 48
Dunn, Milford/Elizabeth______. 165
E
Ecker, Levi/Edelene ... 82
Elder, Brandon......................... 166
Ellswath, Kenneth/Loreita__...84
Emerson, Robert/Arminda.....110
Empey, Norman/Kay.................. 97
Engel, Amos/lIsabelle........... 131
Ernst, Margarette ... 157
Ernst, William S_....._............. 154
F
Fales, Varsal/Dorothy........... 139
Faulman, Helen/Bill...._____.... 173
Faust, Gladys............................ 67
Fiddle Music.....____...........__. 126
Fields, Wayne/Marjorie.._.___. 73
Finch, Donald/Leona............... 108
Fleck, Bob_ ... 182
Fochtman, Henry/Eleanor ... . 21
Fosburg, Gwen/Floyd........... 123
Foster, Glen/Ramona_.......... .. 72

Fox, Floyd/Lettie...... ... 25



Furleng, Yern ... ... 72
Furtaw, Fred/Maebelle....56
Furtaw, John..__...._.___ .. 61
G
Geiger, Francis................. 51
Geno, Al 41
Germaine Family..........._.. 33
Gifford, Paul................... 142

Gilchrist, Clarence/M....183

Gilchrist, Kenneth/E. ... 175
Gille, Robert/isabell.... 122

billespie, Jewell F.....___.. 99
Gleason, Michael/S........... 96
Gleason, Rex/Helen......._._. ag
Glossop, Howard/B............ 43
Glynn, Leon/Madeline..... 185
Gordon, Lee....................... 66
Gorka, Henry/Yvonne....... 83
Gossage, Calvin............... 53
Greif, Jacob...___.. ... .. 68
Gross, Helen/Butch..... . 160
Guillett, Leonard. ....._..... 55
H
Hank, Edward J................ 94
Hanson, Mary A.............. 22

Harris, J. Lester/M......... 80
Heilman, Karl/Susan......268
Henderson, Daniel/R......93
Henrickson, Don.............. Z1
Herald, Jim/Frances.....90
Hilliker, Floyd/Thelma.38
Holmes, Riby/Willie.....24
Houghtaling, Eldon/Lou.56
Howden, Clarence.......... b4
Huff, William/Thelma.. 113

Hulse, Leon. ... ... 67
Hunter, Mary......................... 68
J
Jacobs, Laverne/Joyce......... 103
Jacobs, Loretta. ... 20
Jamhorees Scheduling........_.. 212
Jeffery, Lawrence/VYirginia..73
Jewell, Willard C.................... 64
Johnston, Dan/Sherry............ 15
Junker, Elmer S 164
K
Kaiser, Raymond/Alice ... 159
Keena, Ernest V__...___............ 135
Keller, Pete ... 19
Kilts, Gordon........................... 75
Kilts, Lloyd/Amy.................. 106
Kiogima, Ray....................... 71
Kirkpatrick, Maurice/Janet 128
Kiviranti, Laurie/Anna.......__. 144
Kloha, Roland/Hattie. ... 58
Knaus, Grace/William...._....___. 44
Knex, Don.____... ... ... 121
Kobe, Marilyn......._................ 62
Kole, Arthur F.____.__.. ... 102
Kuerbitz, Tom.................___....._ 99
L

Laboda, Blanche/Leonard...._. 173
Laginess, Maurice/Joseph... 119

Lahti, Aarre K.................... 158
LaLonde, Forrest/Hilda............ 75
Lantz, Oren Wayne/llamae..._ 150
Lawrence, Dersey/Peg........... f26
Layman, Harry A_................... 47
Lehigh, Jeft_ .. t1o
Libby, Ella Jean........................ 24
Lietz, Alfred/Shirley........... 162

Livingston, Bernard/C........... 147



L
Loranger, Louis/Mary....100

M

Malfroid, Fred................. 111
Malfreid, Lillian........._|. 137
Mann, George/Rosaleen... 107
Marilyn's Sketch............. 104
Marshall, George.............. 102
Martin, Glen/Alice._____|_.... 65
Martin, Perry.__................ 65
Martin, Roger.................. 109
Mashue, Donald..........._. 108
Matejcak, Joseph/aan. .. 132
Mattison, Frank............. ... 12
Maule, Clayton/June. ... 150
May, Wanda_..____...._._._._ . 170
McCarty, Glen/Susan....... 27

McCurdy, Gordie................ 85

McKervey, Tom/Eleanor....81

McNett, Edward.......... 1106

Meirndorf, George/T_.... 166
Meske, Walter L........___. 155
Miller, Isabell ... 129
Miller, Ted/0pal.............. 149
Miller, Newton. ... .. 52
Mockridge, Della/Cliff_....78
Murphy, Rebert/M........... 140

N

Neaves, Leatha Ruth.........57
Nelson, Russell/Edith.....178

Nieb, Stuart_.__.................. 118

“Niewick, Marilyn/Joe...... 136
0

0'Brien, Julie...._.............. 1B R

0'Brien, Ila Mae....__........... 85

Oldtime Music, How to Under-

stand......_...____............. 143
OMFA Members, Followers, &

Supporters..._..............._... 9
OMFA Purpose..................... 211
Dswald, Judy............ccooooeeeee 91

P
Parent, Ernest/Fern............... 79
Parr, James/Joanne............... 147
Pease, Delores........................ 26
Peoples, Lawrence/Stella. ... 76
Pierce, Bud_...............__......... 164
Raber, Leslie/Rosemary.. . 181
Raber, Herle/Atice.............. 130
Rayburn, J. Homer................... 113
Recipe for Contentment...___... 06
Rees, Clark/Mae_................. 172
Reilly, Ted......... ... 89
Retell, Tess. ...l 152
Robbins, Marriam/Frank...___.. 17
Roe, Evelyn Johnson..._............ g8
Root, Alvin/Mildred.............. 74
S

Sargent, Margaret.........._____. 40
Savage, Lynn/Ruth..........___.. 133
Savage, Luke_ ... 133
Schultz, Fred......................___. 120
Schuster, Ralph/Rosaline....... 15
Scott, Robert/Nettie.............. 69
Senate QOncurrent Resolution

bl B O 116
Shebonga, Jasper/Edythe... . 136
Sheffield, Carl ... 182
Shepherd, Ray.......ccocovereeel 133

Shoner, Sylvester/Dorothy...145



$
Shoner, Rita ... 145
Shouse, Robert/C_......._ ... 13
Sinclair, Cloise................ 90
Sinclair, Harley................ 50
Sloan, Lee/Doris............... 16
Smith, Goerge/Anna.......... 36
Smith, Lewis/Fran._...__. 146
Smith, Oleva...............__.. 109
Snider, Earl.................... 196
Snider, Hartford................ 92
Sobie, Ed/Kate.................. a7
Sowle, Niles/Nellie....___. 138
Squire, Roland/F___....__.. 130
Staines, Ken.................... 186
Stevens, Clair/LaReine. 171
Stevens, Dudley..... ... 101

Stevens, Lerraine/B....... 166
Stevens, Rodney/Kim......101
Stevens, William/D.__.__.. 100

Stockton, Ben_................... 40

Stolt, Dan.__...._............... 43

Strickland, Debra/C...... 148
T

Tainter, Ricky............._.... 63

Templeare, John........._. 127

Thatcher, Joseph........... 107

The Beginning of OMFA.....6
The Making of Friends .70
The Spouses Lament....... 43
The Touch of The

Master's Hand.......... 34
Tucker, Neil.................. 92
Turner, Al/Donna........... 49

Y

Vipond, Bob/Gertrude.__17

W

Waggoner, irene F............... 167
walker, Bil1l. ... 177
Walker, Chip/Alice........_..... 46
ward, Gene/Thelma.............. g6
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